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Now that we made it past tax season, it
might be a good time to review and
update beneficiary designations and
legal documents. Have you experienced
any life event in the last few years such
as a marriage, birth, death, divorce,
move or mortgage refinance? Perhaps
your teenager reached adulthood? If so,
you may want to review the titles and
beneficiary designations for various
assets including homes, cars,
investment accounts, trusts, business
and investment partnerships and life
insurance and annuity contracts. When
not properly updated, assets can fall into
the wrong hands, become encumbered
during legal proceedings or probate or
be mismanaged or consumed by a
beneficiary not ready for such
responsibilities. Please call us if you
have experienced a life event and/or
would like to review your situation in
more detail.
Until June…
The SWA Team
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Being named as the
executor of a family
member's estate is
generally an honor. It
means that person has
been chosen to handle
the financial affairs of
the deceased
individual and is
trusted to help carry

official obligations, such as presenting the will
to the court for probate, claiming life insurance
proceeds, reporting the death to government
agencies, and transferring ownership of
financial accounts or property to the
beneficiaries.

Notify agencies such as Social Security and
the Veterans Administration as soon as
possible. Federal benefits received after the
date of death must be returned. You should
out his or her wishes.
also file a final income tax return with the IRS,
Settling an estate, however, can be a difficult
as well as estate and gift tax returns (if
and time-consuming job that could take several applicable).
months to more than a year to complete. Each Protect assets while the estate is being
state has specific laws detailing an executor's
closed out. This might involve tasks such as
responsibilities and timetables for the
securing a vacant property; paying the
performance of certain duties.
mortgage, utility, and maintenance costs;
If you are asked to serve as an executor, you
may want to do some research regarding the
legal requirements, the complexity of the
particular estate, and the potential time
commitment. You should also consider seeking
the counsel of experienced legal and tax
advisors.

changing the name of the insured on home and
auto policies to the estate; and tracking
investments.

Documents and details

Pay any debts or taxes. Medical bills, credit
card debt, and taxes due should be paid out of
the estate. The executor and/or heirs are not
personally responsible for the debts of the
deceased that exceed the value of the estate.

A thoughtfully crafted estate plan with
up-to-date documents tends to make the job
easier for whoever fills this important position. If
the deceased created a letter of instruction, it
should include much of the information needed
to close out an estate, such as a list of
documents and their locations, contacts for
legal and financial professionals, a list of bills
and creditors, login information for important
online sites, and final wishes for burial or
cremation and funeral or memorial services.

Inventory, appraise, and liquidate valuable
property. You may need to sort through a
lifetime's worth of personal belongings and list a
home for sale.

Distribute remaining assets according to the
estate documents. Trust assets can typically
be disbursed right away and without court
approval. With a will, you typically must wait
until the end of the probate process.
The executor has a fiduciary duty — that is, a
heightened responsibility to be honest,
impartial, and financially responsible. This
means you could be held liable if estate funds
are mismanaged and the beneficiaries suffer
losses.

An executor is responsible for communicating
with financial institutions, beneficiaries,
government agencies, employers, and service
providers. You may be asked for a copy of the
will or court-certified documentation that proves
If for any reason you are not willing or able to
you are authorized to conduct business on
perform the executor's duties, you have a right
behalf of the estate. Here are some of the
to refuse the position. If no alternate is named
specific duties that often fall on the executor.
in the will, an administrator will be appointed by
Arrange for funeral and burial costs to be
the courts.
paid from the estate. Collect multiple copies of
the death certificate from the funeral home or
coroner. They may be needed to fulfill various

Page 1 of 4
See disclaimer on final page

Four Tips for Downsizing in Retirement
Going through years of accumulated
possessions and memories is probably not how
you envisioned spending part of your
retirement. It may sound like a daunting and
emotionally draining task, but downsizing could
be a savvy financial move, especially if you
haven't reached your retirement savings goals.

Have you considered
downsizing in retirement?

sold for recently — this can also help you
determine your home's potential selling price.

1. Set goals for downsizing

Take similar steps when you look for your new
home. One option that might be available is to
rent a new house or apartment for a length of
time before buying it. That way, you'll learn
whether the home and the location suit you,
helping you avoid buyer's remorse.

Before you make any decisions, think about
why you might want to downsize in the first
place. Is it because you want to save on
mortgage payments or other monthly
expenses? Or are you looking to free up some
cash to help pursue your lifestyle goals in
retirement?

If you're buying a new home, don't forget to
account for the down payment, home
inspection, closing costs, and other associated
charges. Factoring all of the numbers into the
equation may reveal whether downsizing
makes the most sense for you and your
financial situation.

No matter what your specific goals may be,
understanding the connection between them
and downsizing can help motivate you to follow
through with it.

4. Consider downsizing your
belongings, not just your home

2. Determine the best time to downsize

For some people, downsizing might simply
mean cutting down on clutter rather than
relocating. It's easier said than done,
particularly if you've amassed many belongings
over time. When purging your home, consider
the following:

It's said that timing is everything, so choosing
when to downsize will be an important decision
to make. One benefit of downsizing early in
retirement is that mortgage payments and other • Take your time. Don't feel pressured to clear
related expenses (such as utilities and real
out your entire home in one fell swoop.
estate taxes) could decrease, presuming that
Instead, make a plan to do one room or
you are downsizing to a less expensive
section of your home at a time.
residence. This could mean you have extra
• Involve your children. If you have kids,
funds to pursue new hobbies and activities right
consider asking them for their help. Many
away in retirement. You might even be
hands make light work, and your children
fortunate enough to have sufficient funds from
may end up expressing interest in items they
the sale of a larger home to pay for a smaller
would like to have.
home with cash, thus eliminating or decreasing
•
Sell valuables. Maybe you can't find a new
your mortgage payment, or significantly
home for that antique necklace you never
increasing cash flow.
wear or the rare baseball cards collecting
But there may be advantages to delaying
dust in your attic. Consider having those
downsizing. If you wait to do it later in
items appraised and selling them to an
retirement, you might have a better sense of
auction house or online. Depending on how
just how much you need to downsize to support
many items you're selling and their worth, you
your current lifestyle. Plus, timing your
could wind up with quite a bit of money that
downsizing plans with a stronger real estate
you can use to help cushion your retirement
market could mean that you sell and/or
fund.
purchase a new home at a more opportune
• Donate gently used items. Find out if there
time.
are any local organizations in your community
3. Be realistic about costs
that could benefit from furniture, clothing, or
any other possessions in good condition that
There are several costs to think about if you are
you want to get rid of. Some donation outlets
downsizing your home: the worth of your
may even offer free pickup of certain items,
current home, the cost of a new home, and the
saving you time and hassle.
fees and expenses associated with relocating.
Before you start boxing up your belongings, run • Clear out junk. Chances are you've
accumulated items that you simply won't be
the numbers. Start by contacting local real
able to give away or sell. Discard belongings
estate agents to receive estimates of your
that serve no purpose other than taking up
home's value. Compare the estimates so you
space in your home. You might be surprised
can develop an idea of how much you might be
by how much room you could free up.
able to get for your home. Research online to
see what homes in your neighborhood have
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The College Landscape After Tax Reform
College students and their parents dodged a
major bullet with the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017. Initial drafts of the bill included the
elimination of Coverdell Education Savings
Accounts, the Lifetime Learning Credit, and the
student loan interest deduction, along with the
taxation of tuition waivers, which are used
primarily by graduate students and college
employees. In the end, none of these
provisions made it into the final legislation. But
a few other college-related items did. These
changes take effect in 2018.
Note: Investors should
consider the investment
objectives, risks, charges,
and expenses associated
with 529 plans and ABLE
plans before investing.
Specific information can be
found in each plan's official
statement. Participating in a
529 plan or ABLE plan may
involve investment risk,
including the possible loss
of principal, and there is no
guarantee that any
investment strategy will be
successful. Investments
may not perform well
enough to cover college
costs as anticipated. As
with other investments,
there are generally fees and
expenses associated with
participation in a 529
savings plan, and each plan
has its own rules and
restrictions, which can
change at any time. Before
investing in a 529 plan or an
ABLE plan, consider
whether your state offers
residents favorable state tax
benefits, and whether those
benefits are contingent on
joining the in-state plan.
Other state benefits for 529
plans may include financial
aid, scholarship funds, and
protection from creditors.

529 plans expanded
The new law expands the definition of 529 plan
"qualified education expenses" to include K-12
tuition. Starting in 2018, annual withdrawals of
up to $10,000 per student can be made from a
529 college savings plan for tuition expenses
related to enrollment at a K-12 public, private,
or religious school (excluding home schooling).
Such withdrawals are now tax-free at the
federal level.
At the state level, some states automatically
update their state 529 legislation to align with
federal 529 legislation, but other states will
need to take legislative action to include K-12
tuition as a qualified education expense. In
addition, 529 plan institutional managers will
likely further refine their rules to accommodate
the K-12 expansion and communicate these
rules to existing account owners. Parents who
are interested in making a K-12 contribution or
withdrawal should understand their plan's rules
and their state's tax rules.

In addition, the new tax law allows 529 account
owners to roll over (transfer) funds from a 529
account to an ABLE account without federal tax
consequences if certain requirements are met.
An ABLE account is a tax-advantaged account
that can be used to save for disability-related
expenses for individuals who become blind or
disabled before age 26. Like 529 plans, ABLE
plans allow funds to accumulate tax deferred,
and withdrawals are tax-free when used for a
qualified expense.

New calculation for kiddie tax
The tax reform law changes the way the "kiddie
tax" is calculated. Previously, a child's
unearned income over a certain amount was
taxed at the parents' rate. Under the new law, a
child's unearned income over a certain amount
($2,100 in 2018) will be taxed using the
compressed trust and estate income tax
brackets. This change may make the use of
UTMA/UGMA custodial accounts less attractive
as a college savings vehicle due to the reduced
opportunity for tax savings.

New tax on large college endowments

The tax law creates a new 1.4% tax on the net
investment income of large college
endowments. Specifically, the tax applies to
institutions with at least 500 tuition-paying
students and endowment assets of $500,000 or
more per student. Approximately 30 colleges
are expected to be swept up in this net in 2018,
including top-ranked larger universities and
smaller elite liberal arts colleges. Some affected
colleges have publicly stated that the tax will
The expansion of 529 plans may impact
limit their ability to fund certain programs,
Coverdell Education Savings Accounts (ESAs). including financial aid programs.
Coverdell ESAs let families save up to $2,000
per year for a child's K-12 or college expenses. Loss of personal exemptions
Up until now, they were the only option for
Starting in 2018, the tax law eliminates
tax-advantaged K-12 savings. But now the use personal exemptions, which were $4,050 in
of Coverdell ESAs may decline as parents are 2017 for each individual claimed on a tax
likely to prefer the much higher lifetime
return. So on their 2018 tax returns (which will
contribution limits of 529 plans — generally
be completed in 2019), parents of college
$350,000 and up — over the $2,000 annual limit students will lose an exemption for each college
for Coverdell accounts. In addition, Coverdell
student they claim. However, this loss may be
ESA contributions can only be made for
at least partially offset by: (1) a larger standard
children under age 18.
deduction in 2018 of $24,000 for joint filers (up
from $12,700 in 2017); $12,000 for single filers
Coverdell ESAs do have one important
advantage over 529 plans, though: investment (up from $6,350 in 2017); and $18,000 for
flexibility. Coverdell owners have a wide variety heads of household (up from $9,350 in 2017);
and (2) a new family tax credit of $500 in 2018
of options in terms of what investments they
for each dependent who is not a qualifying child
hold in their accounts, and may generally
(i.e., under age 17), which would include a
change investments as often as they wish. By
contrast, 529 account owners can invest only in dependent college student. The income
thresholds to qualify for this credit (and the child
the investment portfolios offered by the plan,
tax credit) are significantly higher: up to
and they can change their existing plan
$400,000 adjusted gross income for joint filers
investments only twice per year.
and up to $200,000 for all other filers.
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES
The information presented here is
not specific to any individual's
personal circumstances.
To the extent that this material
concerns tax matters, it is not
intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, by a taxpayer for
the purpose of avoiding penalties
that may be imposed by law. Each
taxpayer should seek independent
advice from a tax professional
based on his or her individual
circumstances.
These materials are provided for
general information and
educational purposes based upon
publicly available information from
sources believed to be reliable—we
cannot assure the accuracy or
completeness of these materials.
The information in these materials
may change at any time and
without notice.

How can I lower my auto insurance premiums?
More and more, it's harder to
keep up with the rising cost of
auto insurance. According to
one estimate, the average cost
of auto insurance in 2017 for
lower-risk drivers with good driving records was
$1,178.1
Although the criteria vary from state to state,
insurance companies may base auto insurance
rates on a variety of factors, such as: your
driving record, credit history, age, and gender;
type of vehicle; number of miles driven; where
you live/park your car; and number of claims
filed. While the types and level of auto
insurance coverage that you have (over and
above your state's required minimum liability
amounts) will primarily influence your premium
costs, auto insurance premiums can vary
widely. That's because premiums are
customized for each policyholder using
mathematical formulas that reflect the
perceived level of risk.
Fortunately, there are things you can do if you
think that your auto insurance costs are higher
than normal. The following are some ways to
help lower your premiums.

Raise your deductible. For the most part, the
higher your deductible, the lower your
premiums. Before you raise your deductible,
though, you'll want to be sure you can cover the
out-of-pocket expense should an accident
occur.
Forgo any unnecessary coverage. If you
have an older car with limited value, it may
make sense to drop your collision and
comprehensive coverage, because a claim paid
by your insurance company may be minimal
and might not exceed what you'd pay in
premiums and deductibles. But keep in mind
that this coverage may be required by a lender
if you took out a loan to purchase the vehicle.
Take advantage of discounts. Depending on
your circumstances, you may be eligible for one
or more auto insurance discounts. For example,
your insurer might provide discounts to those
with a safe driving record or who insure more
than one car with the company.
Shop around. Auto insurance rates vary from
company to company, sometimes significantly.
Compare the various rates offered by different
insurers.
1

AAA, Your Driving Costs, 2017

How does working affect Social Security retirement
benefits?
If you're thinking about
working as long as possible to
increase your retirement
savings, you may be
wondering whether you can receive Social
Security retirement benefits while you're still
employed. The answer is yes. But depending
on your age, earnings from work may affect the
amount of your Social Security benefit.

self-employment. Pensions, annuities,
investment income, interest, and veterans or
other government benefits do not count.
Employee contributions to a pension or a
retirement plan do count if the amount is
included in your gross wages.

The Social Security Administration (SSA) may
begin to withhold the required amount, up to
your whole monthly benefit, as soon as it
If you're younger than full retirement age and
determines you are on track to surpass the
make more than the annual earnings limit
annual limit. However, even if your benefits are
($17,040 in 2018), part of your benefits will be
reduced, you'll receive a higher monthly benefit
withheld, reducing the amount you receive from at full retirement age, because the SSA will
Social Security. If you're under full retirement
recalculate your benefit and give you credit for
age for the entire year, $1 is deducted from
any earnings withheld earlier. So the effect that
your benefit for every $2 you earn above the
working has on your benefits is only temporary,
annual limit.
and your earnings may actually increase your
benefit later.
In the year you reach full retirement age, $1 is
deducted from your benefit for every $3 you
These are just the basics, and other rules may
earn above a different limit ($45,360 in 2018).
apply. The Retirement Earnings Test
Calculator, available at the Social Security
Starting with the month you reach full
website, ssa.gov, can help you estimate how
retirement age, your benefit won't be reduced,
earnings before full retirement age might affect
no matter how much you earn.
your benefit.
Earnings that count toward these limits are
wages from a job or net earnings from
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