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Quarterly Market Review: January-March 2013 
 

Dear Clients and Friends, 

I’m happy to enclose your 1st quarter 2013 investment performance report for the period ending on March 31, 2013. 

The U.S. economy has been resilient so far in 2013, despite facing many challenges. The fiscal cliff — the combination of tax increases and 
government spending cuts that began at the start of this year — was largely averted. The debt limit was increased, avoiding a contentious debate 
with potential negative ramifications for the economy. Finally, the spending cuts prescribed by the sequester, the $85 billion in across-the-board 
spending cuts agreed to as part of the debt ceiling increase in the summer of 2011, began on March 1, 2013, and are beginning to be felt across 
the economy.  

The Markets 
If domestic equities hit the snooze button for the rest of 2013, they would still have had a pretty good record for the year. The Dow hit an 
all-time closing high in March, finally erasing all of its losses since October 2007, and the broader S&P 500 finally squeaked out its own new 
record close--by four points--on the last trading day of the quarter. The Nasdaq struggled with setbacks in the tech sector, while the small 
caps of the Russell 2000 continued to outpace the other three domestic indices. Despite a strong start for the quarter, the Global Dow 
suffered yet again from political uncertainties, record unemployment, and a contracting economy in Europe, as well as concerns about 
potentially slower growth in China. 

As equities showed strength, U.S. Treasury yields nudged up over the quarter, while the dollar gained more than 4% against a basket of six 
foreign currencies. Despite spiking briefly in February, oil prices ended the quarter up only slightly at roughly $95 a barrel, while gold 
continued its six-month slide to end under $1,600 an ounce. 

 

Market/Index 2012 Close As of 3/29 Monthly Change Quarterly Change YTD Change 

DJIA 13104.14 14578.54 3.73% 11.25% 11.25% 

NASDAQ 3019.51 3267.52 3.40% 8.21% 8.21% 

S&P 500 1426.19 1569.19 3.60% 10.03% 10.03% 

Russell 2000 849.35 951.54 4.44% 12.03% 12.03% 

Global Dow 1995.96 2108.55 1.02% 5.64% 5.64% 

Fed. Funds .25% .25% 0 bps 0 bps 0 bps 

10-year Treasuries 1.78% 1.87% -2 bps 9 bps 9 bps 
 

Equities data reflect price changes, not total return. 

Quarterly Economic Perspective 
•   The Bureau of Labor Statistics said the unemployment rate fell to 7.7%; the 246,000 new jobs added by the private sector were partly 

offset by the loss of 10,000 government jobs. Meanwhile, economic growth during the final quarter of 2012 slowed substantially. 
According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, the 3.1% growth seen in the third quarter shrank to 0.4% in Q4, while corporate after-tax 
profits rose 3.3% during the quarter (though they were down 1.1% year-over-year). 

•   The $85 billion of across-the-board federal budget cuts known as “the sequester” began going into effect, raising questions about how 
they might affect economic growth later in the year. However, Congress averted a second potential stalemate, agreeing to a continuing 
resolution to fund the federal government through September. 
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•   Long-term trends in the housing market continued to improve. Home prices in 20 cities measured by the S&P/Case-Shiller index were 
more than 8% higher than a year earlier. The Commerce Department said new single-family home sales were up more than 12% from a 
year ago, while housing starts were almost 28% ahead of the same time last year. And the National Association of Realtors® said home 
resales are more than 10% ahead of a year ago, and have reached their highest level since November 2009, when there was a 
homebuyer's tax credit. 
•   The Federal Open Market Committee will continue its bond purchases until the unemployment rate falls to 6.5%. However, it has 
begun to explore options for winding down quantitative easing, and may vary the size of its purchases if economic recovery picks up. 
•   A surge in orders for commercial aircraft helped boost U.S. durable manufactured goods orders during the quarter, according to the 
Commerce Department. Retail sales saw their biggest monthly increase since September during February, though the Commerce 
Department said increased spending at gas stations accounted for part of the higher figures. The spike in gas prices also helped push up 
consumer inflation over the last 12 months to 2%, while the Bureau of Labor Statistics said wholesale prices rose 1.7% during the same 
time. 

•   It was tiny Cyprus's turn to be the focus of concerns about eurozone financial stability. After first rejecting the terms of a €10 billion 
bailout agreement with the international lenders known as the troika, Cyprus's parliament agreed to tax bank deposits over €100,000. It 
also imposed tight limits on bank withdrawals and other transactions to try to prevent capital from leaving the country, which would make 
debt repayment even more difficult. 

•   European economies contracted during the final quarter of 2012, according to the Organization for Economic Development, while 
Chinese growth remained relatively stable, though slower than the year before. 

 
I hope you are enjoying the Spring. Please contact your advisor to discuss your investment portfolio and financial planning. If you believe 
your circumstances have changed, please contact us for a review and to assess what changes we should make to your client profile. We 
should plan to meet at least once a year to in person, by telephone or web meeting to review your client profile. We are here to help you. 
 
As always, please contact me if you have any questions, concerns or would like to schedule an appointment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott E. Bordelon, CFP®, AAMS® 
President 
 
 
 
 
sbordelon@fimadvisors.com 
 

 

Data source: All information is based on sources deemed reliable, but no warranty or guarantee is made as to its accuracy or completeness. 
Neither the information nor any opinion expressed herein constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any securities, and should not 
be relied on as financial advice. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Equities data reflects price changes, not total return. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) is a price-weighted index composed of 30 widely traded blue-chip U.S. common stocks. The S&P 
500 is a market-cap weighted index composed of the common stocks of 500 leading companies in leading industries of the U.S. economy. 
The NASDAQ Composite Index is a market-value weighted index of all common stocks listed on the NASDAQ stock exchange. The Russell 
2000 is a market-cap weighted index composed of 2000 U.S. small-cap common stocks. The Global Dow is an equally weighted index of 
150 widely traded blue-chip common stocks worldwide. Market indexes listed are unmanaged and are not available for direct investment. 
The U.S. Dollar Index is a weighted geometric mean of the dollar compared to the euro, Japanese yen, British pound, Canadian dollar, 
Swedish krona, and Swiss franc. 

 
Investment Advice offered through Financial & Investment Management Advisors, Inc. a SEC Registered Investment Advisory Firm. 
Securities offered through LPL Financial member of FINRA/SIPC. Financial & Investment Management Advisors, Inc. and LPL Financial are 
separate entities. 

This newsletter should not be considered as providing tax or legal advice, while tax and legal matters are often discussed. This information 
has been provided from sources and data believed to be reliable but is not guaranteed by Scott E. Bordelon, CFP®, AAMS®, Financial & 
Investment Management Advisors, Inc. or LPL Financial. This newsletter is provided by Financial & Investment Management Advisors, Inc. 
and should not be construed as investment or tax advice. For specific advice, please contact us for an appointment. 

The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for 
any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial adviser prior to investing. All 
performance referenced is historical and is no guarantee of future results. All indices are unmanaged and cannot be invested into directly. 
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