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The First of Thirteen Wealth Management Issues: 
Investment Planning 

 
As introduced in our first newsletter of the Wealth Management Series (Vol.3, No. 1), we at 

Edu4Retirement, Inc. have a comprehensive program designed to teach people about retirement and 

the various issues that confront each person as they make their solo journey.  Our program provides a 

process for each of these issues, which are referred to as Wealth Management Issues. 

The issues of wealth management are all intertwined. One issue impacts another. For example, are 

there special charitable causes you would like to contribute to upon your demise? If so, then segregating 

those assets and putting them in a Charitable Remainder Trust can reap some favorable tax treatment. 

The first issue we will address is the one that is most associated with wealth management: Investment 

Planning. 

Investment Planning may be the single biggest issue for affluent and wealthy individuals.  If this were 

not the case a few years ago, it is certainly now.  Recent events have caused many people to rethink 

their investment plans; and have even changed the basic philosophy for many individuals.  When 

reviewing investment planning issues with each individual, make sure to gain information on all of their 

assets in a consolidated view.  The word all is emphasized because you want complete knowledge of all 

the assets without regard to the individual advisors.  You will want to divide the investments into four 

basic categories: equities, fixed income, alternative investments and cash.  Other pertinent investment 

information we will need to gather includes the your expectations of income, risk tolerance, time 

horizons, feelings towards income and capital gains tax, constraints, attitude and expectations for 

communication, your concerns about social responsible companies and liquidity needs.  Identify the 

issues in the individual’s consolidated portfolio that, if not addressed, could be detrimental to the 

individual and/or their family.   

As we develop the portfolio construction, we use an approach that measures risk capacity and then 

overlays the concept of risk tolerance. We parse the assets designated as the foundation, that is, the 

amount needed to sustain the desirable lifestyle. We then plan for the other distribution and legacy 

issues that the remaining assets will follow. We refer to this as the foundation with an upside 

opportunity. 

We also need to think of the tax consequences of our actions. For example, we would want to have 

more buy and hold assets, dividend paying stocks and tax deferred or tax free earnings in our after tax 

portfolio and our short term investments, interest charged as ordinary income in our tax deferred (IRA) 

investments. 



 
 
 

 

We are forever learning going through this process, since family dynamics, personal desires and 
amounts involved can be infinitely different. However, the patterns we see in personal behavior and 
decisions of our clients make our experience very helpful to most. 
 
We hope you enjoy the personal journey as we cover each of these Wealth Management Issues.  Please 
rely upon us to help deliver the decisions that fit your desires and ultimately helping you to feel 
empowered about your retirement.  Michael Callahan and Steve Tillona are available for any questions 
that may arise as you make this journey.  You may contact them at: 
 

Michael Callahan: 

mc@edu4retirement.com 

860-863-4155 

 

Steven Tillona: 

stillona@edu4retirement.com 

860-863-9984 
 

Edu4Retirement, Inc. specializes in providing retirement education and advice to our clients along with 
appropriate investment products to assist in mitigating retirement risk. Please think of us when it comes 
to retirement planning.  We appreciate your referrals. 
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