
Andalusia. A southern town with history dating back to 1540 and 
the Spanish explorers. Over the years, the stories have been told 
of Hernando de Soto, making his way through the region. This is 
believed to be why the name Andalusia was later chosen for the 
name of this small town. It was fi rst established on the Conecuh 
River around 1824 and was named Montezuma. But the area was 
primarily swampland and full of disease carrying mosquitoes. 
A log cabin courthouse was built in the area, but a fi re and later a 
severe fl ood caused what was left of the settlement to seek higher 
ground.

In 1844, at a higher point and just east of the Conecuh River, the 
community of “New Site” was established. But by 1846 Andalusia 
became the permanent name of this area, which also became the 

county seat. A new courthouse was built in 1947, but burned 
in 1865, as did its replacements in 1878 and 1895. This resulted 
in the loss and destruction of valuable county records. A brick 
courthouse was then built and was in use until 1916, when it 
was replaced by the current stone and marble building you 
see today. Now, this courthouse can be found on the National 
Register for Historic Places, along with the Avant House, the Bank 
of Andalusia, and the Central of Georgia Depot just to name a 
few. 

Like many towns, Andalusia’s growth was tied to the arrival 
of the railroad and the growth of the timber industry. A mural 
located on Church Street, pays homage to the timber industry, 

DEAR FRIENDS,
The holiday season is here! Christmas 
is such a wonderful time to rest and 
recharge. A time to be with family and 
friends to celebrate all the blessings 
that we have been given thorough the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  

This year we have been highlighting 
some of the towns in our area. Begin-
ning with Dothan, then Eufaula, Chipley, 
Daleville/Ft Rucker, and lastly Enter-
prise. To end our series, we have chosen 
the home of Christmas in Candyland and 
Deans Cake House: Andalusia, Alabama. 
Take a minute to read about this town 

and see what treasures it has to offer. 
If you have never visited Christmas in 
Candyland, you should make plans to do 
so this holiday season.

For those who love to bake Christmas 
cookies each year, we have added a gin-
gersnap recipe for you to enjoy. These 
will be the hit of any Christmas party 
or family gathering this year. As always 
you can fi nd the most current economic 
news in this newsletter, and we appreci-
ate any feedback that you have about 
what you read within these pages.

Visit our NEW Facebook page, Magnolia 
Wealth Management. LIKE and SHARE 
with all your family and friends! 

We look forward to seeing each of you 
in 2022, but until then have a safe and 
Merry Christmas and a wonderfully 
blessed new year! 
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ANDALUSIA – Candyland, Cakes and Dominos

RECIPE
White Chocolate Dipped Gingersnaps

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

WHITE CHOCOLATE DIPPED GINGERSNAPS

Continue on next page

Prep Time Yields
20 minutes 100-120 cookies depending on size
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Ingredients:
• 2 cups sugar

• 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

• 1 ½ cups canola oil

• 1 teaspoon salt

• 2 large eggs, room temperature

• Additional sugar

• ½ cup molasses

• 2 packages white baking chips 

(10-12 ounces each)

• 4 cups all purpose fl our

• 4 teaspoons baking soda

• ¼ cup shortening

• 3 teaspoons ground ginger

Directions:

Yields: 100-120 cookies depending on size Prep Time: 20 minutes

1. In a large bowl, combine sugar 

and oil.  Beat in eggs. Stir in

molasses. Combine the fl our, 

baking soda, ginger, cinna-

mon, and salt; gradually add to 

creamed mixture and mix well.

2. Shape into ¾ inch balls and roll 

in sugar. Place 2 inches apart 

on ungreased baking sheets. 

Bake at 350 degrees for approx-

imately 10-12 minutes. Cooking 

times vary by ovens, so watch 

carefully.  Remove to wire racks 

to cool.

3. In a microwave, melt chips and 

shortening. Stir until smooth. 

Dip cookies halfway into the 

melted chips or drizzle with the 

mixture; allow excess to drip off.  

Place on waxed paper and let 

stand until set.

SINCERELY,



Crossword answers on next page

� e information presented does not involve the 
rendering of personalized investment, � nancial, legal, 
or tax advice.

� is presentation is not an o� er to buy or sell, or 
a solicitation of any o� er to buy or sell, any of the 
securities mentioned herein.

Certain statements contained herein may constitute 
projections, forecasts, and other forward-looking 

statements, which do not re� ect actual results and 
are based primarily upon a hypothetical set of 
assumptions applied to certain historical � nancial 
information.

Certain information has been provided by third-
party sources, and, although believed to be reliable, it 
has not been independently veri� ed and its accuracy 
or completeness cannot be guaranteed.

Any opinions, projections, forecasts, and forward-
looking statements presented herein are valid as of 
the date of this document and are subject to change.

Indices are unmanaged and investors can not 
invest directly in an index.  Unless otherwise noted, 
performance of indices do not account for any fees, 
commissions or other expenses that would be incurred.  
Returns do not include reinvested dividends.
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and depicts the three largest and most 
infl uential timber companies in the region: 
Henderson, Horseshoe and Dixon. When 
visitors walk the streets of historic Andalusia, 
they are greeted by murals such as this one 
throughout the town that help to tell the 
story of the people here. Including the story 
of country music legend Hank Williams and 
his wife Audrey getting married in the town’s 
only garage by the local justice of the peace.  

If you plan to visit, you might want to plan 
your trip around the World Domino Champi-
onship in July, or Christmas in Candyland in 
December. Both events draw hundreds 
of people to the town.

The World Domino Championship began in 
1976 to celebrate the nations bicentennial. 
Rotary Club members wanted to mark the 
occasion with an event and the suggestion 
was made to have a domino tournament. 
Today, hundreds of players come from all 
over the US to compete for prize money. 
The tournament has hosted some famous 
names over the years, such as Paul “Bear” 
Bryant and Jerry Clower. 

Are you in the mood for snow for Christmas? 
Look no further than Andalusia. Every week-
end in December the town hosts Christmas 
in Candyland and admission is free. Play in 
the snow on the square, tube on the hill, ice 
skate in the park and take a train ride around 
the venue. Christmas music fi lls the air along 
with the fragrance of hot chocolate and 
home baked goods.  

But the one place you must visit before 
leaving Andalusia, and heading home, is 
Dean’s Cake House. The home of the fa-
mous Mrs. Dean’s cakes that are made fresh 
daily. When you walk in you are greeted by 
the smell of cakes baking in the oven and 
southern hospitality at its best. The people 
that work at Deans Cake House have been 
featured in numerous publications and 
television segments over the years. You will 
most defi nitely want to take a cake home 
to enjoy. 

Andalusia’s motto: A proud heritage. A 
progressive future. Make time to visit this 
small town and experience all it has to offer. 
You will be so glad that you did.

Source: City National Rochdale  -  https://www.cnr.com/insights/speedometers.html
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Economic and 
Financial Indicators
Indicators Are Forward-Looking Six to Nine Months

Indicators support our multiyear economic 
expansion thesis. While growth rates are 
likely to slow, we see a durable expansion 
continuing into 2022 and beyond.


