
The role of a CDFA professional is to assist the client and his or her attorney to understand how the financial decisions 

he or she makes today will impact the client’s financial future based on certain assumptions. 

The CDFA professional is a part of the divorce team and provides litigation support for the attorney and client on 

financial issues such as: 

◘Understanding the short- and long-term effects of dividing property 

Understanding tax issues 

Analyzing pension and retirement plans and calculating the present value of a pension 

Determining if the client can afford the marital home, and if not, what he or she can afford 

Determining the cost basis and capital gains on the sale of the marital home 

Evaluating the insurance needs of the client and determining if the client qualifies for COBRA 

Determining earning capabilities 

Establishing assumptions for projecting inflation and rates of return

WHAT IS A Certified Divorce Financial Analyst (CDFA)?
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The CDFA Professional also brings an innovative and creative approach to settling cases. With in-depth knowledge of 

tax laws and financial issues specific to divorce, CDFA professionals can provide clients and attorneys with data that 

shows the financial effect of any given divorce settlement. In addition, CDFA professionals are trained to interview 

clients to:

Collect financial and expense data

Identify future financial goals

Develop a budget

Set retirement objectives

Determine how much risk they are willing to take with their investments

Identify what kind of lifestyle they want

Determine education goals for their children 

The CDFA Professional can also serve as an Expert Witness or Consultant.
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WHAT A CDFA PROFESSIONAL IS NOT

Despite the varied roles of the CDFA professional, there are a number of roles the CDFA professional cannot perform 
without specific training:

Attorney

The CDFA professional cannot provide legal advice. Their role is to assist the attorney with financial issues related to the 
divorce—not to replace the attorney. The CDFA professional will recommend that any client hire legal counsel. It is critical 
that clients seek their own legal counsel to ensure their interests are properly represented. 
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Business Appraiser

The CDFA professional is not qualified to conduct a business appraisal. They may work with a business appraiser to collect 
data required to prepare the appraisal and use the appraised value in their analysis, but only a trained appraiser can value a 
business. 
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Pension Valuator

A CDFA professional can prepare pension estimates, however, to prepare a true pension valuation requires the use of an 
actuary. 
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Actuary

A CDFA professional is not an actuary. 
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CPA/Tax Preparer

A CDFA professional will review many tax issues related to the client’s financial situation but will not prepare taxes or give tax 
advice. 
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Mediator

A CDFA professional may act as a mediator with the proper certifications depending on the state. A CDFA professional may, 
however, be hired by the divorcing couple to serve as a financial expert in the mediation process.  

In such a role, the focus shifts to education and information and refrains from specific advice. As a financial neutral, the CDFA 
helps a couple ensure that all of their financial settlement decisions are fully educated and informed as to the short- and 
long-term implications and tax ramications specific to the settlement terms. The CDFA professional serves as a financial
neutral during mediation.
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