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Market Overview Written by Strata Financial Group, LLC 

Another month, more all-time highs for the markets.  Yes, this is the same 
opening line as last month’s newsletter.  The markets keep on jamming as the 
Delta variant has delayed any talks of tapering at least until late 2021, possibly 
into 2022 (more on this later).  Per Morningstar, the NASDAQ led the way for 
August, up +4.08%, followed by the S&P 500 (+3.04%), which had its seventh 
straight green month and longest monthly winning streak since 2017.  The 
S&P 500 (the index that tracks the 500 largest stocks in the U.S.) is up a 
whopping 21.58% year-to-date. 

A big reason for the big year has been the Fed’s monetary policy as a result of 
the pandemic.  Not only did the Fed lower interest rates, but they also 
employed what is called “Quantitative Easing” (QE), where the central bank 
has been purchasing government-backed bonds in order to increase the 
money supply and encourage lending and investing.  This has helped keep the 
economy afloat and has propelled the markets to all-time highs throughout the 
pandemic. 

Tapering refers to the winding down of QE, which has been a hot topic lately 
as analysts try to predict when the Fed will begin to gradually reduce their 
monthly bond purchases.  If the Fed continues QE for too long, this can cause 
inflation to get out of control which some say it already has.  The Fed may have 
already began to taper by now if it weren’t for the resurgence of the COVID 
Delta variant.  Now that the recovery has hit a speed bump, the Fed is holding 
off on tapering, for now.  However, once the Fed does announce their plans to 
taper, there could be some short-term volatility in the market as investors 
prepare for less cash being pumped into the economy and an increase in 
interest rates.  Tapering is part of the process though, and while it may spook 
investors initially, it is best for the long-term health of the economy. 

Market Indices Source: Morningstar 
Percent annualized total return rates as of 08/31/2021 

Index YTD 1 Year 3 Year 5 Year 10 Year 15 Year 

MSCI ACWI 15.91% 28.64% 14.34% 14.29% 11.27% 7.60% 

MSCI ex US 9.40% 24.87% 9.37% 9.92% 6.57% 4.61% 

S&P 500 21.58% 31.17% 18.07% 18.02% 16.34% 10.90% 

NASDAQ 18.92% 30.49% 24.61% 25.19% 20.79% 15.02% 

DJIA 17.04% 26.77% 13.33% 16.58% 14.51% 10.60% 

Russell 2000 15.83% 47.08% 10.75% 14.38% 13.62% 9.44% 

Barclays US Bond -0.69% -0.08% 5.43% 3.11% 3.18% 4.29% 

 Indices cannot be invested in directly, are unmanaged, and do not incur management fees, costs, and expenses. 
Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. 
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Treasury Yield Curve Source: U.S. Department of the Treasury 
Rates as of 08/31/2021 

 

Mortgage Rates  Source: Freddie Mac 
10-Year rolling monthly rates 
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Featured Article  
3 Retirement Mistakes You May Be Making Right Now 
7/19/2021 – Ken Heise (Click here for the link to the article online) 

     People who faithfully stash away money for retirement do so in hopes that their post-working years will be, 
relatively speaking, a stress-free environment where they can enjoy the fruits of decades of hard work without 
concerns about running low on  cash. 
     But pitfalls lie in wait for the unwary. As you near or enter retirement, be alert to these three common mistakes: 
Investing like you’re still working 
     As you approach retirement, you need to adjust your mindset about your portfolio. Up to this point, you may have 
been aggressive, willing to take calculated risks that helped grow your money. That approach may have become 
deeply ingrained in you, making it a habit that is hard to kick. 
     But it’s time for a behavioral change. Portfolio growth is no longer the top priority. Instead, it becomes more 
important to preserve what you have and think about creating income for your retirement.   
     Unfortunately, some people hitting the retirement red zone – the roughly five years right before and right after 
their target retirement age – don’t realize it’s time to ease up on the investment gas pedal. Or they just can’t break 
those old investment habits. One way to do that is to begin to reduce your stock exposure. 
     If you don’t, here’s what can happen: When you retire and that weekly paycheck ends, you will begin withdrawing 
money from your investments to live on. Imagine the results if we hit a recession and the market takes a plunge. 
Suddenly, your account balance is suffering a double blow. The bad market combined with your withdrawals can 
drain your savings quickly. If you haven’t retired yet, you can fix these problems by perhaps saving more or working 
longer. Once you are in retirement, your options start to thin out. 
Failing to be proactive in preventing a big  drop in your portfolio.  
     Once you have made that psychological adjustment about how you will approach investing, it’s time to take some 
specific actions. You want to be proactive now, not wait until you are in retirement, the market drops, and you are 
scrambling. At that point, it’s too late. 
     I mentioned the retirement red zone that begins when you are about five years out from retirement. That’s the 
opportune time to shift more of your money into stable assets, such investments as CDs, bonds or fixed-index 
annuities. But don’t eliminate your stock exposure completely. Even though growth has dropped further down your 
priority list, you still want room for some growth that those stocks provide. You just don’t want to be in a position 
where a big market drop derails your entire retirement plan. 
     Work with your financial professional to make sure you understand your potential portfolio losses and to make 
sure your plan will still fund your retirement needs for 30 to 35 years, even with a big market drop. For example, a 
portfolio could be designed so that, even if the market dropped 50%, you might just endure a 15% loss. Then you and 
your adviser would gauge whether you could tolerate such a loss. 
     Another way to be proactive is to rebalance your portfolio after big gains in the market during retirement. You 
don’t want to lose those gains, so after a good run, you should shift some of your “winnings” into more stable assets. 
Thinking retirement means a lower tax bracket for you. 
     People often anticipate that in retirement they will drop neatly into a lower tax bracket and the IRS will claim less 
of their money. Sadly, this is not necessarily so. The most popular way to save for retirement is through tax-deferred 
accounts, such as a 401(k). But if all your money is in a 401(k), and like most people you would prefer to have more 
income in retirement than you do now, you are never going to be in a lower tax bracket.  You’ll be in the same bracket 
– or possibly even a higher one. Yet, the conventional wisdom is to keep adding money to a tax-deferred account, 
even though Uncle Sam looms as the piper who needs to be paid at some point. 
     When I do live presentations, I ask people this: Do you think in 10 or 20 years, taxes will be lower or higher than 
they are now? Everyone predicts higher. But think about that. Many of them are choosing to defer paying their taxes 
to a later date, yet at the same time they are certain taxes will be higher then. 
     That’s why now is a good time to begin moving that money into a tax-free bucket, whether that’s a Roth IRA or 
perhaps indexed universal life insurance. You pay taxes as you make the conversion, but those taxes are likely to be 
less than you will pay if you defer them. (For more, please read Your Guide to Roth Conversions.) 
     Many people think they have a retirement plan by virtue of saving money, but a portfolio is not a plan. If you don’t 
proactively take control of where you are headed and what you need to do to get there, you can end up making 
mistakes that can cause great damage to your retirement. 
     Some people manage fine on their own, but if you don’t feel confident about your ability to avoid the potential 
perils of the retirement red zone, check with a financial professional for guidance. The sooner you do, the better the 
odds that retirement will be what you always hoped it would be. 
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You’ve been saving and investing so carefully, what could go wrong? 
Unfortunately, several things, if you’re making these all-too-common retirement mistakes. 

https://www.kiplinger.com/retirement/retirement-planning/603135/3-retirement-mistakes-you-may-be-making-right-now
https://www.kiplinger.com/retirement/retirement-planning/602481/the-first-few-years-of-retirement-can-make-or-break-your
https://www.kiplinger.com/retirement/retirement-plans/roth-iras/601774/your-guide-to-roth-conversions
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Strata News 

Still Haven’t Gone Paperless? Enroll in eDelivery Now and Save.  

As of June 28th, 2021, Royal Alliance is now charging clients $1.50 for each paper trade 
confirmation that is mailed out.  Additionally, there is a $1.50 fee charged to the financial 
professional for every paper prospectus that is mailed out. 

If you would like to avoid these fees whenever trades are made in your account, please reach out 
to us and we can send you an email that will enable you to sign up for e-Delivery with one click of 
a button – yes, it’s really that easy! 

For more information, please feel free to read our “Go Paperless” brochure on pages 6 and 7 of 
this newsletter. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to us and we will be happy to help! 

Community Service 

For our August community service initiative, Hannah and Kyle volunteered as “book sorters” at the 
United Way of Greater Lorain County.  Books are one of the four items collected as part of the United 
Way’s Collect-Sort-Deliver impact initiative.  Books are donated by community members, local 
businesses, and corporate partners who hold collections.  Then the books are sorted, quality checked, 
and inventoried by volunteers and are made available to the community through the United Way’s 
collaborative partners, Little Free Libraries, and literacy kits for children.  Hannah and Kyle were 
excited to get out of the office early on a Friday, but even more excited to help get books in the hands 
of children throughout the community! 
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https://www.uwloraincounty.org/
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The Strata Team Our Offices 
  

Anthony Campagni, CFP® 
Managing Partner & Financial Advisor 
(614) 798-8666 
apc@stratafinancial.com 
 
 
 

Ronald Jurczynski, CPA, PFS 
Managing Partner & Financial Advisor 
(440) 934-3222 Ext. 118 
rjurczynski@stratafinancial.com 
 
 
 

Mitchell Romeo, CPWA®, CPFA 
Managing Partner & Financial Advisor 
(440) 724-1950 
mromeo@stratafinancial.com 
 
 
 

Kyle Hancharick 
Financial Advisor 
(440) 934-3222 Ext. 117 
khancharick@stratafinancial.com 
 
 
 

Emily Dohnenko 
Business Operations Manager & Advisor Assistant 
(440) 934-3222 Ext. 114 
edohnenko@stratafinancial.com 
 
 
 

Hannah Dohnenko 
Business Operations Associate & Advisor Assistant 
(440) 934-3222 Ext. 111 
hdohnenko@stratafinancial.com 

 
 
 

 
CLEVELAND 
5058 Waterford Drive 
Sheffield Village, OH 44035 
Phone: (440) 934-3222 
Fax: (440) 934-3223 
 
 
COLUMBUS 
6195 Emerald Pkwy, One North 
Dublin, OH 43016 
Phone: (614) 798-8666 
Fax: (614) 798-1382 
 
 
Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction 
Harrington Asset Management, Inc. 
6195 Emerald Pkwy, One North 
Dublin, OH 43016 
Phone: (614) 798-1345 
Fax: (614) 798-1382 
 
 

Disclosures 
      
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. (RAA) member FINRA/SIPC. Additional 
advisory services offered through Harrington Asset Management, Inc. RAA is separately owned and other entities and/or 
marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of RAA. 
 

These materials are provided for general information and educational purposes based upon publicly available information from 
sources believed to be reliable—we cannot assure the accuracy or completeness of these materials. The information in these 
materials may change at any time and without notice. 
 

To the extent that this material concerns tax matters, it is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for 
the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed by law. Each taxpayer should seek independent advice from a tax 
professional based on his or her individual circumstances. 
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   Save Trees.          Get Organized.          Reduce paper costs.          Secure Your Documents.

Go Paperless. 

 How eDelivery Helps You Go Paperless:
  • Receive an email notification when you have a document to review.

  • Retain and access documents online for seven years.

  • Manage your preferences: Print, store online, or both. 

How to Enroll in eDelivery with 
Meet eQuipt. The online, secure portal where your eDelivery preferences are  
personalized just for you. You can also access and review your accounts at any time.

 New to eQuipt?
  Sign up for eQuipt now. Start managing your accounts & paper preferences online.

 Already using eQuipt? 
  Sign Up for eDelivery or Adjust Your Preferences in eQuipt in  4   Easy Steps.

  1 Log in to eQuipt

  2 Navigate to Settings

  3 Choose E-Delivery Preferences

  4 Personalize your settings

eQuipt Client Portal eQuipt Client Portal eQuipt Client Portal eQuipt Client Portal

https://www.fscequipt.com/login
https://www.raaequipt.com/login
https://www.spfequipt.com/login
https://www.wfsequipt.com/login


 All About the Paper You Receive:
   You can opt into eDelivery for some types of communications and still receive the printed  

versions for others.  

PAPER DOCUMENT TYPE DESCRIPTION FREQUENCY OF  
DELIVERY

YOUR U.S. MAIL  
DELIVERY COST

Statements & Reports A review of your portfolio’s performance.*
Quarterly, at a 

minimum
$0

Disclosures & Policies
Required information notifying you of how 
your account is handled.

As Needed $0

Firm Correspondence
Notifications from your financial professional’s  
affiliated firm.

As Needed $0

Trade Confirmations
A notification of a securities transaction that 
must be sent on or before the completion of 
a trade.

As Needed $1.50

Tax Documents
1099’s, 5498’s and other tax documents 
required by the IRS.

Annually $0

Notifications
Documents sent from the custodian which 
are not included in any other type of 
communication.

As Needed $0

Proxy/Shareholder  
Communications

Information from the investment company  
regarding voting rights, reorganizations and  
various communications.

As Needed $0

Prospectus
Details about an investment offering you 
purchased to help you make more informed 
decisions.

As Needed
$1.50 (Paid by 
your Financial 
Professional)

 * NOTE: eDelivery for Quarterly Performance Reports may not be available for some clients. Contact your financial professional with questions. 

  Have you enrolled in eDelivery with our custodians at  
NetXInvestorTM or Wealthscape InvestorSM?

   If your answer is yes, you can still use eQuipt to view your documents online and stay up-to-date on your 
accounts, but visit the links below if you’d like to update your eDelivery preferences:

  • NetXInvestorTM

  • Wealthscape InvestorSM

 Questions? 
  Contact your financial professional with questions about going paperless.

20 E. Thomas Rd., Suite 2000   •   Phoenix, AZ 85012   •   866-481-0379   •   advisorgroup.com © Advisor Group    20-1879    12/20    21925539

Securities and investment advisory services are offered through the firms: FSC Securities Corporation, Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., SagePoint Financial, Inc., 
Triad Advisors, LLC, and Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., broker-dealers, registered investment advisers, and members of FINRA and SIPC. Securities are offered 
through Securities America, Inc., a broker-dealer and member of FINRA and SIPC. Advisory services are offered through Arbor Point Advisors, LLC, Ladenburg 
Thalmann Asset Management, Inc., Securities America Advisors, Inc., and Triad Hybrid Solutions, LLC, registered investment advisers. Advisory programs offered 
by FSC Securities Corporation, Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., SagePoint Financial, Inc., and Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., are sponsored by VISION2020 Wealth 
Management Corp., an affiliated registered investment adviser. Advisor Group, Inc. is an affiliate of these firms.

https://www.netxinvestor.com/web/netxinvestor/login
https://investor.wealthscape.com/access/investor-index.html?login

