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BY JIM DINO (STAFF WRITER)
ARTICLE TOOLS
FONT SIZE: [A] [A] [A]
0
OUR SOCIAL NETWORKS
FACEBOOK

Published: December 25, 2011
The National Insurance Crime Bureau estimates workers' compensation
insurance fraud costs insurance providers more than $5 billion a year and in
the second quarter of 2010, was one of the most common types of insurance
fraud complaints reported in Pennsylvania.
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The fraud occurs when either an employer or an employee provides false or
misleading information to their insurance company.
"If you live in Pennsylvania, this crime affects you," says Ralph Burnham,
executive director of the state Insurance Fraud Prevention Authority. "As
workers' comp insurance fraud increases, so do the losses and the premium
amounts that businesses must pay; this can be very damaging to any business,
but especially small businesses."
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Mr. Friedlander said fraud can be fought
g by establishing a "culture of care" in the workplace, where employees feel nurtured
and take pride in their work and loyalty.
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Friedlander said. "When employees
p
feel connected to their work and the people they work for, and their peers, the likelihood
of fraud drops dramatically."
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Workers' compensation insurance fraud is a felony in Pennsylvania, and violators can spend up to seven years in prison and
be forced to pay up to $15'000 in fines.
Pennsylvanians can visit the Insurance Fraud Prevention Authority website, www.helpstopfraud.org, to learn more.
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We asked children from NEPA to tell us
what the holidays mean to them. More
than 100 children shared their thoughts.
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