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Coronavirus Affects Federal, State, and Local Deadlines
Federal, state, and local governments have extended a number of deadlines amid the coronavirus
pandemic. Here are just a few of the deadlines that have been affected.

Federal and state income taxes
The IRS has postponed the due date for filing federal income tax returns and making tax payments from
April 15, 2020, to July 15, 2020. No interest, penalties, or additions to tax will be incurred by taxpayers
during this 90-day period for any return or payment postponed under this relief provision.
The relief is automatically given to all taxpayers (they do not need to file any additional forms to qualify) and
applies to federal income tax payments (for taxable year 2019) and estimated tax payments (for taxable
year 2020) due on April 15, 2020, including payments of tax on self-employment income. There is no limit
on the amount of tax that can be deferred.
Many state income tax deadlines have also been postponed. You can find more information on your state
government's website.

REAL ID
The REAL ID Act, passed by Congress in 2005 set minimum security standards for state-issued driver's
licenses and identification cards. Under the Act, residents of every state and territory are required to have a
REAL ID-compliant license/identification card, or another acceptable form of identification (such as a
passport), in order to access federal facilities, enter nuclear power plants, and board commercial aircraft.1
The initial deadline for REAL ID compliance was October 1, 2020. As a result of the pandemic, the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security has extended the deadline to October 1, 2021. For more information,
visit dhs.gov/real-id.

Driver's license and vehicle registrations
Many state departments of motor vehicles have temporarily closed or limited in-person transactions due to
the pandemic. As a result, they are giving extensions/waiving deadlines for driver's license and vehicle
registration renewals — in some cases up to 90 days. Some states have even waived road test requirements
for teenagers who have completed all their driver's education requirements.
Visit your state's department of motor vehicles website for more information on the various
deadlines/extensions and to find out which types of transactions can be completed online; many states
have expanded their online services during the pandemic.

Local property taxes
Many municipalities are offering economic relief to homeowners during the pandemic by extending property
tax deadlines or waiving penalties/fees for late property tax payments. This type of tax relief usually applies
only to individuals who pay their property taxes directly and not those whose property taxes are collected in
an escrow account by their loan servicer. You can contact your local government's tax office to check
whether property tax deadlines have been postponed.
1

Department of Homeland Security, March 2020
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