
EQISThe Advantage
Access to the investing advantages that ultra high net 
worth investors have enjoyed for decades.



EQISThe Advantage
EQIS is an investing platform that allows investors 
with as little as $25,000 to take advantage of some of 
the same investment strategies that ultra high net 
worth investors have enjoyed for decades, such as 
separately managed accounts with multiple 
institutional money managers, providing broad 
diversification and tax efficiency. The purpose of EQIS 
is to reinvent wealth management by providing the 
average investor access to an asset management 
philosophy historically available to only ultra high net 
worth investors.

The average investor has been able to achieve 
diversification primarily by utilizing mutual funds, 
which were popularized in the 1920s. But most 
mutual funds suffer from a variety of shortcomings, 
such as high costs, hidden fees, and tax inefficiencies, 
which is why most high net worth investors don’t own 
mutual funds.

The EQIS Advantage provides portfolio diversification 
by deploying investment principles leveraged by some 
of the nation’s most successful endowments.

Endowment Portfolio Management for 
All Investors
How does the EQIS Advantage differ from your 
current portfolio, and what difference can these 
advantages make to you? For many years, the asset 
managers of the Harvard and Yale endowments have 
outperformed common benchmarks, such as the 
S&P 500, by using what is commonly referred to as 
the ‘endowment model.’1 A component of the 
endowment model is to employ multiple institutional 
money managers who allocate the endowment’s 
portfolios across a variety of investment vehicles and 
asset classes such as  global stocks and bonds, 
precious metals, farm commodities, timber, and oil 
and gas, to name a few examples. The extensive and 
publicly available track records of these endowments 
illustrate how broad diversification can be used to 
build a robust portfolio with the potential to provide 
downside protection and upside capture.2

By way of example, in the 20 years between 1994 
and 2014, Harvard’s endowment returned 12.3%3, 
Yale’s earned an even better 13.9%4, and, the S&P 
500 grew by 9.85%.5 In contrast, the average 
investor, as defined in the 2015 Dalbar QAIB report, 
obtained returns of only 3.34%.5 As the graph on this 
page shows, the impact of these disparities in returns 

can make an enormous difference in an investor’s 
wealth. These track records and a vast body of 
research indicate that broad diversification, essentially 
investing similarly to the big endowments may 
improve the returns earned by individual investors.

Until recently, such broad diversification was 
unattainable for the average investor without the use 
of ETFs or mutual funds because of the large account 
minimums (oftentimes well over $1 million) typically 
associated with institutional money managers.

Reference to Harvard and Yale endowment performance and the endowment model generally is for informational and educational purposes only. 
Each endowment is managed with unique characteristics and complexities for the endowment’s specific investment policy and may contain asset 
classes, investment vehicles and/or strategies not available in an EQIS account. As such, your EQIS account’s holdings and performance may be 
different from that of any endowment’s specific strategy and performance. Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. 
Investing in individual securities and being broadly diversified may help to protect against certain risks but diversification neither guarantees gains nor 
protects investments from loss.
http://www.hmc.harvard.edu/investment-management/performance-history.html
http://news.yale.edu/2014/09/24/investment-return-202-brings-yale-endowment-value-239-billion
Dalbar 2015 Quantitative Analysis of Investor Behavior
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Socially Responsible Investing
With an EQIS account, you have the ability to 

customize the stock selections including restricting 
investments in industries, sectors, or individual 
stocks, frequently referred to as socially responsible 
or impact investing. For example, you might not 
want to invest in companies involved in alcohol, 
tobacco, gambling, or firearms, and each of these 
categories can be individually excluded from your 
account.

EQISThe Advantage

Multiple Money Managers
The primary advantage of an EQIS account is 

the ability to have from one up to thirty carefully 
selected institutional money managers control the 
investments in your individual account. On your own, 
finding an appropriate manager can be challenging, 
and even harder to hire, since many require a 
minimum investment of $1 million. Based on your 
risk preferences, investment goals, and time horizon, 
your financial advisor can select multiple institutional 
money managers for you on our platform.

Global Diversification
An EQIS account enables diversification of your 

portfolio across multiple asset classes, equity styles, 
foreign markets, and investment philosophies. It also 
enables you to change your account allocation or 
even replace money managers as your goals and 
objectives evolve. Through share fractionalization, 
investors with smaller accounts are able to achieve 
institutional level diversification. 

Individually Owned Stocks
An EQIS account provides transparency. You 

can see precisely which stocks you own, when they 
were acquired, how many shares you have, overall 
performance, gain/loss information, and all the fees 
associated with the account. Mutual funds by law 
report their holdings only once each quarter, so you 
lack visibility into their holdings except when publicly 
reported. They also generally fail to disclose all of the 
costs actually incurred.

Tax Efficiency
Tax efficiency is enabled by the ability to 

harvest losses on individual holdings. Also, you avoid 
the potential mutual fund trap of paying taxes on 
gains that you didn't realize, which is so common it 
has a name: “embedded capital gains.”

Transparent Fees
Your fully disclosed monthly fee covers all trade 

costs, fees for the money managers, and your 
financial advisor fees. There are no hidden fees.

The Advantages

Your Next Step
Book an appointment with your financial 
advisor and learn whether this modern 
way of investing could be right for you.  



At EQIS We Believe
Everyone associated with EQIS is a family that depends 
upon and cares for each other
In treating others as you wish to be treated
In always doing our best to go the extra mile to say “YES”
That honesty and integrity are paramount at ALL times
In rejecting high-cost, outdated investment products in
favor of client first solutions

The information contained herein is developed from sources believed to be reliable and is provided for informational purposes 
only. Advisory services are offered through EQIS Capital Management, Inc. (“EQIS”) a registered investment adviser. This is not 
an offer to sell securities or provide investment advice which may be done only after a client suitability review is conducted and 
appropriate disclosures are made. Certain investment strategies may carry higher degrees of risk and have a level of complexity 
which may not be suitable for all investors.  Before investing you should identify with the assistance of your financial adviser your 
specific goals, risk tolerance and investment time horizon. EQIS does not provide tax or legal advice. Diversification does not 
ensure a profit or protect against loss in declining markets. All investments carry with them a degree of risk to include a total 
loss of principle. Past performance is not a guarantee of future results.


