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Your email account can be a rich source of
personal information for hackers interested
in committing fraud. Not all hackers want to
spam your entire contact list. Some will
gain access to your email account and then
just wait and watch. They will go through
your inbox and read your replies for
potential opportunities and map your social
and professional network. If you are buying
a home, an expensive piece of art or want
to donate money to a local school or
charity, the hacker may use your email
account to start sending false emails, at
exactly the right time, to your banker or
financial advisor requesting money. To foil
these attempts to defraud, change your
passwords often, use two-factor
authentication when available and always
verbally confirm wiring instructions first with
the vendor or point of contact with whom
you are working and then with your banker
or advisor. Please contact us with any
questions.

Until July...

The SWA Team

Did you know that Social
Security may pay benefits to
your eligible family members
when you die, helping to
make their financial life
easier? Take this quiz to
learn more.

Questions
1. What percentage of Social Security
beneficiaries receive survivor benefits?

a. 5%

b. 10%

c. 15%

2. Your child may be able to receive survivor
benefits based on your Social Security
earnings record if he or she is:

a. Unmarried and under age 18 (19 if still in
high school)

b. Married and in college

c. Both a and b

3. Which person may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your Social
Security earnings record?

a. Your spouse

b. Your former spouse

c. Both a and b

4. Your parent may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your Social
Security earnings record.

a. True

b. False

5. How much is the Social Security
lump-sum death benefit?

a. $155

b. $255

c. $355

Answers
1. b. About 10% of the approximately 62 million
Social Security beneficiaries in December 2017
were receiving survivor benefits.1

2. a. A dependent child may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your earnings record
if he or she is unmarried and under age 18 (19
if still in high school) or over age 18 if disabled
before age 22.

3. c. Both your current and former spouse may
be able to receive survivor benefits based on
your earnings record if certain conditions are
met. Regardless of age, both may be able to
receive a benefit if they're unmarried and caring
for your child who is under age 16 or disabled
before age 22 and entitled to receive benefits
on your record. At age 60 or older (50 or older if
disabled), both may be able to receive a
survivor benefit even if not caring for a child (a
length of marriage requirement applies).

4. a. That's true. To be eligible, your parent
must be age 62 or older and receiving at least
half of his or her financial support from you at
the time of your death. In addition, your parent
cannot be entitled to his or her own higher
Social Security benefit and must not have
married after your death.

5. b. The Social Security Administration (SSA)
may pay a one-time, $255 lump-sum death
benefit to an eligible surviving spouse. If there
is no surviving spouse, the payment may be
made to an eligible dependent child. The death
benefit has never increased since it was
capped at its current amount in a 1954
amendment to the Social Security Act.2

This is just an overview. For more information
on survivor benefits and eligibility rules, visit the
SSA website, ssa.gov.
1 Fast Facts & Figures About Social Security, 2018

2 Research Notes & Special Studies by the
Historian's Office, Social Security Administration
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How Does the Federal Reserve Affect the Economy?
If you follow financial news, you've probably
heard many references to "the Fed" along the
lines of "the Fed held interest rates," or "market
watchers are wondering what the Fed will do
next." So what exactly is the Fed and what
does it do?

What is the Federal Reserve?
The Federal Reserve — or "the Fed" as it's
commonly called — is the central bank of the
United States. The Fed was created in 1913 to
provide the nation with a safer, more flexible,
and more stable monetary and financial
system.

Today, the Federal Reserve's responsibilities
fall into four general areas:

• Conducting the nation's monetary policy by
influencing money and credit conditions in the
economy in pursuit of full employment and
stable prices

• Supervising and regulating banks and other
important financial institutions to ensure the
safety and soundness of the nation's banking
and financial system and to protect the credit
rights of consumers

• Maintaining the stability of the financial
system and containing systemic risk that may
arise in financial markets

• Providing certain financial services to the
U.S. government, U.S. financial institutions,
and foreign official institutions, and playing a
major role in operating and overseeing the
nation's payments systems

How is the Fed organized?
The Federal Reserve is composed of three key
entities — the Board of Governors (Federal
Reserve Board), 12 Federal Reserve Banks,
and the Federal Open Market Committee.

The Board of Governors consists of seven
people who are nominated by the president and
approved by the Senate. Each person is
appointed for a 14-year term (terms are
staggered, with one beginning every two
years). The Board of Governors conducts
official business in Washington, D.C., and is
headed by the chair (currently, Jerome Powell),
who is perhaps the most visible face of U.S.
economic and monetary policy.

Next are 12 regional Federal Reserve Banks
that are responsible for typical day-to-day bank
operations. The banks are located in Boston,
New York, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Richmond,
Atlanta, Chicago, St. Louis, Minneapolis,
Kansas City, Dallas, and San Francisco. Each
regional bank has its own president and
oversees thousands of smaller member banks
in its region.

The Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC)
is responsible for setting U.S. monetary policy.
The FOMC is made up of the Board of
Governors and the 12 regional bank presidents.
The FOMC typically meets eight times per year.
When people wait with bated breath to see
what the Fed will do next, they're usually
referring to the FOMC.

How does the Fed impact the
economy?
One of the most important responsibilities of the
Fed is setting the federal funds target rate,
which is the interest rate banks charge each
other for overnight loans. The federal funds
target rate serves as a benchmark for many
short-term interest rates, such as rates used for
savings accounts, money market accounts, and
short-term bonds. The target rate also serves
as a basis for the prime rate. Through the
FOMC, the Fed uses the federal funds target
rate as a means to influence economic growth.

To stimulate the economy, the Fed lowers the
target rate. If interest rates are low, the
presumption is that consumers can borrow
more and, consequently, spend more. For
instance, lower interest rates on car loans,
home mortgages, and credit cards make them
more accessible to consumers. Lower interest
rates often weaken the value of the dollar
compared to other currencies. A weaker dollar
means some foreign goods are costlier, so
consumers will tend to buy American-made
goods. An increased demand for goods and
services often increases employment and
wages. This is essentially the course the FOMC
took following the 2008 financial crisis in an
attempt to spur the economy.

On the other hand, if consumer prices are rising
too quickly (inflation), the Fed raises the target
rate, making money more costly to borrow.
Since loans are harder to get and more
expensive, consumers and businesses are less
likely to borrow, which slows economic growth
and reels in inflation.

People often look to the Fed for clues on which
way interest rates are headed and for the Fed's
economic analysis and forecasting. Members of
the Federal Reserve regularly conduct
economic research, give speeches, and testify
about inflation and unemployment, which can
provide insight about where the economy might
be headed. All of this information can be useful
for consumers when making borrowing and
investing decisions.

The Fed's mission

The Federal Reserve is the
central bank of the United
States. Its mission is to provide
the nation with a safer, more
flexible, and more stable
monetary and financial system.
For more information on the
Federal Reserve, visit
federalreserve.gov.

FOMC meeting schedule

The Federal Open Market
Committee meets eight times a
year. Scheduled FOMC
meetings in 2019: January
29-30, March 19-20, April
30-May 1, June 18-19, July
30-31, September 17-18,
October 29-30, and December
10-11.
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Financial Advice for Recent College Graduates
You've put in the hard work as a college
student and finally received your diploma. Now
you're ready to head out on your own. And
though you may not have given much thought
to your financial future when you were in
college, you have new financial challenges and
goals to consider. Fortunately, there are some
simple steps you can take to start on the right
track with your personal finances.

Set financial goals
Setting goals is an important part of life,
especially when it comes to your finances. And
though your financial goals will likely change
over time, you can always make adjustments in
the future. Start out by asking yourself some
basic questions about your financial goals, such
as whether they are short term (e.g., saving
money to buy a car or rent an apartment) or
long term (e.g., paying off student loans or
buying your own home). Next, ask yourself how
important it is to accomplish each goal and
determine how much you would need to save
for each goal.

Understand the importance of having a
budget
A budget is an important part of managing your
finances. Knowing exactly how you are
spending your money each month can set you
on a path to pursue your financial goals. Start
by listing your current monthly income. Next,
add up all of your expenses. It may help to
divide expenses into two categories: fixed (e.g.,
housing, food, transportation, student loan
payments) and discretionary (e.g.,
entertainment, vacations). Ideally, you should
be spending less than you earn. If not, you
need to review your expenses and look for
ways to cut down on your spending.

Remember that the most important part of
budgeting is sticking to it, so you should
monitor your budget regularly and make
changes as needed. To help stay on track, try
to make budgeting a part of your daily routine
and be sure to give yourself an occasional
reward (e.g., dinner at a restaurant instead of
cooking at home).

Establish an emergency fund
An emergency fund is money set aside to
protect yourself in the event of an unexpected
financial crisis, such as a job loss or medical
bills. Typically, you will want to have at least
three to six months' worth of living expenses in
your cash reserve. Of course, the amount you
should save depends on your individual
circumstances (e.g., job stability, health status).

A good way to establish an emergency fund is
to earmark a portion of your paycheck each pay
period to help achieve your goal.

Manage your debt situation properly
Whether it's debt from student loans or credit
cards, you'll want to avoid the pitfalls that
sometimes accompany borrowing. To manage
your debt situation properly, keep track of your
loan balances and interest rates and develop a
plan to manage your payments and avoid late
fees. If you need help paying off your student
loans, consider the following tips:

• Find out if your employer offers some type of
student debt assistance

• Contact your lender about your repayment
options

• Consider whether loan consolidation or
refinancing is available

Maintain good credit
Having good credit will impact so many different
aspects of your financial situation, from
obtaining a loan to gaining employment. You
can establish and maintain a good credit history
by avoiding late payments on existing loans
and paying down any debt you may have. In
addition, you should monitor your credit report
on a regular basis for possible errors or signs of
fraud/identity theft.

Determine your insurance needs
Insurance might not be the first thing that
comes to mind when you think about your
finances. However, having the right amount of
insurance is an important part of any financial
strategy. Your specific insurance needs will
depend on your circumstances. For example, if
you rent an apartment, you'll need renters
insurance to protect yourself against loss or
damage to your personal property. If you own a
car, you should have appropriate coverage for
that as well. You may also want to evaluate
your need for other types of insurance, such as
disability and life.

As for health insurance, you have a couple of
options. You can usually stay on your parents'
insurance until you turn 26. In addition, you
may have access to health insurance through
your employer or a government-sponsored
health plan, or you can purchase your own plan
through the federal or state-based Health
Insurance Marketplace. For more information,
visit healthcare.gov.
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

The information presented here is
not specific to any individual's
personal circumstances.

To the extent that this material
concerns tax matters, it is not
intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, by a taxpayer for
the purpose of avoiding penalties
that may be imposed by law. Each
taxpayer should seek independent
advice from a tax professional
based on his or her individual
circumstances.

These materials are provided for
general information and
educational purposes based upon
publicly available information from
sources believed to be reliable—we
cannot assure the accuracy or
completeness of these materials.
The information in these materials
may change at any time and
without notice.

Do I need to get a REAL ID when I renew my license?
If you need to renew your
driver's license, you may want
to get a REAL ID. The REAL
ID Act, passed by Congress in
2005, enacts the 9/11

Commission's recommendation that the federal
government set minimum security standards for
state-issued driver's licenses and identification
cards.

Beginning October 1, 2020, residents of every
state and territory will need to present a REAL
ID-compliant license/identification card, or
another acceptable form of identification (such
as a passport), to access federal facilities, enter
nuclear power plants, and board commercial
aircraft. Although implementation has been
slow, states have made progress in meeting the
REAL ID Act's recommendations. A majority of
states and territories, along with the District of
Columbia, have complied with all REAL ID
requirements. The remaining noncompliant
jurisdictions have been granted a temporary
extension from the Department of Homeland
Security.1

To obtain a REAL ID, you must apply in person
at your state's department of motor vehicles (or
other approved service center). Your picture will

be taken and signature captured electronically.
You must provide more documentation than
you would normally need for a standard driver's
license or identification card. A REAL ID
requires that you show (in original or certified
form) proof of identity and lawful presence (e.g.,
U.S. passport, birth certificate), state residency
(e.g., mortgage statement, utility bill), and
Social Security number (e.g., Social Security
card, paystub). In addition, if your current name
doesn't match the one on your proof of identity
document, you must prove your legal name
change (e.g., marriage certificate).

When states first implemented REAL ID
recommendations, applicants were faced with
delays and long wait times. However, many
states have since streamlined the process by
allowing applicants to start the application
process online. For more information on
applying for a REAL ID, you can visit your
state's department of motor vehicles website or
dhs.gov/real-id.
1 Department of Homeland Security, REAL ID
Compliance Extension Updates, October 2018

How can military veterans benefit from the new VET
TEC program?
If you're a military veteran, you
may be eligible for a new
five-year pilot program from
the Department of Veterans

Affairs (VA) that covers the cost of technology
classes and training to help you start or
advance a career in information technology
(IT).

Launched in April, the Veteran Employment
Through Technology Education Courses (VET
TEC) program covers the cost of tuition for
tech-related programs offered through
approved providers. Veterans may also be
eligible for a housing stipend during their
training.

Classes must be taken in one of the following
five areas:

• Information science
• Computer programming
• Data processing
• Media applications
• Computer software

VET TEC is designed to help veterans quickly
gain high-tech skills that are in demand by
employers, without having to use their GI Bill
entitlement. Programs such as coding boot
camps may take just months or weeks to
complete.

If you have at least one day of unexpired GI Bill
entitlement, you may be eligible for the VET
TEC program. You can apply by submitting an
online application through the VA website.
Once your eligibility for VET TEC has been
determined, you need to apply for (and enroll
in) a training program through a VA-approved
Training Provider. The Training Provider will
also provide job placement services to help you
secure employment once you have completed
your program.

For more information on this new opportunity,
visit va.gov.
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