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Part I: Discovering Your Money Psychology   

 

Understanding how you feel about money and where those emotions come from is an important step in taking charge of your financial life. This 

questionnaire explores your beliefs and attitudes about spending, investing, risk and your vision of a secure financial future. The answers will help guide 

discussions with us about how to address your unique financial circumstances.  

 

1. What prompted you to seek guidance and/or more information on financial and investment matters? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. If you could change one thing about your personal finances, what would it be? Why? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you track where your money goes?  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. When do you think it makes sense to use debt to pay for purchases and when do you think it is better to pay cash? 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do with your money?  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What does “financial success” mean to you? How will you know when you have achieved it? What, if anything, will you do differently when you 

have achieved this success? 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. If you could pick only one financial lesson to teach your children or the loved ones in your life, what would it be? Why?  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. What are some major life events you are anticipating that might impact financial plans/discussions? 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Describe your knowledge of and participation in the management of your investment assets.  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10. How did you handle your investment and retirement accounts during the Great Recession of 2007-2009? Did you make any changes to your 

allocation? What did you learn about yourself? Would you do anything differently? 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. What are the key factors in building a trusted relationship?  
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 2: Discovering Your Risk Tolerance   

Please complete this questionnaire as thoroughly as possible and consider your responses carefully. Your answers will provide us with valuable insight 

into your prior investment experience and will enable us to more closely align our recommendations with your goals and preferences. The information 

provided here will be carefully analyzed and will ultimately establish the foundation for your investment program.  

 

1. Which of the following best describes your primary investment goal? 

a. My goal is preserving the real (inflation-protected) value of my investment. I am not concerned with out-performing the market. 

b. My goal is generating current income. I am not concerned with growing the value of my investment. 

c. My goal is a combination of generating current income and growing the value of my investment. 

d. My goal is growing the value of my investment, and I am willing to tolerate sizeable losses in some years. 

 

2. What is the time horizon for your investment? 

a. 1-3 years: These investments need to remain very liquid. 

b. 3-5 years: I can only tolerate a small amount of volatility. 

c. 5-10 years: I can tolerate a moderate amount of volatility. 

d. Over 10 years: These assets are invested for the long term and I can tolerate short-term fluctuations in value. 

 

3. The assets considered for investment are what percentage of your total investable assets? 

a. More than 75% 

b. 50% - 75% 

c. 25% - 50% 

d. Less than 25% 

 

4. Please choose the phrase that best describes the degree to which you will rely on these assets. 

a. These investments are critical to my current and future financial wellbeing; I have few other assets or sources of current 

and future income. 

b. While these assets are a significant portion of my wealth, I have other assets and additional sources of current and future 

income. 

c. While these investments are an important portion of my wealth, I have considerable additional assets and other significant 

sources of current and future income. 

d. This investment is fairly small in relation to my overall wealth and my other sources of current and future income. 
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5. How likely is it that you will need to withdraw a significant portion of these assets prior to your planned time horizon to pay for a 

home, education or for some other purpose? 

a. There is little to no chance 

b. It is possible, but not likely 

c. There is a strong chance 

d. I will definitely be withdrawing assets 

 

6. If you do expect to withdraw a significant portion of your account, when is it likely to be? 

a. Immediately or very soon  

b. Within 5 years 

c. Within 5 -10 years 

d. More than 10 years from now 

 

7. Assume your investment time horizon is more than ten years. During the second year of investment, your portfolio declines to less than its 

initial value. Where would you place your reaction along the following scale? 

a b c d e f 

 

I never want to see the value of my investments 

decline. 

I would be disappointed by this kind of loss, but I 

need a balanced, diversified portfolio to reach my 

long-term goals. 

I don't pay any attention to short-term 

fluctuations in market value because I am 

investing for growth and I will not need my 

money until the end of my investment time 

horizon
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8. Illustrated below is the range of annualized returns from best to worst for both one-year and three-year periods, from January 1979 

through December 2012, for six hypothetical portfolios in which $100,000 was invested.* Considering the range of returns and the 

downside risk associated with each portfolio, which do you feel would be the most appropriate for you? 

a b c d e f 
 

BEST ANNUALIZED RETURNS 

 

$160,000 

$140,000 

$120,000 

$100,000 

$80,000 

$60,000 

 

 WORST ANNUALIZED RETURNS 1-year rolling average 

 3-year  rolling average 

 

*The returns are rolling 12-month and 36-month averages from January 1, 1979 through December 31, 2012 for six hypothetical multi-asset class portfolios along the risk-return spectrum 
ranging from conservative to maximum growth. These returns do not reflect the performance of actual investment accounts, and are presented for illustrative purposes only. Past 
performance is not indicative of future results. 

 

9. If you made a long-term investment of $100,000, how much loss in a single year would you withstand before selling? 

a. 5%, or $5000 on a $100,000 investment  

b. 10%, or $10,000 on a $100,000 investment  

c. 20%, or $20,000 on a $100,000 investment 

d. I would not sell my investments based on a single-year loss 

 

10. Suppose that your portfolio lost a significant amount of value over a two- to three-year period. What action would you take? 

a. Move my investments to a very conservative portfolio to avoid losing more money 

b. Move some of my assets to more conservative  investments 

c. Maintain my present disciplined, long-term strategy 

d. Develop a more aggressive strategy to recover my losses 
 

$160,276 

$136,561 

$120,949 

$140,253 
$143,975 

$130,270 

$147,648 

$133,954 

$153,180 

$137,698 
$141,428 

$124,719 

$100,745 

$91,219 

$96,720 
$92,721 $89,298 

$80,398 
$85,472 

$83,252 

$70,619 
$64,110 

$58,084 
$54,645 
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By signing below and to the best of my knowledge the information contained in this questionnaire is both accurate and complete. My financial 

advisor will incorporate our discussion and this information into my investment strategy and allocation. If my current life circumstances should 

change, I understand that it is my responsibility to inform my advisor so that a review and potential adjustments can be made to my portfolio. 

 
 
________________________________  ________________________________  _______________ 
Client Name     Signature      Date 

 
 

________________________________  ________________________________  _______________ 
Co-Client Name     Signature      Date 

 
 
________________________________  ________________________________  _______________ 
Advisor      Signature      Date 
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