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What are some possible clues that
your identity is stolen? You get billed
for medical services you didn’t receive.
Your health insurance carrier rejects a
claim stating your limit has already
been reached. You are turned down
for health insurance after medical
records show a condition you don’t
have. The IRS notifies you that your
tax return was already filed.
Other ways to detect stolen identity
problems include reviewing bank
account and credit card activity for
unexplained withdrawals and charges.
Make sure your bills and other mail
arrive as expected and check your
credit report for unfamiliar accounts.
Until May…

Every three years, the
Federal Reserve sponsors
the Survey of Consumer
Finances (SCF), which
collects information on the
financial state of U.S.
households. The survey is
one of the nation's primary
sources of information on the financial condition
of different types of households. Here are a few
interesting observations gleaned from the most
recent surveys conducted in 2013 and 2016,
with the latter comparing changes during that
timeframe.

Income
The typical household's median family income
rose 10% between 2013 and 2016, from
$48,100 to $52,700. During that same period,
mean income (the average) increased 14%,
from $89,900 to $102,700. Families at the top
of the income distribution saw larger gains in
income between 2013 and 2016 than other
families, consistent with widening income
inequality.

without a college education and nonwhite and
Hispanic families experienced larger
proportional increases in net worth than other
types of families, although more-educated
families and white non-Hispanic families
continue to have higher wealth than other
families.
Overall, median and mean inflation-adjusted
net worth — the difference between a family's
gross assets and liabilities — rose between 2013
and 2016. Overall, the median net worth of all
families rose 16% to $97,300, and mean net
worth rose 26% to $692,100. Much of the
increase in wealth was driven by the increased
prices of homes and investments such as
stocks and other securities.

The same patterns of inequality in the
distribution of wealth across all families are also
evident within race/ethnicity groups: For each of
the race/ethnicity groups, the mean is
substantially higher than the median, reflecting
the concentration of wealth at the top of the
wealth distribution. White families had the
highest level of both median and mean family
wealth: $171,000 and $933,700, respectively.
Across age groups, median and mean incomes
Black families' median and mean net worth was
show a life-cycle pattern, rising to a peak in the
less than 15% that of white families, at $17,600
middle age groups and then declining for
and $138,200, respectively. Hispanic families'
groups that are older and increasingly more
median and mean net worth was $20,700 and
likely to be retired. Income also shows a strong
$191,200, respectively.
positive association with education; in
A few other interesting facts
particular, incomes for families headed by a
person who has a college degree tend to be
Homeownership rates decreased between
substantially higher than for those with lower
2013 and 2016 to 63.7%, continuing a decline
levels of schooling.
from their peak of 69.1% in 2004. For families

The Standard Deduction and Itemized
Deductions After Tax Reform

Incomes of white non-Hispanic families are
substantially higher than those of nonwhite
(black or African-American non-Hispanic,
Hispanic, or Latino, and other or multiple race)
families. Income is also higher for homeowners
and for families living in urban areas than for
other families, and income is systematically
higher for groups with greater net worth.

Weathering the Storm: Are You Prepared?

Wealth

Retirement plan participation and retirement
account asset values rose for families across
the income distribution, with the largest
proportional increases occurring among
families in the bottom half of the income
distribution.

Will a government pension reduce my Social
Security benefits?

Families near the bottom of the income and
wealth distribution experienced large gains in
mean and median net worth following large
declines between 2010 and 2013. Families

Overall, many measures of debt and debt
obligations indicate that debt has fallen, while
education debt increased substantially between
2013 and 2016.
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What are some tips for creating a budget and
sticking to it?

that own a home, mean net housing values
(value of a home minus outstanding mortgages)
rose.
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The Standard Deduction and Itemized Deductions After Tax Reform
The Tax Cut and Jobs Act substantially
increased the standard deduction amounts for
2018 to 2025. It also eliminated or restricted
many itemized deductions for those years. You
can generally choose to take the standard
deduction or to itemize deductions. As a result
of the changes, far fewer taxpayers will be able
to reduce their taxes by itemizing deductions.

interest on home equity indebtedness. Home
equity used to substantially improve your home
is not treated as home equity indebtedness and
can still qualify for the interest deduction.

Standard deduction

Casualty and theft losses: The deduction for
personal casualty and theft losses is eliminated,
except for casualty losses attributable to a
federally declared disaster.

The standard deduction amounts are
substantially increased in 2018 (and adjusted
for inflation in future years).
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
signed into law in December
2017, substantially
increased the standard
deduction amounts and
made significant changes to
itemized deductions,
generally starting in 2018.
After 2025, these provisions
revert to pre-2018 law.

2017

2018

Single

$6,350

$12,000

Head of
household

$9,350

$18,000

Married filing $12,700
jointly

$24,000

Married filing $6,350
separately

$12,000

Charitable gifts: The top percentage limit for
deducting charitable contributions is increased
from 50% of AGI to 60% of AGI for certain cash
gifts.

Miscellaneous itemized deductions:
Previously deductible miscellaneous expenses
subject to the 2% floor, including tax
preparation expenses and unreimbursed
employee business expenses, are no longer
deductible.

Alternative minimum tax (AMT)

Note: The additional standard deduction
amount for the blind or aged (age 65 or older)
in 2018 is $1,600 (up from $1,550 in 2017) for
single/head of household or $1,300 (up from
$1,250 in 2017) for all other filing statuses.
Special rules apply if you can be claimed as a
dependent by another taxpayer.

The standard deduction is not available for
AMT purposes. Nor is the itemized deduction
for state and local taxes available for AMT
purposes. If you are subject to the alternative
minimum tax, it may be useful to itemize
deductions even if itemized deductions are less
than the standard deduction amount.

Year-end tax planning

Typically, you have a certain amount of control
over the timing of income and expenses. You
Itemized deductions
generally want to time your recognition of
Many itemized deductions have been
income so that it will be taxed at the lowest rate
eliminated or restricted. The overall limitation
possible, and time your deductible expenses so
on itemized deductions based on the amount of they can be claimed in years when you are in a
adjusted gross income (AGI) was eliminated.
higher tax bracket.
Here are some specific changes.
With the substantially higher standard
Medical expenses: The AGI threshold for
deducting unreimbursed medical expenses was
reduced from 10% to 7.5% for 2017 and 2018,
after which it returns to 10%. This same
threshold applies for alternative minimum tax
purposes.
State and local taxes: Individuals are able to
claim an itemized deduction of up to only
$10,000 ($5,000 for married filing separately)
for state and local property taxes and state and
local income taxes (or sales taxes in lieu of
income taxes). Previously, there were no dollar
limits.
Home mortgage interest: Individuals can
deduct mortgage interest on no more than
$750,000 ($375,000 for married filing
separately) of qualifying mortgage debt. For
mortgage debt incurred before December 16,
2017, the prior $1,000,000 ($500,000 for
married filing separately) limit will continue to
apply. A deduction is no longer allowed for

deduction amounts and the changes to
itemized deductions, it may be especially useful
to bunch itemized deductions in certain years;
for example, when they would exceed the
standard deduction. Thus, while this might
seem counterintuitive from a nontax
perspective, it may be useful to make charitable
gifts in years in which you have high medical
expenses or casualty losses.
In this environment, qualified charitable
distributions (QCDs) may be even more useful
as a way to make charitable gifts without
itemizing deductions. QCDs are distributions
made directly from an IRA to a qualified charity.
Such distributions may be excluded from
income and count toward satisfying any
required minimum distributions (RMDs) you
would otherwise have to receive from your IRA.
Individuals age 70½ and older can make up to
$100,000 in QCDs per year.
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Weathering the Storm: Are You Prepared?
Severe weather can test even the most
seasoned homeowners. And while storm
hazards such as power outages, downed trees,
and flooding can result in costly damage to your
home, they can also put your family's safety at
risk. The key to making it through a storm
safely is to be prepared.

Protect your home
Before a storm arrives, you'll want to take
proactive steps to prevent damage to your
home, such as:
• Cleaning your gutters and downspouts so
that water can flow freely away from your
home
• Inspecting and repairing roof shingles and
flashing to prevent water damage
• Trimming overhanging tree limbs
• Securing loose objects (e.g., grills and patio
furniture)
• Parking your car and storing any heavy
equipment (e.g., lawnmower) inside a garage
• Investing in storm windows, doors, and
shutters

Important documents/valuables. Place
important documents, such as personal records
(e.g., birth and marriage certificates), property
records (e.g., insurance policies), medical
records, financial information (e.g., bank or
credit card information), and any valuables in a
secure location that is easily accessible in case
of an emergency.

Review your insurance coverage
Review all of your insurance policies (e.g.,
homeowners, renters, and auto) to make sure
that you have appropriate coverage for your
property and belongings. Your home and its
contents should be insured to their full
replacement cost, including any new additions,
remodels, and furniture. To assist with
post-storm insurance claims, be sure to take
pictures/videos and make an inventory of your
home and valuables in case they are damaged
or destroyed.

Keep in mind that certain types of storm
damage (e.g., flood and hurricane) may not be
covered by a standard policy or may require
you to pay a separate deductible. If you live in a
high-risk storm area, you may need to purchase
Have an emergency plan/stock up on
insurance specifically designed for floods and
hurricanes. Contact your insurance agent to
supplies
determine if you need to purchase additional
A severe storm can cause power outages that
insurance above and beyond traditional
last for days. It can also result in downed power
coverage.
lines, fallen trees, and flooding that make roads
impassable. You'll want to have an emergency After the storm
plan that identifies a place nearby where you
If your home suffers severe storm damage from
can safely stay if you lose power for an
a natural disaster, you may be eligible for
extended period of time.
immediate disaster relief funds and special
In addition, you should gather the necessary
supplies you'll need to stay safe both during
and after a storm. The following are some items
to put together in an emergency supply kit.

programs through the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and various
state/local government agencies.

You'll also need to file a claim for storm
damage with your insurance company. To
make the claims process easier, take pictures
to document the damage — both inside and
outside of your home — as soon as possible.
While your claim is being processed, take steps
to prevent further damage (e.g., putting a tarp
on a damaged roof), since the insurance
First aid/medicine. Be prepared for any
possible medical needs by having a first aid kit. company may not cover any additional damage
Also talk to your doctor about obtaining an extra that occurs after the storm passes.
prescription for important medications you take Keep in mind that the process for filing an
such as heart and blood pressure medications, insurance claim can take time, especially if your
insulin, and asthma inhalers.
home is in an area that has been impacted by a
Communication/safety items. Make sure your large-scale storm. As a result, you should
contact your insurer with any questions you
cell phones and other methods of electronic
may have regarding the claims process.
communication are fully charged before the
Food/supplies. Stock up on enough
nonperishable food to sustain you and your
family for several days. You'll also want to store
other items that are specific to your family's
needs, such as infant formula, diapers, pet
food, clothing, and blankets.

storm arrives. Also gather additional safety
items, such as matches, flashlights, batteries,
and an AM/FM radio.
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES
The information presented here is
not specific to any individual's
personal circumstances.
To the extent that this material
concerns tax matters, it is not
intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, by a taxpayer for
the purpose of avoiding penalties
that may be imposed by law. Each
taxpayer should seek independent
advice from a tax professional
based on his or her individual
circumstances.
These materials are provided for
general information and
educational purposes based upon
publicly available information from
sources believed to be reliable—we
cannot assure the accuracy or
completeness of these materials.
The information in these materials
may change at any time and
without notice.

Will a government pension reduce my Social Security
benefits?
If you earned a government
pension from a job not subject
to Social Security tax
withholding ("noncovered
employment") and are also eligible for Social
Security benefits through a job where Social
Security taxes were withheld, two provisions
might reduce your benefits: the windfall
elimination provision (WEP) and the
government pension offset (GPO).
The WEP affects how a worker's Social
Security benefit is calculated. If you're subject
to the WEP, your benefit is calculated using a
modified formula, possibly resulting in a benefit
reduction. The amount of the reduction
depends on the year you turn 62 and the
number of years in which you had substantial
earnings and paid into Social Security (no
reduction applies to those with 30 years or
more of substantial earnings). The reduction
cannot be more than one-half of your pension
from noncovered employment. Spousal and
dependent benefits may also be reduced, but
not survivor benefits.
The GPO may affect spousal or survivor
benefits if the spouse or survivor earned a

government pension from noncovered
employment. In this case, the GPO may reduce
Social Security benefits by up to two-thirds of
the amount of the pension.
For example, if you receive a $900 monthly
government pension and are eligible for a
$1,000 monthly Social Security spousal benefit,
you would receive only $400 per month from
Social Security [$1,000 minus $600 (2/3 times
$900) equals $400]. You would still receive
your $900 pension, so your combined benefit
would be $1,300.
Not all government employees are subject to
these provisions. For example, federal
employees under the Federal Employees
Retirement System are exempt because they
pay Social Security taxes on earnings.
However, public-sector employees in some
states do not pay Social Security taxes, and
thus could be subject to the WEP. The GPO
affects pensions from noncovered federal,
state, or local government employment.
Rules and calculations for the WEP and the
GPO are complex. Visit the Social Security
website, ssa.gov, for more information.

What are some tips for creating a budget and sticking
to it?
It's a common problem for
many individuals — wondering
exactly where your paycheck
goes each month. After paying
expenses, such as your mortgage, utilities, and
credit card bills, you may find little left to put
toward anything else.

dividends, interest, and child support. Next, add
up all of your expenses. Sometimes it helps to
divide expenses into two categories: fixed (e.g.,
housing, food, transportation) and discretionary
(e.g., entertainment, vacations). Don't forget to
factor in any financial goals you would like to
pursue.

Creating a budget is the first key to successfully
manage your finances. Knowing exactly how
you are spending your money each month can
set you on a more clear path to pursue your
financial goals. If you become sidetracked
when it comes to your finances, consider these
tips for creating a budget and staying on the
right path.

Evaluate your budget. Once you've added
your income and expenses, compare the two
totals. Ideally, you should be spending less
than you earn. If this is the case, you're on the
right track, and you'll need to look at how well
you use your extra income toward achieving
your financial goals. On the other hand, if you
are spending more than you earn, you should
make some adjustments to your budget. Look
Examine your financial goals. Start out by
making a list of your short-term goals (e.g., new for ways to increase your income or reduce
your expenses, or both.
car, vacation) and long-term goals (e.g, your
child's college education, retirement) and
Monitor your budget. Finally, you should
prioritize them. Consider how much you will
monitor your budget periodically and make
need to save and how long it will take to reach changes when necessary. Keep in mind that
each goal.
any budget that is too rigid is likely to fail. Keep
your budget flexible as your changing
Identify your current monthly income and
circumstances demand.
expenses. Add up all of your income. In
addition to your regular salary and wages, be
sure to include other types of income, such as
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