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Elder Law – Common Medicaid Questions 
 

Only 17 percent of people buy long term care, so they self-insure the risk of long term care. If this is the path you 

take, then you will need an attorney to protect what you have accumulated. Cost in Connecticut in 2016 is closing 

in on $170,000 a year for a long term care facility. I am honored to have Stephen O. Allaire republish some of his 

articles that he has written on the subject matter.  

Attorney Stephen O. Allaire is a member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and Executive 

Committee member and past officer of the Connecticut Bar Association Elder Law Section.  His office is located at 

271 Farmington Avenue, Bristol, CT.  You can visit his website at: www.allaireelderlaw.com.   

For us at Edu4retirement, Inc., we know we cannot be an expert in every field, but we can do our homework to 

find one. I consider Stephen a “student of the game”, extremely knowledgeable, understanding and can 

implement what is needed efficiently and accurately. I hope you enjoy this series. He does this with a good story 

telling method that brings the message home. All of his material is copyrighted and it is with his permission that I 

am reprinting.  

As written by Stephen O. Allaire 
 

Common Medicaid Questions 
 

Medicaid (Title 19) can raise scary questions, so here are some common questions answered.  
 
Will I get less care if on Medicaid? No. The care will be exactly the same, except that you cannot have a private 
room. Won’t it be harder to get into a nursing home of my choice? No. Since the nursing home knows they will get 
paid from day one, it may actually be easier to get into the home of your choice, because the home has no concern 
that there won’t be payment.  
 
Won’t the state take my home, or put a lien on it? No. If you are a married couple the home will be exempt.  
 
That’s enough saying no. And it is favorable to say no to those questions.  
 
Here are some yesses.  
 
Does Medicaid pay for care at home? Yes. About $70,000 a year for care at home. That’s a lot of care. 
 
Does Medicaid pay for anything else? Yes. It can pay for medical expenses not covered by Medicare or other 
insurance.  
Can you choose the people who give your loved one home care? Yes, there is some flexibility. You must use a 
company licensed by the State to provide home care paid for by Medicaid, but the State care coordinator will work 
with the family to find a good fit. Sometimes it takes a couple of tries.  
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And here are some more complicated questions. 
 
Can I give assets away and get Medicaid? The general answer is you cannot give assets away within five years of 
applying, but there are many exceptions. For example, assets can be transferred to a spouse or a disabled child 
without a five year wait. They can also be transferred to a child who lived with you for two years and provided care 
for you, without which you would have had to be in a nursing home for that entire two years. And if siblings live in a 
house together for at least a year, and each owns a portion of the house for that year, and one needs Medicaid, the 
sick one can transfer his or her interest to the healthy one at the last minute.  
 
These common questions and their answers bring up one very critical bit of information. There are numerous rules 
and ins and outs of the Medicaid system. Knowing how these rules work can mean the difference between getting 
care, or not, and saving assets or not. So getting competent advice is the real answer to all questions.  
 
We thank Attorney Allaire for providing some guidance on how Medicaid works. Give these questions and their 

corresponding answers some thought when you are involved in the planning for taking care of you or some loved 

ones.  

We hope you enjoy the personal journey as we cover each of these issues.  Please rely upon us to help deliver the 
decisions that fit your desires and ultimately helping you to feel empowered about your retirement.  Michael 
Callahan, Steve Tillona and Attorney Allaire are available for any questions that may arise as you make this journey.  
You may contact us at: 
 
Michael Callahan: 
mc@edu4retirement.com 
860-863-4155 
 
Steven Tillona 
stillona@edu4retirement.com 
860-863-9984 
 
Attorney Stephen O. Allaire 
860-259-1500   

Stephen O. Allaire is not affiliated or registered with Cetera Advisors LLC. 

Edu4Retirement, Inc. specializes in providing retirement education and advice to our clients along with appropriate 
investment products to assist in mitigating retirement risk. Please think of us when it comes to retirement 
planning.  We appreciate your referrals. 
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