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I had dinner a few nights ago with Gary Hunt, President and Treasurer of Thomas Fahy Insurance, Inc. located in West 
Hartford, Connecticut. Gary is a student of the property casualty business and has over 30 years of experience working with 
individuals and businesses on their insurance needs. We discussed some of the insurance issues that confront us as we age. 
I asked Gary to provide some guidance for retirees on what he sees as concerns with his customers. Listed below are issues 
we all need to think about. 
 
Mr. Hunt is a Founding Member of Acorn Insurance Alliance, LLC and continues to serve as one of the managing members 
over the past 15 years. He began his insurance career with the Aetna Life & Casualty serving 10 years working in various 
positions in claims and marketing management. In 1988 he joined the team at the agency as an independent agent initially 
focusing on production and sales. He is a Magna Cum Laude graduate of Springfield College. 
 
Here are the critical issues that Gary sees when he deals with retirees in his business: 
 
Valuables: 
Valuables, such as collectibles, jewelry and miscellaneous items should be locked up in a safe or safe deposit box. Typically, 
many people are in and out of the home. Could be relatives, emergency medical crews such as ambulance personnel, home 
health care workers and so forth. Claims of “mysterious disappearance” are not uncommon with the elderly. 
 
 Vacant Home: 
Should the occupant(s) be hospitalized or enter into an assisted living or nursing home for extended period of time, it is 
vitally important that a Homeowners policy be reviewed for potential vacant home exclusions. The professional agent 
should be consulted to make sure proper coverage is included and maintained. 
 
Auto & Homeowners & Umbrella Policies: 
Premiums must be paid timely paid and coverage cancellations avoided for Non-Payment of Premium. This is very critical. 
Coverage can be very difficult to replace or have reinstated for the elderly. It is best to maintain coverage in force and keep 
underwriters out of the mix. 
 
We work all our lives to accumulate our assets and we could find ourselves driving a car without insurance and put 
everything and our loved ones in a very vulnerable position.  
 
Third-Party Designated Advocate: 
All carriers allow for a person to select another person to be contacted if a bill is not timely paid. All insurance premium 
notices and policies should go to the designated, legally named, person. This helps eliminated missed bills and/or coverage 
issues.  
  



 
 
 

 
 
 

Auto “Other Use”: 
As we get older, we may designate relatives or others to operate the vehicle. Careful consideration should be given to who 
is authorized. Named Power of Attorney or the family attorney can assist with this. We need to know where the car will be 
garaged and for what use it can and will be used.  
 
We thank Gary Hunt for his helpful thoughts on protecting what we have.  
 
Our comprehensive program at Edu4Retirement, Inc. is designed to teach people about retirement and the various issues 
that confront each person as they make their solo journey into retirement.  To obtain copies of our previous newsletters 
and publications, visit our website at http://www.edu4retirement.com/p/newsletters. 
 
We are forever learning as we go through this process, since family dynamics, personal desires and amounts involved can 
be infinitely different. However, the patterns we see in personal behavior and decisions of our clients make our experience 
very helpful to most. 
 
We hope you enjoy the personal journey as we cover each of these issues.  Please rely upon us to help deliver the decisions 
that fit your desires and ultimately helping you to feel empowered about your retirement.  Michael Callahan and Steve 
Tillona are available for any questions that may arise as you make this journey.   
 
You may contact us at: 
 
Michael Callahan: 
mc@edu4retirement.com 
860-863-4155 
 
Steven Tillona 
stillona@edu4retirement.com 
860-863-9984 
 
Gary Hunt 
Thomas Fahy Insurance, Inc. 
433 S. Main Street 
Suite 118 
West Hartford, CT    06110 
860-232-1330 
ghunt@fahyinsurance.com 
www.fahyinsurance.com 
 
Gary Hunt is not affiliated or registered with Cetera Advisors LLC. 

Edu4Retirement, Inc. specializes in providing retirement education and advice to our clients along with appropriate 
investment products to assist in mitigating retirement risk. Please think of us when it comes to retirement planning.  We 
appreciate your referrals. 
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