
 
 

 
 

Many Small to Mid-Size Institutions are Employing Out-Dated Investment Strategies  
Endeavor Wealth Management, a leading investment consulting firm, encourages smaller foundations 

and endowments to utilize more modern products and technologies in their portfolios 
 

St. Louis, Mo. – February 21, 2014 – While larger endowments like Harvard and Yale began to diversify 

their assets beyond stocks and bonds decades ago, small institutions are consistently suffering from a 

lack of diversification in their investment portfolios. Consultants from Endeavor Wealth Management 

have found that the investment strategies of smaller organizations, foundations and endowments are 

simply not keeping up with today’s modern products and technology.  

Historically, access to strategies used by larger institutions has not been available to smaller institutions, 

but with the evolution of investment products, smaller organizations now have the opportunity to 

diversify their portfolios and effectively emulate the strategies of larger institutions. 

Over the last 30 years, asset allocation strategies have made great strides in making portfolio 

diversification a simpler process. Previously, smaller institutions were excluded from employing 

alternative investments, or non-correlating assets, as they were reserved for large sums of money. With 

the introduction of new products in the financial services industry, however, smaller institutions now 

have the opportunity to combine traditional investment strategies with alternative asset classes, in turn 

mimicking the portfolio diversification of larger institutions.   

“Some smaller institutions are investing like it’s 1980,” said Bret Sinak, MBA, AIF®, Endeavor Wealth 

Management’s co-founder and managing director. “Technology has evolved in many other industries, 

including financial services, but the typical investment processes for smaller foundations, endowments 

and nonprofit organizations have not kept up.” 

In a market where a traditional allocation of stocks, bonds and cash may no longer be the ideal approach 

for pursuing an organization’s financial goals, smaller institutions now have the ability to employ more 

diversified strategies and invest in additional asset classes. Newly available products provide access to 

additional asset classes including real estate assets, commodities and alternative strategies. In 

particular, smaller institutions can now access these alternatives through the use of mutual funds and 

exchange-traded funds (ETFs)  

“Available public information shows that institutions are carrying far too much in traditional asset 

classes, such as cash, stocks and bonds,” said Ron Portell, CAP®, co-founder and managing director of 

Endeavor Wealth Management. “These institutions haven’t adapted, despite the availability of many 

new products. This is also likely due to the fact that they aren’t working with consultants specializing in 

institutional investment strategies. Institutional consultants will be able to bring attention to these 
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evolving trends and encourage their clients to take advantage of products that are now readily available 

and offer a greater opportunity for diversification through asset allocation.” 

About Endeavor Wealth Management 

Based in the greater St. Louis, Mo. area, Endeavor Wealth Management is one of the only wealth 

management firms in the region that specializes in investment consulting and money management for 

institutions, foundations and endowments. The Endeavor Wealth Management team has dedicated 

resources to service the unique needs of this sector and understands the importance of focusing on 

long-term investment objectives and spending policies. The firm helps foundations and endowments 

create and implement an overall investment strategy that equals their investment goals and risk 

tolerance, while providing the credibility for further investments. Endeavor Wealth Management advises 

over $100 million in client assets. For more information, please visit www.endeavorwealthmgt.com.  

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. 

Investing involves risk including the potential loss of principal. No strategy, such as asset allocation, can 

assure success or protects against loss. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. There is no 

guarantee that a diversified portfolio will enhance overall returns or outperform a non-diversified 

portfolio. Diversification does not protect against market risk. 
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