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FACT OF THE MONTH

THE MONTH IN BRIEF

You could say June was a month of highs. The 
S&P 500 hit another record peak, oil prices 
reached year-to-date highs, and gold became 
more valuable than it had been in six years. 
(There was also a notable low during the 
month: the yield of the 10-year Treasury fell 
below 2%.) Also, a door opened to further 
trade talks with China, and the latest monetary 
policy statement from the Federal Reserve 
hinted at the possibility of easing. For most 
investors, there was much to appreciate. 

cnbc.com/2019/06/21/it-was-a-monumental-week-for-markets-
with-major-milestones-in-stocks-bonds-gold-and-oil.html 
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By the end of 2018, there were 53 fi rms
in the S&P 500 that increased their 
dividends to stockholders every year 
for at least 25 years. These so-called 
Dividend Aristocrats have an average 
annual return of 18.3% over the past 
10 years, compared with 17.1% for the 
S&P 500.

-Kiplinger’s, April 4, 2019

S&P 500 Index is an index of 500 of the largest exchange-traded stocks in the US from a broad 
range of industries whose collective performance mirrors the overall stock market. Investors 
cannot invest directly in an index.  Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 
The Federal Reserve System is the central banking system of the United States and controls the 
Federal Funds Rate, an important benchmark in fi nancial markets used to infl uence the supply 
of money in the U.S. economy.  Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a measure of output from U.S 
factories and related consumption in the United States.  It does not include products made by U.S. 
companies in foreign markets.Infl ation is the rise in the prices of goods and services, as happens 
when spending increases relative to the supply of goods on the market.  Moderate infl ation is a 
common result of economic growth.

WHAT IS A FINANCIAL PLAN?

Financial planning means much more than just investing. 
It’s bringing all the pieces of your fi nancial life together—
from budgeting, to planning for retirement, to saving for 
education, to managing your taxes and your insurance 
coverage. A fi nancial plan coordinates all your investment 
plans, from Social Security to your pension and 403b.

From examining your current 
situation, to setting goals, to 
deciding how to measure 
your progress, a Financial 
Planner is qualifi ed to take 
you through the fi nancial 
planning process.

Study after study has shown 
that no matter one’s income 
or assets, those who plan 
fi nancially feel more confi dent 
about their retirement and 
may be more prepared to 
face life challenges. 

Prioritizing fi nancial planning 
will help you to achieve your 
retirement dreams—whether 
they be traveling the world or 
retiring to a remote cabin in 
the mountains.

We invite you to contact us to schedule your consultation!

✓ Calculate your 
net worth

✓  Avoid fi nancial 
setbacks

✓  Deal with major 
life changes

✓  Avoid debt and 
credit problems 

✓  Decide where to 
put your money

Regardless of your 
income, a Financial 
Planner can help you:

Partner with a M3 financial 
advisor for clarity on your 
retirement options.


