
Growing optimism that the Fed may be ready to ease future interest
rate hikes sent stocks higher in a quiet trading week.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average gained 1.78%, while the Standard &
Poor’s 500 added 1.53%. The Nasdaq Composite index improved
0.72% for the week. The MSCI EAFE index, which tracks developed
overseas stock markets, advanced 2.33%.1,2,3

Stocks Rally

In light holiday-week trading, stocks rallied as investors grew more
hopeful of a slowdown in a future rate hike. The release of the
minutes from the early November meeting of the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC) fed investors' optimism. Fed officials
suggested such easing may be coming soon.

Investor sentiment was also lifted by unexpectedly strong retailer
earnings, upside surprises in new economic data, and a better-than-
expected consumer sentiment reading. Investors looked past the
continuing Covid-related challenges that have stymied China's
economic recovery and its attendant implications for global growth. 

Easing in the Offing?

The Fed meeting minutes, released before the Thanksgiving holiday,
showed that most Fed officials felt a slowing in interest rate increases
would be appropriate. The minutes also suggested that such a
deceleration in rate hikes may begin with December's meeting with a
50 basis point hike rather than a fifth consecutive boost of 75 basis
points.4

The primary reasons for slowing the pace of rate hikes were the
growing risk that the Fed may increase rates beyond what was
required to reduce inflation to its two percent target and signs that
inflation pressures were easing.5

Best Apps For Finding Best Gift Prices

Who doesn’t love the magic of the winter holidays? The warmth from
gathered family and friends and the comfort of traditions. But the
winter holidays also come with the headaches of never-ending to-do
lists, crowded stores, and increased expenses.

Wouldn’t it be great if there was a resource that could help you cut
back on holiday stress while saving a few bucks? Your sanity and
wallet could both benefit from an easier way to shop… and that’s
where this great article from PC Magazine comes to the rescue!
Their list of free apps examines the tools that can help you buy every
gift on your list at the lowest prices. Cool!

Here’s hoping this resource lowers your stress level and gives you
more time in your days this holiday season. Feel free to share this
link with others who could benefit. Wishing you a wonderful winter!

"Always forgive your enemies... nothing annoys them so much."

– Oscar Wilde

Easy Houseplants That Anyone Can Grow

Houseplants can bring a bit of joy and nature to every corner of your
home. Even if you don’t consider yourself someone with a green
thumb, this list of easy houseplants can help get you started. They
are low-maintenance. Perfect for those of us who have killed a few
too many plants in the past! Here are some of the easiest
houseplants that anyone can grow:

Monstera

Sansevieria a.k.a. snake plant

ZZ plant

Spider plant

Heart-leafed philodendron

Dracaena

Ponytail palm

Pothos

Most of these plants are easy to take care of because they are
tolerant of watering and light conditions. Some are fine in indirect or
low-light situations, while some prefer a sunny corner. Research each
one to see which ones fit into your home. 

Tip adapted from Bloomscape7

A lone pine tree stands on a cliff. The wind is blowing from the east
through the mountains. Which way do the tree’s leaves blow?

Last week’s riddle: It has no crown, yet when the chips are down it is
more powerful than a king or queen. What is it? Answer: An ace in a deck
of cards.
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