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Aligning Your Financial Plan with Your Purpose 

By Dennis J. Rogers, CPA, CFP® 

 Most people know that to be successful it is important to have goals.  If we want these 
goals to be effective they should be thoroughly thought through.  Our goals should be S-M-A-C: 
simple, measurable, achievable, and compatible. 

Simple goals are just what they sound like; they are not complicated.  Measurable goals 
are those for which you can calculate the cost and measure your progress.  Achievable goals are 
not so aggressive that you could never reach them.  Finally, compatible goal are those which are 
compatible with our values, our life purpose.   In our busy world, how many of us take time to 
think through deeply about that?  I do not mean some stray thoughts while driving home from 
work or in the shower.  I mean taking some serious, concentrated time to search our hearts and 
minds about it.   

 Get time away from the distractions to do some deep soul-searching.  Ask yourself what 
really matters to you.  What is really important in life?  Spend some time thinking about each 
item on your list.  Make sure your goals and actions line up with what really matters to you.  
Then revisit the list on a regular basis.   

 If you find it difficult to get clarity on this on your own, you may benefit from having a 
friend or spouse ask you what is important to you and help you think it through.  A professional 
financial planner who is trained and practices Values Based Financial Planning® can also be a 
good resource.   

Dennis J. Rogers, CPA, CFP® is a Registered Principal offering securities and advisory 
services through United Planners Financial Services. Member FINRA/SIPC. Rogers & Kirby 
and United Planners Financial Services are not affiliated. He is a partner in a financial 
advisory practice in Phoenix that focuses on helping clients make smart decisions about their 
money based on their personal core values. He can be reached at dennis@rogerskirby.com or 
602-748-1900. 

Material discussed is meant to provide general information and it is not to be construed as 
specific investment, tax or legal advice. Neither United Planners nor its financial professionals 
render legal or tax advice. Please consult with your accountant or tax advisor for specific 
guidance. 

 


	Dennis J. Rogers, CPA, CFP® is a Registered Principal offering securities and advisory services through United Planners Financial Services. Member FINRA/SIPC. Rogers & Kirby and United Planners Financial Services are not affiliated. He is a partner in...
	Material discussed is meant to provide general information and it is not to be construed as specific investment, tax or legal advice. Neither United Planners nor its financial professionals render legal or tax advice. Please consult with your accounta...

