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Christmas
AROUND THE WORLD

TREE TRADITIONS
China: The Chinese city of Changzhou erects 
its traditional Christmas tree every year, made 
entirely out of beer bottles.

Germany: German families decorating 
their tree will find a special place for one 
ornament in particular - the Christmas pickle. This 

tradition is said to date back to 1880!

UAE: In 2010, Abu Dhabi nabbed the record 
for the most expensive Christmas tree. Costing a 
cool 7.2 million pounds, it was decked in gold 

ornaments and precious gems.

CELEBRATIONS
Bolivia: It’s commonly believed that a 

rooster was the one who announced the 
birth of Jesus. Thanks to this, Christmas Eve 

mass can be quite a noisy affair.

Norway: A Norwegian tradition is to 
spend Christmas Eve hiding away all cleaning 

implements in the house - it’s believed that 
during the night, evil witches will descend to steal 

all the brooms they can find!

Spain: Spanish families add an unusual character to the 
traditional nativity scenes - a “caganer” (figurine with dropped 

pants) leaving a special surprise for baby Jesus.

GIFT TRADITIONS
Serbia: Presents come early to children in Serbia - two Sundays before 
Christmas day, they tie their mother up and only set her free once she’s 
paid a ransom in gifts.

Netherlands: Children will open presents that have been left in 
their shoes by the Dutch Santa - Sinterklaas. He lives in Spain and 

sails over on a steamboat to make his deliveries. 

Sweden: Swedish families often add to the 
festive fun of gift giving with handwritten 

rhymes on the outside of each present that 
hints at its contents.



Christmas
AND SANTA CLAUS

ST. NICHOLAS
Born in 270 AD, in modern day Turkey, Saint Nicholas 
was very much a real person. He was known for 
donating money to the poor and other charitable acts 
such as helping people in need  and gift giving.

ODIN
Long before Christmas was celebrated throughout Northern Europe, the people of those 

regions celebrated a midwinter holiday called Yule. During Yuletide celebrations, the Wild 
Hunt is said to occur - which is a supernatural procession of ghostly beings that travel 

across the sky.  On the back of his flying eight-legged horse, the leader of this procession 
is the Norse god Odin, who delivers goods to onlookers.

SINTERKLAAS
The name Sinterklaas arose from the gradual evolution in how the name Sint Nicolaas 
was pronounced. This name, of course, is the Dutch spelling and pronunciation of Saint 
Nicholas. Widely regarded as the direct precursor of Santa Claus, Sinterklaas wears a 
bishop’s hat and robes and, on the morning of December 6th, rides his white horse over 
the rooftops delivering gifts to children who were well-behaved throughout the year.

YULE LADS
Said to be the sons of mountain trolls, one of the 13 Yule 
Lads came down from the mountains each night to visit 

children for the 13 nights leading up to Christmas.  If a child 
has behaved well during the year, they will receive gifts but if 
they have behaved badly, they will receive rotten potatoes or 

have pranks played on them. 

DED MOROZ
Ded Moroz translates literally to “Old Man Frost” and was originally presented 
in tales as an evil wizard that kidnapped children. The Ded Moroz that is 
celebrated today, however, has transformed into a benign figure that delivers 
gifts to children in person during festivities on New Year’s Eve. With his long 
white beard and ornate red and white cloak, he bears many similarities to 
the modern North American depiction of Santa Claus but is set apart by the 
magical white staff he carries.



Christmas
AND TREES

U.S. HOUSEHOLDS

Artificial Trees
58%

Real Trees
42%

For every Christmas 
tree harvested, 3 more 
are planted in its place.

TREES GROWN ANNUALLY

USA
20.8 million

Germany
19 million

France
9.2 million

Denmark
8.5 million

Belgium
5.2 million

U.K.
4.4 million

Each acre of land dedicated to 
growing Christmas trees will 

provide the daily oxygen required 
by 18 people.

POPULAR REAL TREES

Fraser Fir
1st

Douglas Fir
2nd

Balsam Fir
3rd

Using electric lights on Christmas trees was 
first suggested by Edward Johnson (Thomas 

Edison’s assistant) in 1882.

98% of all trees bought 
worldwide are grown on 

Tree Farms.



Christmas
AND BUSINESS

HOW MUCH ARE WE SPENDING?
Shoppers plan to spend an average of $705 on gifts and seasonal items this year. 

$403.26  will be spent on kids
$68.23 will be spent on friends

$21.06 will be spent on co-workers

Greeting Cards
$26.52

Food/Candy
$96.75

Flowers
$18.23

Christmas Tree
$42.00

Decorations
$46.73

Online shoppers will spend 
approximately 22% more than 

shoppers in physical stores.

Average order values went up 
from $193.24 to $198.26 for an 

increase of 26%.

Wrapping paper alone reaches 
$2.6 billion in worldwide sales.

38.9% of shoppers start 
before Halloween. 51.4% of 
Americans have begun holiday 
shopping by mid-November.

EARLY BIRDS 
GET DEALS!

WHERE DO WE SHOP?

46.7%
shop online

38%
small businesses

48.8%
grocery stores

35.2%
clothing stores

21.1%
drug store

66.1%
discount store

56.9%
department store

17.5%
craft store



Christmas
GIFTS THRU THE YEARS

1930S
VIEW-MASTER SLIDE 
VIEWER
Even though the View-Master wasn’t 
originally marketed as a kids’ toy, it became a 
must-have on every child’s Christmas list.

1940S

1950S

1960S

1970S

1980S

1990S

2000S

SILLY PUTTY
Originally created by accident, Silly Putty 

became popular because it bounces, bends, 
transfers newspaper images and more. What 

more could you possibly want?
BARBIE
The first Barbie wore a black and white 
swimming costume and was available 
as a blonde or brunette. Named after its 
creator’s daughter, more than 1 billion 
dolls have been sold worldwide.

G.I. JOE
Government Issued (G.I.) Joe was marketed 

at boys and called an “action figure” not 
“doll.” The first figures were Action Soldier, 
Pilot, Marine and Sailor, with Action Nurse 

launching later.
PONG
One of the first arcade video games, 
Pong used 2D graphics and paved the 
way for the future success of video 
games.

LEGO
With its name taken from the abbreviations 

of two Danish words “leg godt” meaning 
“play well,” Lego is now the world’s largest 

toy manufacturer. TICKLE ME ELMO
Based on Sesame Street’s Elmo, the toy 
laughs when squeezed - do it three 
times and Elmo laughs hysterically.XBOX 360, 

PLAYSTATION, 
NINTENDO WII

Video game systems have become all the rage 
with kids. The more realistic and interactive, the 

better and better selling.


