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STORY BY  KJ SMITH, a parishioner at Our Lady of Mercy in Aurora

So, we’re done then, right? I made one giant leap to start 
my business and the blessings effortlessly flowed! Well…
perhaps…but just as the disciples did not immediately 
know it was Jesus with whom they walked on the road 
to Emmaus after His resurrection (Luke 24:16), sometimes 
even the most profound changes are difficult to recognize.

Realizing it was Jesus in the breaking of the bread (Luke 

24:30-31) and having their minds opened to Scripture (Luke 

24:45) marked the very beginning of the Apostles’ mission, 
not the end. They probably thought they had already 
accomplished everything they needed to simply by ac-
knowledging Jesus as Lord and Savior. Can you imagine 
them leaving Jerusalem the day of the resurrection? No 
doubt they were full of turmoil (Luke 24:17-24). 

The Bible doesn’t say why they left for Emmaus, but 
I can only imagine that getting out of town for a while 
seemed a prudent move following Jesus’ execution. Then 
they encounter the risen Lord. This is it! The culmination 
of everything! Yet, Jesus ascends into heaven, and the 
Apostles are sent to spread the Gospel and establish the 
Church, relying heavily on the sometimes-difficult-to-dis-
cern Holy Spirit (a brand-new concept to them, by the way).

Every town and temple they enter is another unknown. 
Even Paul, the most successful evangelist of the early 
Church, is imprisoned, repeatedly beaten, his life threat-
ened and ultimately martyred. When Paul first arrived 
in Rome, he did so as a prisoner in chains, guarded by a 
soldier, to preach on behalf of a “…sect that is denounced 
everywhere” (Acts 28:22). The city that is the present-day 
spiritual center of Catholicism was not immediately con-
verted. Paul merely planted the seed. He cast his net and 
joyfully surrendered to the harvest whether he perceived 
it or not. Likewise, the day Peter, James, and John obeyed 
Jesus and cast their nets into deep water (Luke 5:5-8) was 
only the beginning of their journeys.

Life cannot be accomplished by a single cast. God’s plan 
requires that we return to deep waters again and again, 
each time facing renewed anxiety that our nets will return 
empty, or worse yet, that we’ll capsize the boat and lose 
everything. When the prize we’re fishing for must once 
again wait until the next cast, our resolve regarding the 
whole ordeal can be seriously shaken. Yet, there are ben-
efits to those empty nets. What I’ve learned over the past 
two years is that surrender is like a muscle. The greatest 
gains come from consistent repetitions, regardless of 
your ability to perceive progress in the moment. Without 
numerous lighter weight reps, you’ll never be able to lift 
that heavy burden when it’s time. Introspection is the gym 
mirror that enables us to finally witness the fruits of our 
labor. Compare yourself to yesterday and perhaps you’ll be 
disappointed; compare yourself to last year and hopefully 
the examination reveals otherwise.

So now as I look back on the past two years, I’m amazed 
at how far Ethos Logos Investments has come. I’m shocked 
because it seems as though the majority of my experience 
has been the discomfort and fatigue of the repetitions, not 

I t’s been a year-and-a-half since my last article appeared in the 

August issue of this magazine. The article was about discerning 

God’s will in the chaos of life, embracing one’s vocation by heeding 

the call into deep water, and surrendering to what the nets may 

produce. The deep water is a reference to me starting a business 

recently called Ethos Logos Investments, a financial services firm 

that insulates clients from activities they are morally opposed to, 

while leveraging ownership of companies held in their portfolio to 

effect positive social change.
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the growth that resulted. Initially, my actions were domi-
nated by my business goals, and my mood was dictated 
by how well I felt I was accomplishing those goals. Still, 
I commenced each day with a morning petition that all 
my prayers, works, and actions would begin always with 
God and through God be happily ended, and I offered my 

prayers, works, joys, and suffer-
ings of the day for the intentions 
of the Most Holy Sacred Heart.

This short prayer has kept me 
grounded in the “big picture,” 
regardless of what the day might 
bring. The catalyst for my actions 
slowly changed from my busi-
ness goals to God’s. Little by lit-
tle, I began to mean the prayer 
I prayed. Through intentional 
daily surrender in things big and 
small, my business has become 

my vocation more fully and transformed my personal life 
as well. Now, keeping God’s will front-and-center of my 
daily intentions has become easier. I have greater clarity 
regarding the structure and goals of my day and peace 
that persists even when it all gets thrown astray.

Initially, there was a temptation to believe that I de-
served immediate success because I did what I thought 
God wanted: I started my business. Yet, almost nothing 
manifests as we anticipate. I’ve hit some heavy obstacles 
along the way that made me wonder if I was the only one 
doing my part in this partnership with God. It is only when 
I look back that I can see clearly. Now I understand that 
opportunities lost were navigational beacons directing 
me along the path. Empty nets inspired more productive 
casts. Fish that escaped were indications of nets that need-

ed mending. Negative experiences all 
provided some benefit that turned 
out to be critical later. The anxiety of 
surrender and the pain of small failures 
were the day-to-day experience, but 
the overall reality is that Ethos Logos 
Investments is booming. It sounds 
crazy, but if I hadn’t stopped to reflect, 
I wouldn’t have even realized it.

Today, Ethos Logos Investments 
has clients across the country, both 
individuals and institutions. We’ve 
created a 403b and 401k program 
that enables employees to invest 
in Catholic portfolios, socially re-
sponsible portfolios, or traditional 
investments, such as Vanguard and 
American Funds, so that all employ-
ees can honor their conscience with their retirement 
dollars in a way that didn’t previously exist. I have helped 
self-proclaimed hopeless individuals create financial plans 
that restored their optimism for the future. I’ve given 
presentations on socially responsible investing and the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s “Responsible 
Investing Guidelines” to help evangelize that investments 
can, and should, reflect one’s morals. 

As I write this, I’m blown away that Google Analytics 
reports that my website received more than 10,000-page 
views last month, which is 13,616 percent higher than in-
dustry average. Just recently, a former colleague of mine 
who lives across the country reached out to say he heard 
my commercial on Relevant Radio and that he tells his 
friends “I knew him when.”

Like the Apostles exiting the Upper Room (Act 2), I know 
this is only the beginning of my journey, and I don’t pre-
tend to know where I’m going or what will be asked of me. 
Sure, I have goals that I think I’d like to achieve, but I have 
exercised that surrender muscle enough to know better. 
Today, I spend less time fretting over difficulties and more 
time in prayer, asking for direction and acceptance. In all 
things may the most holy, the most just, and the most 
lovable will of God be done, praised and exalted above all 
forever. This is my new prayer, and I have to admit: I mean 
it more now than I used to. 
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“Like the Apostles exiting the Upper 
Room (Act 2), I know this is only the 

beginning of my journey, and I don’t 
pretend to know where I’m going or 

what will be asked of me.”


