REQUIREMENTS TO BE A CALIFORNIA REGISTERED TAX PREPARER
The applicant that applies for a CA Registered Tax Preparer must complete 45 hours federal, 15 hours California course.  You may take a correspondence course by clicking on the link below:

http://www.taxcollege.com/hsc.htm
The course costs $169.00.  
This 60-hour course covers the following:
· Tax History, Accounting Periods & Methods, Keeping Records 

· Overview of tax forms, Marital Status, Filing Status 

· Earned Income, Wages, Tips, Etc. 

· Standard Deduction, Personal & Dependent Exemptions 

· Deducting the Kids, Child Tax Credit, Child & Dependent Care 

· Unearned Income, Interest, Dividends, Etc. 

· Itemized Deductions I; Medical Expenses, Interest, Taxes 

· Itemized Deductions II; Casualty Losses, Contributions, Misc. 

· Tax Benefits of Education; Hope & Lifetime Credit, Etc. 

· Retirement Income, Pensions, Social Security benefits 

· The Sole Proprietor, Income & Expenses 

· Depreciation 

· Capital Gain Transactions & the Sale of your Home 

· Retirement Planning 

· Rental Income & Expenses plus other Passive Activities 

· Travel, Entertainment & Home Office Expenses 

· Estimated Payments, Underpayments & Amended Returns 

· Ethics 

· Plus the California tax implications of the above 

After successful completion of the course, you must apply on line at the California Tax Education Council by clicking on the following link:

https://secure.ctec.org/preparers/logonnew.asp
CTEC application fee is $25.  

You are also required to post a CA Tax Preparer Bond.  There are plenty of companies that offer bonds.  You may follow this link to obtain one:

http://www.taxpreparersurety.com/
Students no longer need to complete their qualifying education tax class, get a completion certificate from the tax school, apply for and obtain a CTEC certificate, and then obtain a bond. They may obtain the bond while in school, receive their completion certificate from the tax school, use both the certificate and the bond to register with CTEC.

Tax preparers will continue to provide their clients with bonding information prior to rendering tax services.  In addition, they will provide CTEC with the bond information at the time of registration or renewal.  Tax clients who don’t receive, or misplace their preparers’ bond information, may obtain it from CTEC.

