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Our Viewpoint – Life is Good 
Life seems to go faster year-by-year, but we want to 
pause a moment to say THANK YOU! You helped us 
make 2019 a great year. Sure, the stock market was 
positive, but 2019 was a record year for Odyssey 
based on new clients, new investment dollars, and 
client retention. We thank you 
for trusting us to serve as your 
advisor and personal financial 
partner, but we also thank you 
for being our friends, and for 
being so confident in your own 
situations that you are willing 
to make new introductions. 
We very much appreciate it 
when you tell others about our 
services so we can help them 
too.

And we are incredibly grateful 
for your generosity. Because of you, we were able 
to donate $4240 (money and in-kind donations) to 
BLESSING IN A BACKPACK for Odyssey’s 15th Annual 
Holiday Outreach. As they expressed, “the outpouring 
of donations from your clients, as well 
as your donation match, was amazing and humbling. 
40 children will be blessed with a backpack full of 
food each-and-every Friday for the next school year, 
ensuring them a hunger-free weekend.”

We also look forward to 2020 as our firm is growing! 
We’re in the process of hiring a new team member, 
but we are also celebrating the expansion of our family 

– Anne’s baby boy is due in March! We look forward 
to welcoming both to the Odyssey family very soon. 
You’ll meet our new team member when you come 
in for meetings as they’ll be part of our financial 
planning team. 

Life is good. Do you have a 
t-shirt with that slogan written 
on it? This image usually 
represents a scene of joy or 
happiness, and when it is 
matched with the proper owner 
the result usually involves a 
smile.

We hope you “feel” good 
whenever you think about your 
own personal financial well-
being. Life truly is a journey, and 

as such Odyssey is here, to look out for, and take care 
of you. We can’t make you feel good by simply handing 
you a t-shirt (we wish it was that easy), but we do work 
hard every day to provide advice in your best interests, 
through the specific process we follow:

1.  Together we define what you want out of life, by 
aligning your goals with your personal values.

2.  We focus on what we can control (not what we can’t) 
because life is a journey and things happen.

3.  We utilize an investment strategy you can stick with 
through good times, and tough times.
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Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. Indices are not available for direct 
investment. Index performance does not reflect the expenses associated with the management of 
an actual portfolio. Market segment (index representation) as follows: US Stock Market (Russell 
3000 Index), International Developed Stocks (MSCI World ex USA Index [net div.]), Emerging 
Markets (MSCI Emerging Markets Index [net div.]), Global Real Estate (S&P Global REIT Index [net 
div.]), US Bond Market (Bloomberg Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index), and Global Bond Market 
ex US (Bloomberg Barclays Global Aggregate ex-USD Bond Index [hedged to USD]). S&P data 
© 2020 S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC, a division of S&P Global. All rights reserved. Frank Russell 
Company is the source and owner of the trademarks, service marks, and copyrights related to the 
Russell Indexes. MSCI data © MSCI 2020, all rights reserved. Bloomberg Barclays data provided 
by Bloomberg.

The Benefit of Long Term Investing:
Market Summary – Index Returns (as of 12.31.19) 

  International Emerging Global  Global
 US Stock Developed Markets Real US Bond Bond Market
 Market Stocks Stocks Estate Market ex US

 STOCKS BONDS

 31.02% 22.49% 18.42% 23.12% 8.72% 7.57%

 STOCKS BONDS

 11.24% 5.42% 5.61% 5.56% 3.05% 3.87%

1
YEAR

5
YEARS

10
YEARS

 STOCKS BONDS

 13.42% 5.32% 3.68% 9.31% 3.75% 4.29%

4.  And lastly, we keep our eyes on the big 
picture –avoiding pitfalls, ignoring the 
noise and focusing our efforts on achieving 
your goals.

We do all of this to maximize your financial 
well-being. We strive to meet or exceed 
your expectations. If we’ve done so, please 
think to introduce us when colleagues or 
friends inquire as to why you feel so good 
(comfortable and confident) in your financial 
future. We’re here to help.

Dimensional Reduces 
Mutual Fund Fees
As the mutual funds managed by Dimensional 
Fund Advisors continue to add investor dollars, 
they have once again announced a reduction of 
their fees effective February 28, 2020. “We 
expect to do better than benchmarks and peers, 
after fees, so we fight for every basis point,” 
noted Gerard O’Reilly, Co-CEO and CIO. We are 
glad our clients will benefit from this fight.

Odyssey’s 2020 Calendar 
We’re mixing up our calendar-of-events this 
year. Please note the following:
n  Client Dinner – our typical January dinner 

is moving to August or September this year
n  Client Appreciation – February 29
n  Ladies Luncheon – This is also moving to the 

fall this year
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A New Version of Everplans
We continue to have client’s respond positively to getting their lives 
“organized” using Everplans. And to enhance this experience, a new 
version is now available. It is even easier to use & more helpful for 
you and your family. Login to your account to experience the new 
version and/or contact Anne Simpson if you have questions about 
setting up your Everplan.

How is Everplans better?
n  A better user experience for managing your information
n  Speed improvements to make pages and data load faster
n  More comprehensive categories for organizing your information
n  Security enhancements such as private key encryption



®

3

N E W S L E T T E R  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0

Team Updates
Robert: Happy New Year from the Fezza’s! Hope you all 
had a fun and peaceful holiday season. Teri and I spent 
a few days at the Biltmore House for her November 
birthday. The Christmas lights and decorations were 
very impressive. We highly recommend it, especially 
during the Christmas season. They also currently have a 
Downton Abbey exhibit which Teri very much enjoyed. 
We were in town for Christmas and New Year’s and had 
some good family time. Matthew and Megan are back in 
school. No college decision yet for Megan. After being 
deferred by UGA and the University of South Carolina, 
Megan has a few less choices but still some very good 
ones. By the time I write again in April we’ll know if it’s 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Auburn, UNC Charlotte, or Georgia 
College in Milledgeville. We thank you for another year 
of your trust and confidence!

Steve: It’s a new year filled with new opportunities. 
From my family to yours – we wish you much joy and 
prosperity! 2019 ended with a bang. Our family traveled 
to Kannapolis, NC, for Thanksgiving with my in-laws 
(all 23), then we moved on to Denver, CO, for Christmas 
with my family (all 11 of us). The girls had a blast with 
all their cousins in both locations, and it was great to 
spend time with family. We didn’t get to ski, but we did 
find a tubing hill while out west – where we reached 
a max speed of 25 MPH – what a blast! And although 
we’ve enjoyed a brief break from the girl’s activities, 

Grace and her softball has already kicked into gear with 
a tournament in FL this month. Best wishes to all!

Janeen: Happy New Year! It is a big year ahead for my 
household as Rob and I both turn 50 this year. While 
I can’t say I am looking forward to it we will celebrate 
over the summer with a trip to Ireland. That should 
soften the blow. The kids are doing well. Alex managed 
to pull off a 4.0 GPA his first semester in college and 
JD continues to excel as well. There are no sports for 
the kids over the winter and I am enjoying the more 
laid-back schedule at home. I hope everyone had 
a wonderful holiday season and I look forward to 
connecting in 2020.

Anne: I hope you all had a fantastic time celebrating the 
holidays with friends and family. Christmas was extra 
special this year, as my aunt and uncle joined in our 
family’s Christmas celebration. We also met our new 
neighbors at the annual neighborhood Christmas party, 
complete with an “ornaments and spirits” exchange. 
John’s family came into town for New Years and helped 
us with some house projects. We’ve been busy setting 
up the nursery; we’re going with a baseball theme 
with Atlanta Braves and Washington Nationals decor. 
Hopefully, we’ll have everything set up by the end 
of January… March will be here before we know it! 
Wishing everyone a joyful and prosperous 2020!

We encourage you to follow us on Facebook 
(search @odysseypfa) to see and hear what is 
going on with Your Odyssey Team.

Hindsight is 20/20. Foresight isn’t. We are all susceptible 
to the continuous bombardment of headlines and 
soundbites where wild prognostications are made 
regarding the stock market and economy. But not 
everything plays out the way we expect it to, especially in 
the world of economics and investing. The markets are 
unpredictable, which means there is no repeatable way 
to consistently forecast stock and bond price movements. 
Rather than basing decisions on best guesses, we believe 
it’s best to remain diversified and to invest where the 
markets do provide a reward over time. Want proof? 
These are all facts from 2019: 

1.  Economists expected the Federal Reserve to raise 
interest rates multiple times. Instead, they lowered 
rates – 3 times.

2.  2018 ended with market losses in the US. As 2019 
began, American confidence weakened fearing an 
economic slowdown. Instead, the US stock market 
achieved 30% returns (S&P 500).

3.  Expectations for Developed International and 
Emerging Markets were in the tank, but all 23 
developed countries experienced positive gains in 
2019. And among emerging market countries, Greece 
experienced a complete turnaround gaining 55.76% 
(the highest in 2019) after a 37% decline in 2018.

(Sources: Morningstar and Dimensional Fund Advisors)

A Good Reminder 
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Our Contact Information 
Phone: (770) 992.4444

Fax: (770) 587.2531

Email: janeen.blecker@odysseypfa.com  Phone: ext. 2

 robert.fezza@odysseypfa.com Phone: ext. 3

 anne.simpson@odysseypfa.com  Phone: ext. 4

 steve.siders@odysseypfa.com  Phone: ext. 5

Website: www.odysseypfa.com

Address: 500 Sun Valley Drive, Suite A6

 Roswell, GA 30076

The opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author and not those of 
Cetera Financial Specialists, LLC.

Life is a Journey. Navigate it Wisely.
Each one of us has our own story. A story no one 
else can tell. It’s about life, faith, family, careers, 
hobbies, experiences, successes, failures, joys and 
heartaches. It’s a journey that lasts a lifetime. One 
that hopefully will leave the world a better place 
because of the contributions you’ve made – your 
own personal odyssey!

Money and finances influence decisions along the 
way. Having a guide to walk with you can help you 
stay on course. We’re excited you have chosen (or are 
considering choosing) us as your financial guide: to 
watch over your finances, to encourage you to dream 
and set goals, and to help you achieve them.

Our Mission
Statement

Serving God and our clients to 

identify and fulfill life’s dreams

in a caring and personalized

environment.
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