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I’m sure the title of this arti-
cle caught your attention and 
its contents will strike a nerve 
with many people that have 
witnessed the growing home-
less epidemic transcend on the 
City of Daytona over the past 
year or so. Yes, as a City, Day-
tona has always dealt with a 
homeless problem, but recent-
ly, it’s almost become in vogue 
to litter the corner of every 
major intersection, holding 
a handwritten carboard sign 
with messages that range from 
“Homeless Vet, God Bless”, 
“Anything Helps”and now… 
“Why Lie, I Need a Beer!”. You 
may ask yourself, “Why don’t 
the cops police these people 
and get them off the side-
walks?”. I know I have asked 
myself the same thing and the 
topic has been brought up at 
many Downtown Redevel-
opment Board meetings over 
the years. Well, the answer is 
a little more complicated. As 
it turns out, in a 2015 Arizona 
case, the supreme court ruled 
that it is unconstitutional and 
a violation of the first amend-
ment right to free speech, to 
prevent panhandling. Then, 

more recently in August 2016 
and closer to home, the City of 
Tampa’s solicitation ordinance 
was deemed to be unconstitu-
tional. So now, our city, in fear 
of the ACLU filing a lawsuit, is 
carefully navigating the legal-
ities of how to deal with this 
problem.
   Though, the panhandlers 
have become ever more brazen 
in their efforts, panhandling 
and brandishing a sign is a 
right that people have. How-
ever, there are still laws that 
have to be obeyed. Things that 
are obvious violations are As-
sault, Battery, Blocking Passage 
of the Sidewalk, Camping on 
Public Property, Open Con-
tainer Violations, Disorderly 
Conduct, Public Intoxication, 
Obstructing Traffic and Public 
Urination. 

http://www.news-journalon-
line.com/news/20171129/beg-
gars-flood-busy-daytona-in-
tersections-city-reviews-laws

   So how can we deal with it? I 
believe the solution may final-
ly be coming. In October, 2014 
the City of Daytona was pre-

sented with a study. They hired 
a man by the name of Dr. Rob-
ert Marbut Jr., Ph.D. to deter-
mine the best way to deal with 
the growing homeless prob-
lem. Dr. Marbut recommended 
that the entire Volusia County 
community change from a 
“culture of enablement” to a 
“culture of engagement.” Pro-
viding “street-level” services 
and feeding, although well-in-
tentioned and good-hearted, 
“enables” homeless individ-
uals rather than “engages” 
homelessness.*So, the results 
of the study suggested the im-
plementation of a safe harbor. 
A place where those that need 
and want help can go. For 
those that want to continue 
their way of life on the streets, 
it will force them to either get 
help or leave a community that 
no longer is willing to support 
and enable that lifestyle. Thus, 
the “First Step Shelter” is born.

*To read the Marbut study, 
please visit Savannah Court Fi-
nancial Advisors

In my opinion the only way 
this program can work, is by 
getting both the communi-
ty and the churches involved 
and committed to its success.
   
"...to be continued"

June is here and with it, 
Summer, just around the 
corner. Things usually quiet 
down around the office this 
time of the year since every-
one’s thinking about their 
summer vacation plans and 
the kids are getting out of 
school. June 6th signifies 
the remembrance of D-Day 
from the Normandy land-
ings during World War II. 
Flag Day falls on Thursday, 
June 14th which represents 
the adoption of the flag of 
the United States on June 
14th, 1777. Bet you didn’t 
know that! Father’s Day is 
Sunday the 17th and finally 
the Longest Day of the Year, 
the Summer Solstice, ar-
rives on Thursday the 21st!

Respectfully, 
Scott Weidman, CFP®

WHY LIE... I NEED A BEER!
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Being in this business as 
long as I have, I’ve had 
the pleasure to enjoy 
certain milestones with 
clients along the way. 
Well, this past month, I 
had the honor to join in 

a 70’s themed retirement 
celebration and rec-
ognize my client’s and 
my friend Donna’s 24-
year teaching career in 
Flagler County Schools! 
When she asked me 

to attend, I said only if 
you’re gonna“Play that 
Funky Music”! She has 
done an amazing job 
of planning and is now 
ready to “Take a Walk 
on the Wildside”and 
make that transition 
into retirement.Though, 
I’m sure it’s a bittersweet 
end to a long and worth-
while career, I just know 
groovy things are on the 
horizon for you! Thanks 
for including me in your 
fun!

 If the street level feed-
ings continue through-
out the Downtown, it 
could very well under-
mine the integrity of the 
shelter. Also, the com-
munity needs to become 
aware that handing out 
some change or a dollar 
here and there is sim-
ply perpetuating this 
problem and once again 
enabling these panhan-
dlers. A recent sugges-
tion that I had at one of 

our Downtown Redevel-
opment Board meetings 
was for the City of Day-
tona to engage in a pub-
lic awareness campaign. 
Posting messages on 
billboards, at major in-
tersections, encouraging 
tourists, not to hand out 
money and why. If we 
as a community come 
together, I am hopeful 
that, for those panhan-
dlers that want a better 
life, they will be helped 

and for those that want 
to continue living a 
life on the streets, they 
will be forced to ei-
ther better themselves 
and get the help they 
need conforming to 
society’s standards, 
orleave the area alto-
gether! But either way, 
it’s going to take a col-
laborative community 
effort to get this prob-
lem under control. 

"... continued"

In 1962, President John 
F. Kennedy signed a 
proclamation which des-
ignated May 15 as Peace 
Officers Memorial Day 

Police Week and the week in which that 
date falls as Police Week. 
This year, our firm was in-
vited to participate in the 
event and we offered a $500 
cash donation to support 
our men and women in 

blue.Thank you for your 
sacrifices and service!


