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      Many of Atchley Financial Group's clients live in Southern California, and many of them are 
Dodger fans. The Dodgers haven't won a World Series in 25 years, but hopes are rising that this 
just might be their year. The last time the Dodgers were champs was in 1988, when Orel Hershiser 
pitched brilliantly and Kirk Gibson became an instant hometown hero with one swing in the playoffs. 
In my mind's eye I can still see Gibson limping around the bases, pumping his fists as he struggled 
to run, after hitting a game-winning home run in the playoffs.  
  
     I remember when the Dodgers moved from Brooklyn to Los Angeles in 1958. That same year, 
Captain Les Atchley (my dad), was transferred from Walker AFB in New Mexico to Vandenberg 
AFB in Santa Barbara County. My dad and I became instant Dodger fans. I can vividly remember 
dad and me listening to Vin Scully, the Hall of Fame radio announcer, call Dodger games on dad's 
RCA Victor in our living room. Then, I'd scurry off to bed to listen to Scully on my transistor radio 
before falling asleep. Mom would turn my radio off before she went to bed.   
  
     In 1959, the Dodgers won the National League pennant and faced the Chicago White Sox in the 
World Series. Much to my delight, Dad secured tickets for us to all three games played in Los 
Angeles that year. Those of you of a certain age will remember that the series was played at the 
Los Angeles Coliseum, as Dodger Stadium had not yet been built. The Dodgers won the World 
Series in six games-what a dream come true for me!    
  
     The Dodgers won the World Series again in 1963-a four game sweep of the hated New York 
Yankees-thanks to Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale-as Vin Scully continued to call the games. At 



that time, we lived in northern California, so we weren't able to attend any of the games.      In 1965 
they did it again-a seven game World Series title against the Minnesota Twins. Dad had recently 
retired from the Air Force and we were living in West Los Angeles. So, he got us tickets to two of 
the games at Dodger Stadium-wins by Sandy Koufax, who set the World Series record of 15 
strikeouts that day, and Don Drysdale. It's funny the things one remembers, but I remember this 
anecdote clearly. I was walking along the concourse between the box seats and the food venues 
before the game, when I recognized Edward G. Robinson, the wonderful movie actor who often 
played mafia bosses and other tough guy types. As he and his entourage approached me, I said, 
"Mr. Robinson, may I have your autograph?" If you remember his downturned mouth and ever-
present scowl, you'll get a kick out of his succinct response: "Beat it Kid!"     
  
     If you ever attended a Dodger game in the '60s, it seems half the crowd had radios tuned in to 
hear Vinnie describe baseball as no one ever has. Sometimes, I would watch Dodger games on 
television, and turn the sound off so I could listen to Vin call the game on the radio. We felt as 
though we could see the game more clearly on radio than on television because of his colorful word 
pictures and splendid delivery. It seemed he knew every player on all the teams personally, and he 
would blend the stories of their lives into the action on the field. He was and is an icon in Los 
Angeles, and has done as much as anyone else to create and foster the Dodger brand.   
   
   In early 1966, my father died of a heart attack. I remember thinking, "Maybe the Dodgers can win 
a World Series this year, just for dad." Well, they made it to the World Series but were swept in four 
games by the Baltimore Orioles. If memory serves, I think a young Jim Palmer beat Sandy Koufax 
to end the series-how depressing. Koufax then retired because he suffered so much arm pain, but 
what a treat he was for Dodger fans for about six years. I remember Koufax pitching a perfect game 
against the Chicago Cubs in 1965. As Koufax wound up to deliver the final strike to end his perfect 
game, Vin Scully said something like, "The crowd is impaled on the horns of emotion as Koufax 
goes into his windup." Wow!  
     
     I graduated high school, went to college, and became a high school teacher in Lompoc in the 
1970s. Vin Scully continued to call Dodger games on the radio and later on television as well.   
  
      In 1986, I left teaching and moved back to Los Angeles. I married Janet, took on Aaron and 
Aimee as my stepchildren, and continued to listen to Vin Scully call Dodger games.  
     
     In 2005, we moved to Coeur d'Alene and through the miracles of DirecTV and DVR, I have been 
able to continue following my beloved Dodgers. And, unbelievably, Vin Scully is still there, calling 
Dodger games on television.  
  
     Just last week, I heard the 85-year old Scully start his sentence with, "I remember my first 
season as a young broadcaster for the Dodgers-it was 1950." This is his 64th year with the 
Dodgers, and he shows no signs of slowing. In fact, I just read that he will definitely be back for the 
2014 season-how exciting!   
    
   The Dodgers are now so far ahead of the Arizona Diamondbacks, that it's a virtual certainty they 
will win the Western Division of the National League later this month. They will begin their quest for 
their first World Series title in decades starting in early October. 
  
     So, although Vincent Edward Scully seems eternal, Father Time gets us all in the end. So, my 
wish for all Dodger fans is that we can somehow root our team to the World Series title, thereby 
hearing for perhaps the last time Vinnie say, "The Dodgers are World Series champions! 
  
 
       Les Atchley 
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

 

http://sabr.org/content/vin-scully 

Notes & Quotes 

   

"My pitching philosophy is simple - keep the ball away from the bat." ~ Satchel Paige, Great Negro 
League Pitcher 
  
"I never said most of the things I said." ~ Yogi Berra, Yankees Catcher 
  
"Being with a woman all night never hurt no professional baseball player.  It's staying up all night 
looking for a woman that does him in." ~ Casey Stengel, Yankees Manager 
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