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The Lure of the 
Obscure Park 
 



Ryder departed with his companions, Sara and Anna, at 7am 
to the abandon park. It was going to be hard to navigate 

because it was in a obscure area, but the lure of the 
adventure was greater than their fear. Only pedestrians could 
get there because a few years ago a blizzard with gale force 

winds caused an avalanche that destroyed the bridge to 
leading to the park. 



Ryder said, “Our  destination is approximately one 
mile away.  You can see it right over the horizon.  It is 
not like we are going to have to take a voyage  across 
the Atlantic to get there, but we will have to slide 
down to the creek below.  If we follow the course of 
the creek, it will take us to the park. We just have to 
get down from this summit.” 



Despair entered Sara’s heart as she 
said, “I do not think we can do this.” 



Ryder encouraged Sara by saying, “Remember  our motto , ‘I 
can do all things through Christ who gives me strength’ from 
Philippians 4:13” and “Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight” from 
Proverbs 3:5-6. 



Anna said to Sara, “This is going to fun; 
it is like a makeshift obstacle course.” 



Ryder slid vertically 
down the side of the 
cliff. 



“Look , Sara, I made it; Anna on 
her way down.  You can do it 
too.” Sara was worried about 
being severed from the group, 
so she slid down too. 



Sara landed right on top of Ryder.  She did not accurately land 
where she was supposed to land.  If Ryder knew the course 

Sara was going take, he would have got out of her way sooner.  



A nostalgic thought entered Anna’s mind as she remembered 
their childhood mud fights.  She starting feeling jubilant as a 
pile of mud departed from her hand with great accuracy as it 
hit Ryder in the face. 



Anna’s course of action revived Ryder and Sara; they started 
throwing mud pies too.   



It became evident that Anna got too carried away. She 
ferociously attacked Ryder with a gigantic mud ball and 
jostled it into his face. She said to him, “You are a puny boy! 
You are prey and I am the predator.”  Then she pounced on 
him. 



Sara had to pull Anna off Ryder.  It was hard for her to 
comprehend why Anna was being so wild.  She was not 
accustomed to such behavior. 



Ryder laughed as he budged Anna off him.  This mud 
fight was a fun distraction, but now it was time to keep 
on going. 



Ryder knew that he was assigned the task of finding the 
park.  The mud fight had revived his companions, but it 
was important that he remind them of their voyage and 
the need to get there soon. 



Anna had to be patient because she knew there were 
many obstacles to overcome. 



They had to be alert; the walls were deteriorating 
because of all the rain yesterday. 



Ryder said 
optimistically, “This is 
a real challenge, but 
nothing is going to 
thwart our plans !” 



Anna said, “Do you think 
this was the best route? 
Are we going the right 
way?  I am scared; I want 
to go back.” 



Ryder’s tersely replied, “You need to conquer your fear, 
Anna!”  Sara said, “Remember what Ryder previously told 
me? ‘I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength’ 
from Philippians 4:13 and ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight’ from 
Proverbs 3:5-6.” 
 



Anna said, “It is not God ; it is Ryder 
that I do not trust.  Do you really know 
how to get there, Ryder?”  Ryder 
optimistically said, “All we have  to do 
is crawl through that crevice and we 
should be there.” 



It was a foolhardy way 
to get there, and Anna 
sensed it. 



Anna and Sara 
denounced Ryder’s 
plan to crawl through 
the crevice;  they 
loathe that idea as 
they went separate 
ways. 



Ryder started to 
harbor bad feelings as 
he felt the agony of his 
bad idea.  He knew 
this was self inflicted 
pain caused by his 
pride. 



Sara and Anna were 
laughing at Ryder. 



“I hear you laughing,” 
Ryder said. “This is 
testing my steadfast 
character… 



…but if you don’t stop 
laughing  at me, it is 
going  to rouse a 
monstrous side of 
me.” 



“Jump down, Sara!” 



Ahhhhhh! 



Sara helped Ryder get out of 
the water. 



“Yuck, my feet are stuck.” 



“Maybe the park is over 
here?” 



“Oh, look it is a tunnel!” said 
Ryder. 



The feeling of excitement escalated as he neared the 
opening.  He felt strongly that he was near the park. 



What agony he felt when 
there was nothing there.  He 
felt like they should abolish 
the idea of finding the park. 



Just then Sara yelled, “I found it!”  
 
The feelings Sara felt when she 
found the old park were  hard to 
translate.  She was both excited 
and sad because the place looked 
very grim. 



“Hey, come and see what I 
found; it looks like a 
catapult.” 



The lure to take a closer 
look was strong. Yet, Sara 
said, “I do not think we 
should meddle with this; it 
looks unsafe.” 



“Come on you guys! Let’s 
jump in and go swimming!” 



Ryder and Anna yelled, 
“We’re coming!” So Sara 
immediately jumped into 
the water first.  She was so 
glad that they had decided 
to go to this wonderful 
destination. 


