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Going Dark on the Internet 

Like the underside of an iceberg, and described as a first in 

the finance industry, United Planners (UP), our broker/ 

dealer, has “gone dark”! This means all confidential 

information held at UP is off the open internet and is safely 

secured. Through our partner, cleverDome, Inc.™,  only 

approved users have access to your private investment data.  

Here’s a look as provided by UP’s Technical Services: 

 

BETTER THAN A TRADITIONAL VPN SERVICE 

Remote services, such as a virtual private network (VPN), 

lack sufficient controls to prevent unauthorized access. 

During recent years, malicious threat actors have been 

targeting remote services. Network defenders can reduce the 

risk by adding mechanisms such as enforcing two-step 

authentication, implementing a firewall in front of a VPN 

and intrusion sensors to detect unwanted network activity. 

 

However, cleverDome, when properly implemented, takes 

this a step further by eliminating the need for a VPN and 

replacing it with a more secure, faster, always-on, encrypted-

connection between authenticated partners. 

 

UP's no-trust model provides secure authentication of any 

device or user that needs to get on the network. If approved, 

users are permissioned only that which they are entitled. 

Data is encrypted, fractionalized, and disbursed as it moves 

along the private network. The solution is a multi-network 

architecture dedicated to enforcing zero-trust principles 

while mitigating daily attacks and zero-day vulnerabilities. 

At this time, no other financial services company has such a 

robust cybersecurity system! 

Rocket Mortgage 

Jim Marsh is now authorized to represent Rocket Mortgage, 

the largest mortgage in lender in America for purchasing and 

refinancing residential properties. Rocket has over 30 years 

of experience in the industry and was the Highest in 

Customer Satisfaction for 8 consecutive years. We are 

excited to offer their services to our clients. 

Take advantage of historically high home values to pay off 

high interest debt or make needed home improvements and 

lock in current rates before the Fed increases rates again.  

If you or someone you know is looking at purchasing a 

home, Jim can help you identify what rates and terms you 

qualify for at no obligation. For more information, call him 

at 520-321-1777 or email him - jim@unitedfinancial.net.  

Inflation’s Overreach 

When inflation is running hot, you can feel its overreach in 

almost every corner of the economy. You can see it when 

you buy gas or at the grocery store, but it touches mortgage 

rates, credit card debt, and overall consumer confidence. 

  

The Federal Reserve has indicated it plans to keep raising 

short-term interest rates to help manage inflation, which is at 

its highest level in 40 years. The Federal Reserve’s job is to 

control inflation. By raising interest rates, the Fed hopes to 

slow spending, bringing down consumer prices.  

  

It may be only a matter of time before the Fed’s policies 

temper inflation. Some see a change in the second half of the 

year, while others say 2023 is more likely. Time will tell 

whether higher interest rates will prompt changes to your 

investment portfolio. Your overall strategy should include 

help from both strategic and tactical managers. 

 

The Difference is in the Process 

There are seven key reasons for using United Financial 

Center:  Wealth Management – Retirement Planning;  Risk 

Management; Tax Planning and Preparation; Estate 

Planning; Cash Budgeting; Philanthropy Guidance; Life 

Centered Planning.  This all starts with an in-depth Financial 

Plan. Ask us whether now is the time for a plan. 

  

http://www.unitedfinancial.net/
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*Securities and Advisory Services offered through United Planners Financial Services, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
United Planners and United Financial Center are independent companies. 

 

The Advantage of “I Bonds” 

Series “I Bonds” are issued by the U.S. government and earn 

a fixed interest rate plus a variable interest inflation rate 

that’s adjusted twice a year. I Bonds have certain purchase 

limits, restrictions, and tax treatments, so they generally play 

a limited role in your financial picture. The place to purchase 

series “I Bonds” is http://www.treasurydirect.gov. 

 

Stay the Course 

In recent weeks the word recession has started creeping into 

business news and financial market coverage. A recession is 

defined as two consecutive quarters of negative economic 

growth as measured by gross domestic product (GDP). But 

GDP is a lag indicator, so we may not know until sometime 

in 2023 if we lived through a recession in 2022.  

 

One leading indicator that has signaled a recession is the 

yield curve. Recently the yield curve inverted for the first 

time since August 2019. This inversion suggests that 

investors believe the near-term economy may be riskier than 

the long-term. This, along with soaring inflation, has left 

some investors wondering whether to adjust their investment 

strategy. While it can be tempting to worry and rush to make 

changes, the current environment is cause for monitoring, 

not panic. At this time it may be wise to hold on. 

 

Please note that investing during any market cycle poses 

risks including the loss of principal. Investors must consider 

their risk tolerance and investment objectives to stay 

invested during down markets. 

 

Where’s My Refund? 

You can check on your tax refund using the Where's My 

Refund? tool available on IRS.gov and the IRS2Go app. 

Here are a few things that can delay a refund: 

• The return has errors, is incomplete, or is affected 

by identity theft or fraud. 

• The return needs a correction to the child tax credit 

or recovery rebate credit amount. 

• The return has a claim filed for an earned income tax 

credit, additional child tax credit, or includes a Form 

8379 (Injured Spouse Allocation)  

• A delay in the taxpayer's bank or credit union to post 

the refund to the taxpayer's account. 
 

Another great tool is the Tax Withholding Estimator on 

IRS.gov. This helps make sure your employer withholds the 

correct amount of taxes from your paychecks. 

8 Mistakes That Can Upend Your Retirement 

Pursuing your retirement dreams is challenging enough 

without making some common and very avoidable, mistakes. 

Here are eight big mistakes to steer clear of, if possible. 

1. No Strategy: Without a strategy, you may have no 

goals, leaving you no way of knowing how you’ll get 

there and if you’ve even arrived. Creating a strategy 

may increase your potential for success, both before 

and after retirement. 

2. Frequent Trading: Chasing “hot” investments often 

leads to despair. Create an asset allocation strategy that 

is properly diversified to reflect your objectives, risk 

tolerance, and time horizon; then make adjustments 

based on changes in your personal situation, not due to 

market ups and downs.1 

3. Not Maximizing Tax-Deferred Savings: Not 

participating in your employer’s 401(k) may be a 

mistake, especially when you’re passing up free money 

in the form of employer-matching contributions.2 

4. Prioritizing College Funding over Retirement: Your 

kids’ college education is important, but you may not 

want to sacrifice your retirement for it. You can get 

loans and grants for college, but you can’t for 

retirement. 

5. Overlooking Healthcare Costs: Extended care may be 

an expense that can undermine your financial strategy 

for retirement if you don’t prepare for it. 

6. Not Adjusting Your Investment Approach Well 

Before Retirement: The last thing your retirement 

portfolio can afford is a sharp fall in stock prices and a 

sustained bear market at the moment you’re ready to 

stop working. Consider adjusting your asset allocation 

in advance of tapping your savings so you’re not selling 

stocks when prices are depressed.3 

7. Retiring with Too Much Debt: Too much debt is bad 

when you’re making money; it can be deadly when 

you’re living in retirement. Consider managing or 

reducing your debt level before you retire. 

8. It’s Not Only About Money: A rewarding retirement 

requires good health, so maintain a healthy diet, 

exercise regularly, stay socially involved, and remain 

intellectually active. 
 

1. The return and principal value of stock prices will fluctuate as market conditions change and 

shares, when sold, may be worth more or less than their original cost. Asset allocation and 

diversification are approaches to help manage investment risk and do not guarantee against 

investment loss. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 

2. Under the SECURE Act, in most circumstances, you must begin taking required minimum 

distributions from your 401(k) or other defined contribution plan in the year you turn 72. 

Withdrawals from your 401(k) or other defined contribution plans are taxed as ordinary income, 

and if taken before age 59½, may be subject to a 10% federal income tax penalty." 

3. The return and principal value of stock prices will fluctuate as market conditions change. And 

shares, when sold, may be worth more or less than their original cost. Asset allocation is an 

approach to help manage investment risk. Asset allocation does not guarantee against 

investment loss. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 
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