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If advertisements and commercials are beginning 

to feature scenes of happy families, clad in brightly 

colored sweaters, gathered by a fire, surrounded 

by an assortment of presents, then the countdown 

to the holidays has begun. Although it may be a 

joyous time that reunites old friends and distant 

family members, one dilemma you may face is 

how can you avoid the pressure to overspend, yet 

still have the pleasure of buying presents for your 

family and friends?

The key strategy is to plan ahead. Begin by writing 

down the names of those you plan to buy for—at 

least one gift idea for each person on your list—

including a general idea of where you might find 

his or her gift. If you don’t know what type of gift 

you would like to give, browse through mail order 

catalogs, TV advertisements, and newspaper flyers 

for some ideas. This could help you avoid the trap 

of making your decision while in the store—when 

impulse buying may cost you more than you wish 

to spend.

Setting a limit on the number—and cost—of the 

gifts you plan to buy can help you stay within your 

budget and allow you to purchase appropriate 

gifts for the special people in your life. Once 

you have your list, and estimate the cost of your 

proposed purchases, you can adjust it so the total 

expenditures fit into your holiday budget.

How to Control Holiday Spending



Shopping Strategy
To prevent overextending yourself, 
keep the following principles in mind:

• Shopping early and using the layaway plans  
offered by many stores might help you complete  
your shopping before the “holiday rush” begins.  
However, you may want to remember that some  
of the better sales come closer to the holidays. 

• Whenever possible, pay by cash or check, rather than by credit cards. High interest rates and the 
enticement to “pay later” may lead to a larger debt than you can afford. 

• Consider exchanging names among a group of friends or family with a set dollar limit to purchase a gift 
for one person. Remember, it’s quality, not quantity that matters when giving. 

• Think about pooling your resources with other family members to buy gifts for individuals, particularly 
if it involves a rather expensive present. 

• When in doubt, purchase a gift certificate from a person’s favorite store. With this type of gift you 
avoid overspending because you are purchasing a pre-determined amount. Chances are, your loved 
one will have some fun picking out the item they desire. 

• Look to purchase “stocking stuffers” at a discount store all in one trip. This will help you avoid impulse 
buys. 

• Prevent the “return blues” by saving all your receipts for gifts in one envelope. Label each slip with the 
items you purchased, where you purchased them, and for whom. 

• Handmade gifts and cards are sometimes the best gifts received. Use your creativity and talent to give 
the gift of yourself, it’s often a personal touch that is greatly appreciated!

Taking an organized approach to holiday shopping can make the experience enjoyable for many reasons. 
First, you will be getting the most value for your dollar. Second, you will now have the time to really relax and 
enjoy the holidays, knowing your preparations are complete.

Article copyright 2015 Liberty Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Distributed by Financial Media Exchange.



New Year’s
F i n a n c i a l  C H E C K L I S T

Create a budget. Track where your money goes to start saving.

Review your retirement plan contributions. By saving earlier, you’ll increase 
your potential retirement nest egg.

Make catch-up contributions. If you are age 50 or older, contribute above 
the regular limit if possible.

Check your credit report. Review your credit report to check for fraud and 
accuracy at annualcreditreport.com.

Review insurance coverage. 
Make sure you’re ready for the 
unexpected by checking your 
insurance coverages.

Enroll in automatic bill 
payment. Avoid missed 
payments, late fees, and dings 
on your credit score.

Rebalance plan investments. Align your portfolio with your 
risk tolerance and objectives.

Create a Will. Ensure that your personal belongings, 
assets, and investments go to your beneficiaries.

Build an emergency fund.  Hedge against 
unemployment or unanticipated expenses—save 
six to 12 months of living expenses.

Take control of debt. Kickstart your savings plan 
by paying down your debt.

Source: https://abm.emaplan.com/ABM/MediaServe/MediaLink?token=5e8e814ea9c14a989c44cdd2207cef5a



Shelly: I resolve to keep better in touch with my family.  We are all so busy these days, and the 
work weeks go by in the blink of an eye.  Instead of telling my kids and grandsons once a week 
that I love them, I resolve to tell them more often!

Ward: I will continue to lead our team to execute on our CWS mission statement and deliver 
our signature proactive concierge service. I will also make a concerted effort to be home for 
dinner with Debbie at a reasonable hour.

Michelle: Try to sleep more!

Dana: I plan to get back to reading more. Would like to read a book a month.

Cathy: To volunteer more.

Madeline: To grow Dan and I’s wedding videography side business!

Tina: To finish painting my house.

Bill: Read more books... with a goal of 10 books minimum in 2020.

Randy: Be more intentional in scheduling meaningful time with family and friends.

Chris: To break 80 playing golf.

Peter: More time with friends and family.

Our Team's 
New Year's 
Resolutions



PEOPLE & PLACES

eMoney Summit Conference

Ward, Bill, Tina, and Madeline traveled to Austin, Texas 
in October for the annual eMoney Summit Conference.

Medicare Lunch & Learn

Thank you to everyone who came out to our 
Fall Lunch and Learn: Road Map to Medicare. 
We hope you enjoyed the tasty sandwiches and 
our guest speaker, Nicole Kennedy from HTA.

LPL Focus Conference

Covenant Wealth Strategies traveled to 
San Diego, California in August for the 
annual LPL Focus Conference. Ward pictured with speakers William McRaven and Katie Couric



Covenant Welcomes New Wealth Advisor Bill Lloyd

     Bill’s experience in the financial services industry makes him a great 
fit with the mission of Covenant Wealth Strategies. Not only is Bill 
passionate about understanding our clients’ personal, professional, and 
financial goals, his professional background in Annuity and Qualified 
Plan businesses makes him a great asset to our team. Bill will be working 
closely with our clients to provide proactive, concierge service to help our 
clients pursue their unique goals and objectives.
     Bill is a former Division 1 student-athlete with a Bachelor of Science in 
Marketing from Penn State University Smeal College of Business. Before 
joining Covenant in July of 2019, Bill gained extensive experience in the 
financial services industry, most recently as a Regional Vice President 
with Lincoln Financial. Skilled in retirement plans, investments, annuities, 
college planning, and relationship management, Bill is excited to foster 
relationships with our clients and build a foundation of trust, experience 
and exceptional service. As part of our investment committee, Bill is also a 
part of the team that delivers investment strategies to our clients
     Outside of work, Bill enjoys coaching lacrosse and spending time with 
his wife, Katie and their two beautiful children, Mason and Avery. They 
love making memories as a growing family, especially at the beach!

Covenant Welcomes Baby 
Milo Marcel Fischer
     
Milo Marcel Fischer was born 
to Michelle and Sebastian 
Fischer on September 19th. 
Milo weighed 8 lbs 3 oz and was 
22 ½ inches long. Milo enjoys 
cuddling with his dachshunds at 
home and listening to music.

PEOPLE & PLACES



15 Middleton Drive
Wilmington, DE 19808
302.234.5655
www.covenantwealthstrategies.com
Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
a registered investment adviser, member FINRA/SIPC.

A long term resident of Delaware, artist Larry Anderson 
enjoys focusing his attentions to the beauty of the Eastern 
Seaboard's sights and events.  Larry attempts to search out 
past and present nostalgia relating to "history in the making".  
Larry likes to keep his art inviting and have the feeling of 
being able to "walk in and stay" in his works for a while, 
creating the art that reflects our lives and times.

While Larry enjoys capturing the local lore and events 
that are unique to this area, he also enjoys "participation 
painting" incorporating other people's ideas, memories and 
dreams into his art.  Larry is dedicated to preserving the 
history of the region, actively supporting causes and efforts 
by both participation and fundraising events.

Larry is from an artistic family.  His parents met in art school 
and his brother Jon is a professional artist as well.

Larry is a graduate of Fine Arts from the American Academy 
of Arts in Chicago, Illinois where he studied commercial 
illustration and watercolor. After being transferred to the 
Delaware Valley as an Electrical Engineer and Construction 
Manager in 1984 he began to realize his talents laid 
elsewhere and has spent the last 25 years of his life as a full 
time Artist and part time civic activist.

Larry's works are in many private and commercial collections 
around the world.  

Visit his website: www.larryanderson.com

Larry Anderson
The Artist Behind the Paintings of the Historic Stone Barn


