
Designated an Executor? What You Should Ask 
 
Having a loved one ask you to serve as their executor is a tremendous honor, knowing they 
trust you to carry out their final wishes. It is also a huge responsibility, particularly with 
considerable estates. And you’ll likely be carrying out your duties at a very difficult time 
emotionally. Asking your family member to do the following can make performing your role 
much easier when the time comes:  
 
Share their choice with other family members. If, for example, a parent has asked you to 
be their executor, they should tell your other siblings why. Perhaps you are the oldest, you live 
the closest, you can spare the time off work or you have a business/financial background. 
 
Create a letter of direction. Even if your family member prefers to keep their will or final 
wishes private for now, they should prepare a letter of direction that includes: 
 

1. Where the will is located, ideally in a safety deposit box or filed with their lawyer. 
2. Where they keep any deeds, partnership documents, insurance policies, etc. 
3. A list of personal possessions assigned to desired recipients. 
4. Contact information for their attorney, accountant, financial advisor, banker and any 

other important professionals they work with. 
5. Advanced health directives. Having a loved one’s wishes in writing when they can no 

longer make their own decisions can prevent potential conflict among relatives.  
6. Service and remains preferences. Do they want to be cremated or buried? Where 

would they like their funeral or memorial service?  
 

Keep and update a yearly accounting sheet. A current snapshot of assets can greatly 
reduce the amount of detective work you’ll need to do. 
 
Create a digital estate plan. In today’s digital world, you’ll need a list of online financial and 
social media accounts with passwords. 
 
Keep some ready cash. Providing access to a cash account will make it easier to pay bills 
and final expenses before everything is settled. 
 
Estate planning can be very involved, and it’s crucial to get it right. We’d be happy to work 
with your loved one and their other advisors to find solutions for their situation. Securities America 
and its representatives do not provide legal advice. 
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