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Our Viewpoint – We are living through history! 
Throughout this spring and summer, we have 
commented that we feel badly for “seniors” – seniors 
in high school, college and, of course, in age. For 
example, Robert’s daughter Megan is one of many 
high school seniors whose final semester was upended 
by the Coronavirus pandemic. During one of her 
online Zoom classes, her history teacher was excited 
to tell the class that they “were living through history.” 
Although it wasn’t something an 18-year old cared to 
hear after missing out on her prom, spring break trip, 
graduation ceremony, and countless other senior year 
traditions, it’s a very true statement.

The year 2020 will be one of those years that we’ll 
be sharing stories about with our future children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. It has been 
a life event that we’ll never forget. So many life 
experiences often seem to fade away, but we don’t 
think 2020 will be one of them. 

The message we hope doesn’t fade away is how the 
last 4 months have impacted so many people in so 
many different ways. For some it has been tragic, 
for others an inconvenience, while most of us are 
somewhere in between. Speaking from the perspective 
of your Odyssey team, we’re all grateful that we can 
work from home, continue to serve our clients, be with 
our families, keep earning an income, and maintain 
some semblance of normalcy. Yes, some fun events 
have been postponed, experiences delayed and trips 
cancelled, but for the most part we’re doing well. We’re 
healthy, and for that we’re grateful.

We realize the world changed overnight for many 
others. Through no fault of their own in most cases. 
Thousands of restaurants suddenly had to adjust to 
take-out only or temporarily shut down. Musicians, 
entertainers and professional sports were all shut 
down. Booming retail centers went from serving large 
crowds of shoppers to ghost towns in the blink of 
an eye. The travel industry has seen many jobs lost, 
temporarily or permanently. 

And of course, there are those who contracted the 
virus. Most recovered without incident, but when more 
than 137,000 Americans die of anything, how can we all 
not be impacted. Add in the social justice movement of 
Black Lives Matter and related unrest the past several 
weeks – and yes, we are living through history. 

When it comes to your personal finances, we’ve 
advised in the past to focus on the things you can 
control. The pandemic has challenged that thinking 
for many. The reality is that your perspective and the 
impact you’ve felt in the past few months has had 
much more to do with where you live, the type of job 
you have, your age, your health, whether you can work 
from home, and even your ethnicity rather than the 
things that you can control.

We share this message not to increase fear but to 
acknowledge it, and to offer a message of hope and 
confidence. Confidence that we will get through this 
together. And hope that those who are able, will do 
what they can to make a difference for others who  
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Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. Indices are not available for direct 
investment. Index performance does not reflect the expenses associated with the management of 
an actual portfolio. Market segment (index representation) as follows: US Stock Market (Russell 
3000 Index), International Developed Stocks (MSCI World ex USA Index [net div.]), Emerging 
Markets (MSCI Emerging Markets Index [net div.]), Global Real Estate (S&P Global REIT Index [net 
div.]), US Bond Market (Bloomberg Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index), and Global Bond Market 
ex US (Bloomberg Barclays Global Aggregate ex-USD Bond Index [hedged to USD]). S&P data 
© 2020 S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC, a division of S&P Global. All rights reserved. Frank Russell 
Company is the source and owner of the trademarks, service marks, and copyrights related to the 
Russell Indexes. MSCI data © MSCI 2020, all rights reserved. Bloomberg Barclays data provided 
by Bloomberg.

Long-Term Market Summary:
Index Returns (as of 06.30.20) 

  International Emerging Global  Global
 US Stock Developed Markets Real US Bond Bond Market
 Market Stocks Stocks Estate Market ex US

 STOCKS BONDS

 6.53% -5.42% -3.39% -15.91% 8.74% 4.00%

 STOCKS BONDS

 10.03% 2.01% 2.86% 1.62% 4.30% 4.49%

1
YEAR

5
YEARS

10
YEARS

 STOCKS BONDS

 13.72% 5.43% 3.27% 6.97% 3.82% 4.20%

are struggling. We want to help and we know 
many others who do as well. 

If you feel this same level of concern and are 
wondering what to do, may we suggest a few 
ideas: 

n  Donate to a cause that you believe in, 
maybe one that helps feed and clothe those 
who are unemployed. 

n  Buy gift cards and donate them to 
organizations who distribute them to those 
in need. This helps in 2 ways; the business 
gets needed funds and the recipient gets to 
buy something they need.

n  Leave a bigger tip than usual when you 
order takeout or eat at a restaurant.

n  Call someone you know who lives alone 
just to check on them and find out if they 
need anything. 

n  If the racial injustice movement has caused 
you concern, may we suggest you take a 
moment to listen and advocate for policies 
that will improve lives, not divide people. 

In these historic times, we can choose to 
focus on the negative or we can realize how 
good we have it and share that goodness 
with others. In closing, the following is a 
paraphrase of a quote from the brother of a 
firefighter lost on 9/11, “if you’re feeling down 
about the current situation, go help someone 
else, you’ll feel better, and they will too!”

If you or someone you know has been 
financially impacted by COVID-19, please call 
us for help with your situation. 
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Can You Say Unpredictable?
We are halfway through 2020, which is shaping up to be anything 
but predictable. As American businesses began to reopen, the 
U.S. stock market experienced a wild ride. The S&P 500 index 
nearly erased its -19.60% first quarter loss, posting a +20.54% 
return in the 2nd quarter – its best quarterly performance 
since Q4 1998 – with a year-to-date return of -3.08%.

The small cap-focused Russell 2000 Index outperformed 
relative to the large cap S&P 500 stocks by almost 5% last 
quarter, recovering over 80% of its -31% first 
quarter loss. Internationally, foreign equity 
markets outperformed the U.S. in June, 
but widely trailed during the quarter and 
year-to-date. Even so, Wall Street optimism 
remains challenged by deteriorating trade 
relations with China and the accelerating pace 
of new U.S. COVID-19 infections in at least 37 states.
(Source of stock market data: Wall Street Journal).
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Team Updates
Robert: We’re mostly working from home, spending 
time with the same people, no large crowds, take-out 
dining, wearing masks, long walks, golf, and yes, going 
to the gym. Working out has been a needed pandemic 
distraction for me; might not be ideal in terms of 
social distancing but I’m doing my best. Matthew’s 
considering a trade school instead of returning to 
Kennesaw State. Teri and I are preparing for Megan to 
go to the University of Kentucky in August. We’ll miss 
her for sure, especially since we’ve been spending so 
much more time with her the last few months. We’re 
thankful we’re all healthy and we wish the same for you.

Steve: Summer is here, but it is decisively different 
this year. Sports and camps are limited, the pool has 
multiple health guidelines (understandably), and our 
kids miss personal contact with friends.  The bright spot 
in our house is puppy Archer (golden retriever #2) who 
is 6 months old, playful and full of energy. The girls 
have thoroughly enjoyed having the puppy experience 
and they have become great trainers. We’ve enjoyed 
a couple of great escapes as we desperately needed a 
change of scenery – a family reunion in NC and most 
recently a dip in the ocean at Hilton Head. We wish 
everyone good health, both physical and mental. Be 
safe and help one another.

Anne: The last three months have been a wonderful blur 
of baby bliss. Holden is thriving – already 4 months 
old. He’s such a happy baby – always babbling, smiling, 
and laughing. In fact, he’s so excited to “talk” to us, 
that he usually interrupts his meals to chat. He recently 
started rolling over – tummy to back. John and I got so 

excited the first time he rolled over that we celebrated 
too loudly and scared him. Fortunately, his tears were 
short-lived. We are enjoying a lot of family time with his 
Nana and Pop (my parents). I hope everyone is staying 
healthy and safe!    

Janeen: Hello friends. I hope everyone is doing well and 
staying safe. We all have faced a lot of challenges and 
crazy times lately, but we will come out of this stronger, 
closer, and maybe a little more self-aware. Things are 
quiet in the Blecker/Miller household. The boys are all 
doing well and each one had a great end of their school 
year. We do not do much but are mentally fine. What a 
blessing that we adopted Harley in January. That little 
10lb. dog brings so much joy to the household. I love 
the family walks. We are all healthy. Sending virtual 
hugs to everyone.     

Roman: Hi all! Although the past three months have been 
incredibly busy, it’s been very rewarding. By the end of 
July, I will be approaching a big milestone: 6 months 
at Odyssey! I still look forward to meeting many of 
you and hope to have in-person interactions sometime 
soon. I’m currently still working from home but have 
plans to be in the office occasionally. I joined a gym in 
May and I enjoy swimming in the mornings. I grew up 
a swimmer. Madison and I recently took a beach trip to 
Hilton Head Island (my first time going). If you’re ever in 
Hilton Head, consider eating at The Black Marlin Bayside 
Grill or Hudson’s Seafood House on the Docks, the food 
is amazing! I hope you and your families are doing well 
and staying healthy.

We encourage you to follow us on Facebook 
(search @odysseypfa) to see and hear what is 
going on with Your Odyssey Team.

Has having a personal financial advisor with Odyssey been helpful during the past 6 months? Has knowing that 
someone else was looking out for your financial wellbeing made things just a little easier to deal with (or maybe a lot 
easier)? Were finances one less thing you worried about while dealing with the pandemic and social unrest? If so, we 
thank you for realizing that we play an important part in your financial life. If others you know share feelings of 
uncertainty related to finances, taxes, job loss, the stock market, or their retirement, feel free to offer an introduction to 
Odyssey. We’re happy to listen to their story, offer some free guidance, and if we’re a good fit for them, welcome them 
into the Odyssey family. We thank you for introductions.

May We Help Advise Someone You Know? 
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Our Contact Information 
Phone: (770) 992.4444

Fax: (770) 587.2531

Email: janeen.blecker@odysseypfa.com  ext. 2

 robert.fezza@odysseypfa.com ext. 3

 anne.simpson@odysseypfa.com  ext. 4

 steve.siders@odysseypfa.com  ext. 5

 roman.shlyakhetko@odysseypfa.com  ext. 6

Website: www.odysseypfa.com

Address: 500 Sun Valley Drive, Suite A6

 Roswell, GA 30076

The opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author and not those of 
Cetera Financial Specialists, LLC.

Life is a Journey. Navigate it Wisely.
Each one of us has our own story. A story no one 
else can tell. It’s about life, faith, family, careers, 
hobbies, experiences, successes, failures, joys and 
heartaches. It’s a journey that lasts a lifetime. One 
that hopefully will leave the world a better place 
because of the contributions you’ve made – your 
own personal odyssey!

Money and finances influence decisions along the 
way. Having a guide to walk with you can help you 
stay on course. We’re excited you have chosen (or are 
considering choosing) us as your financial guide: to 
watch over your finances, to encourage you to dream 
and set goals, and to help you achieve them.

Our Mission
Statement

Serving God and our clients to 

identify and fulfill life’s dreams

in a caring and personalized

environment.
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