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In the last few days we’ve seen the stock market have its worst single day since 
1987 and then recover almost as much the next day. The market is 
experiencing extreme volatility. We’ve also seen President Trump declare a 
state of National Emergency with the extreme (but probably necessary) 
precautions of schools, including universities, canceling live classes for the next 
2 weeks or more and even professional sports teams or leagues canceling 
games or even the rest of their season. Unprecedented. How should we, as 
Christians (and investors) respond?

How are we, at Stewardship Advisory Group responding and how should you 
respond?

First, we’re here for you. Over the next few weeks we will be limiting the 
number of in-office appointments and travel so that we can be available if you 
want to communicate via email or talk by phone. We’re here for you! If you 
have questions or concerns or just want to talk, we are here for you. Email or 
call us.

What are we not doing? We are not panicking. People who panic make unwise 
and very costly decisions. So, we are not panicking. That said, we are watching 
things very closely, listening to the best minds that we know of from the 
economic, medical and scientific communities. We want to be informed and on 
top of things.  That said, we are very careful who we listen to and what 
information sources we plug into. We do not want to listen to those who take an 
unbalanced and unbiblical perspective…and neither should you.

We are also not fearful. That doesn’t mean we are not concerned; but it does 
mean that we don’t let valid concerns spiral down into fearmongering. We are 
applying our faith. We would encourage you to do the same; apply your faith. 
The Coronavirus situation and the stock market correction has not caught God 
by surprise. He is still on the throne. He is still in control and He will accomplish 
His sovereign purposes though it all.

In the midst of all that is going on, we at Stewardship are looking for 
opportunities.  In every crisis there are opportunities…if we are wise enough to 
be looking for them and if we have the courage to take advantage of them.  As
the old saying goes, “When life gives you lemons…make lemonade!” That’s 
what we want to do, in numerous ways.

What is happening wth the Stock Market?
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From an investment perspective, the wisest investors of all time (Sir John
Templeton, Warren Buffett, Peter Lynch, etc.) have all taken advantage of big
market declines to buy stocks when they are “on sale”. It takes courage and
faith (and cash), but it’s a great buying opportunity. Here is a quote by the late
Sir John Templeton who said, “The time of maximum pessimism is the   best
time to buy…”

Warren Buffett recently said, “The real question is: Has the 10-year or 20-year
outlook for American businesses changed in the last 24 or 48 hours?” No! (The
short-term outlook for American business has certainly changed, but not the
long term. That makes this current crisis a “buying opportunity”.) So, if you have
some cash on the sidelines that you could invest for the long term (and have
the courage and fortitude) this could be a great investing opportunity. As one
individual said; “Buy when everyone else is selling and sell when everyone else
is buying”. Of course, if you do that, you should know that your investment
could go down before it ever starts rising; so don’t do it if you need the money
in the short run or if you don’t have the tolerance and fortitude to stay invested
in spite of the volatility.

Another way to benefit from the current market is…don’t take withdrawals while
the market is down if you don’t have to. If you have enough cash and liquid
reserves to cover your current budget needs, considering stopping or lowering
any automatic withdrawals or periodic distributions you might otherwise be
taking. Leave those shares in the market so that when it recovers, you have
more shares (and more dollars). Let Scott Pletcher on our team know if you
want to stop or reduce distributions from your accounts with us.
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How should we NOT respond?

By being fearful, self-focused hoarders trying to control our own security (health 
or financial) at the expense of others. WWJD? What Would Jesus Do? He 
would not be fearful; He would not be focused solely on Himself and He would 
not hoard. What would He do? He would care for others, He would serve, He 
would give to meet the needs of others. He would give of Himself; just like He 
did when He was on earth.

What can YOU and I do?

Realize that we are not Helpless…or Hopeless!
One of the things we can do from a practical perspective is to follow the 
hygiene guidelines recommended by the CDC and healthcare 
professionals. www.Coronavirus.gov
Remember that it is God who is our Protector, Provider
Be an Ambassador of Hope, Comfort and Peace of Mind to a world that 
desperately needs it.
Pray for those around you (Create “Circles of Prayer”; your “Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria and the Uttermost parts of the Earth”; Your Family & 
Friends, your Church and Community, your State and our Nation…and 
our World.  Pray for the governmental leaders, business leaders and the 
medical and scientific leaders and front-line medical personnel; including 
those serving our aging parents & loved ones in elder care facilities. Pray 
for those whose jobs or incomes are affected (certain industries like 
travel, hospitality, conventions and also those who live on tips). In addition 
to praying for them, HELP them where you can. Give generously, tip 
generously…be a Blessing. Time for Random Acts of Kindness and 
Generosity!
Give to an organization that is doing good in this crisis and endeavoring to 
provide Hope & Healing to those who are Hurting.
Find a way to serve…even if it’s virtually (prayer, phone calls, video calls, 
volunteering administratively, etc). (Get our eyes off ourselves and onto 
others whose needs are greater than ours and whose situations are much 
worse than ours. For those who are in hospitals, nursing homes or other 
facilities who are on lockdown; or for widows in our family or our church 
family…there is a lot of loneliness in being isolated. Our phone call (or 
video call), our voice can really make a difference to them. Be a difference
maker!
Be an Encourager and an Exhorter in a world full of pessimistic, doomsday 
negativity. People need a word of encouragement. 
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Be the Hands and Feet and the Heart and Voice of Jesus to those He
brings into our path. What an opportunity to be instruments of the Gospel
and bring the “Good News” to others!

Here is an inspiring example of what
Starbucks, a secular company, is doing to
bring comfort in spite of the Coronavirus:
https://stories.starbucks.com/stories/2020
/one-global-companys-bold-steps-to-
navigate-covid-19-in-china-and-the-
lessons-learned/

In addition to getting our eyes off ourselves and onto the
needs of others who are less fortunate than we are, we
also need to be wise in terms of what (and who) we listen
to and watch. As Ron Blue said in his wonderful book,
Surviving Financial Meltdown: Confident Decisions in
an Uncertain World, “We need to turn DOWN the static
of this world and turn UP the volume of God’s word”.

https://www.amazon.com/Surviving-Financial-Meltdown-
Confident-Decisions/dp/1607518899/

If you haven’t read Ron’s book (it’s a short, easy read), I strongly encourage
you to get a copy and read it. You will be blessed.

Over and over in my 35+ years of being a Financial Advisor, I have seen that
those who listen to, read or watch too much negative news and “Doomsdayers”
lose their peace of mind and their joy. Instead they experience stress and
anxiety, even worry. Jesus spoke about this in one of my favorite passages of
scripture in Matthew 6:25-34:

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food,
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they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 
they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the 
field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—
you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own."

Jesus never said, “Don’t Prepare”; but He did say, “Don’t Worry”! Over and over
throughout the Bible, God says “Fear Not”. Why do we not have to fear? God is
in control and all these things will pass. As we go through them we can have
Confidence and Comfort in:

God’s Promises
God’s Provision for us
God’s Protection

Let me close by giving you some really hopeful information and encouragement 
about the Coronavirus. Below is a video and some info from Finny Kuruvilla, the 
Lead Portfolio Manager of Eventide; one of our key managers in the 
OneAscent-Stewardship portfolios. I don’t usually get impressed with Bios but I 
am with Finny’s. He’s got degrees from MIT (Masters in Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science) and both a Ph.D. (Chemistry and Chemical Biology) 
from Harvard and an MD from Harvard Medical School. I think you will 
appreciate Finny’s balanced approach, combining medical and scientific along 
with market and Biblical perspectives. I disagree with his advocacy for 
vegetarian and meatless diets although I respect Finny and others who hold 
this view, but I do agree with him that the way the meat industry raises and 
slaughters, and processes animals is both cruel and not healthy.

Eventide Coronavirus Video
Eventide White Paper on the Coronavirus
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We at Stewardship will continue to monitor the impact of the Coronavirus as
well as its effect on the markets and we will continue to keep you informed and
updated.

In the meantime, if you want to talk, please give us a call. We are here for you!

Jeff Rogers
Jeff Rogers, CKA®, CEP®

Founder and Chairman
Stewardship Advisory Group
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Confidential Information:  This message and any attachments contain
information from United Planners Financial Services, which may be confidential and/
or privileged, and is intended for use only by the addressee(s) named on
this transmission.  If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are 
notified that any review, copying, distribution or use of this transmission is
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please (i)
notify the sender immediately by e-mail or by telephone and (ii) destroy all
copies of this message.

Circular 230 Disclosure: Pursuant to U.S. Treasury Department Regulations,
we are required to advise you that, unless otherwise expressly indicated, any federal 
tax advice contained in this communication, including attachments and enclosures, is 
not intended or written to be used, and may not be used, for the purpose of (i) 
avoiding tax-related penalties under the Internal Revenue Code
or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any tax-related matters 
addressed herein.

Jeff Rogers and Don Purcell are Investment Advisor Representatives offering 
Financial Planning and Investment Advisory services through Stewardship Advisory 
Group, LLC; an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. *Legacy
Coaching services are offered through Stewardship Legacy Coaching, LLC. 
Securities are offered through United Planners Financial Services, a Limited 
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Services.
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