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 Every season seems to bring about a new natural disaster.  Whether it is flooding, tornados, 

hurricanes or wildfires people realize that today more than ever before, emergency preparedness is an 

absolute necessity.  In addition to storing an adequate food supply, maintaining needed medications, 

sufficient water, first aid kits, flashlights and cooking capability people must not neglect the need for 

financial preparedness. 

 Financial advisors do a good job with investments, insurance and portfolio management.  Don’t 

forget to secure and keep in a waterproof file (off site if possible) the following: 

Identification: Driver’s license, Social Security Card, birth certificate and marriage license.  These 

documents can make life a lot easier during a re-establishment phase of getting back to normal. 

Documentation of Ownership: Deeds and/or titles to land, homes, car, boats etc.  These items can help 

tremendously if you are dealing with insurance claims.  

Personal Legal Documents:  If there is loss of life the emotional after effect can be devastating.  Having 

the will, life insurance policy, a Power of Attorney, Living Will and/or Medical Proxy can make a big 

difference.  Take all the credit cards, out of your wallet and make a photo-copy of all of them on a copy 

machine.  Keep that copy in a safe-deposit box.  Use the safe deposit box for all of your important 

documents. 

Tax Returns:  Once an area is declared by a Federal Agency as a National Disaster, carry-back deductions 

with regard to casualty losses come into play.  Having the last 3-years of returns can be extremely 

important.  Be extra prepared and maintain 5-7 years.  Also be sure to keep on file bank accounts, 

brokerage statements, pension information and credit card accounts. 

 Many people reading this will respond that they keep this information either on their computer 

or online in a “cloud” type file.  In the case of a power outage or cyber-crime disaster you still want to 

maintain a hard physical copy of documents.  Identity theft is a very real concern.  In times of panic and 

disaster this is something that must be guarded against.  Consult the website: 

www.identitytheftinfo.com .  This website makes some excellent suggestions regarding prevention, 

protection and recovery from most all identity theft issues. 

 Put together a team.  Work with a financial planner, account, attorney and an architect or 

contractor.  All these professionals can be very helpful at a time of need in the case of an emergency.  

Establish a relationship with a bank where you keep an account.  You want to have a safe deposit box 

there.  Back up your computer consistently either offsite or on an external drive.  In conclusion be sure 

to have a family meeting place if you cannot gain access to your home. 

Jared Feinberg is a financial planner and benefits consultant in the estate planning/retirement income 

and pension areas.  His office: 280 N. Central Ave, Hartsdale, N.Y. He can be reached at 

jfeinberg@fscadvisor.com  or 914-681-0051 x20. Mobile: 914-548-6677. 
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