
The shape of the world has changed over the past six weeks. In some senses, it has 'flattened,' as Tom
Friedman noted in 2005. With the click of a mouse and a Zoom meeting, we are talking to family on both
coasts and in eastern and western Europe all at once. And at the same time, sequestered in our homes,
our purview doesn't even reach the horizon - only to our front door. The contours of our social and
professional lives have shifted. Dinners, happy hours, meetings, book groups, medical visits, religious
services are still "face-to-face," but now on a video screen.

But that is for those of us who are fortunate. Many are not.

Healthcare workers in the thick of the pandemic are working long hours, and in the face of potential (and, in
many cases, actual) life-threatening infection. Police officers, fire fighters, grocery store workers, and
thousands of others are susceptible to sickness or death in our service. Service employees are furloughed -
out of work and not getting paid. Parents are having to stay home with their children whose schools and
daycare are closed. 10% of the national workforce has filed for unemployment benefits in the past two
weeks.

As a result, we have made contributions on behalf of you, our clients, to two organizations: World Central
Kitchen ("WCK") and Homestretch.

WCK was founded by chef José Andrés to create smart solutions to hunger and poverty. Their focus has
been on food resiliency, but they have morphed into a disaster relief organization of "Food First
Responders." In response to the current epidemic, they are delivering tens of thousands of fresh meals in
communities that need support in cities across the country, as well as to front-line healthcare workers. In
doing so, they are providing work for restaurants and restaurant workers otherwise shuttered by the
pandemic. I would encourage you to see what they are doing by visiting https://wck.org/chefsforamerica.

Homestretch is a Northern Virginia non-profit that provides holistic services to homeless parents with
children, helping them attain permanent housing, and the life and vocational skills required to become self-
sufficient. In times of economic crisis, it is often those "living on the edge" who are first affected and most
affected. Homestretch supports that population, and its services are needed now more than ever.
https://homestretchva.org/

I would encourage you to visit their websites and also consider donating.

We are also interested in other opportunities to help, whether it be personally or financially. If you or
someone you know needs assistance - whether procuring groceries, a ride to a doctor's appointment, or
even simply a phone call for social interaction, please let us know. And if you have other organizations that
you feel are worthy of support in their response to the current pandemic, we would welcome your
suggestions.
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If you have a colleague or friend who has complex investment or financial needs and might benefit from
a more capable advisory team, send a brief email introduction to us, or call 703.916.8400 with contact
information. We'll politely contact them to offer a free consultation to provide our observations and
recommendations.

Footnotes and Disclosures:
 
Bard Malovany and Ben Seamans are registered representatives of Lincoln Financial Advisors. Securities and advisory
services offered exclusively through registered representatives of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer
(member SIPC) and registered investment advisor, of which Aspect Partners is not an affiliate. Insurance offered through
Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies. 
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