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Can It Happen to You?

 

Objection: “I’ll never need disability insurance.”

Many people associate serious disability with freak accidents, and they can’t envision themselves

disabled or in a wheelchair.” Such disabilities are actually very rare. The reality is that most serious

disabilities are caused not by injuries, but by illnesses. More than 90% of long term disabilities result

from illness. (Source: 2013 CDA Long Term Disability Claims Review, www.disabilitycanhappen.org). And

just over 1 in 4 of today’s 20 year olds will become disabled before they retire. (Source: U.S. Social

Security Administration Fact Sheet, February, 2013).

Illness strikes those who are young as well as old. In fact, the average age of onset is fairly young for

many disabling diseases, including Rheumatoid arthritis (20 45), severe depression (20 to early 30’s),

Huntington’s disease (35 45), and multiple sclerosis (age 25 35).
(Sources: www.latrobe.edu.au/podiatry/rheumatology/rheumatology_lecture_2.htm; Genetics Home Reference A Guide to

Understanding Genetic Conditions, A Service of the U.S. National Library of Medicine, published October 25, 2005;

www.mentalhealth matters.com; National Multiple Sclerosis website – www.nationalmssociety.org).

SCRIPT:

“(Prospect First Name), what do you think puts someone in the position of being unable to work?” In all

likelihood, they’ll say it’s a freak car accident, major sports injury, or something similar.

(Draw the pie chart, with the 10% wedge for injuries, and the other 90% for illnesses.) “ In fact, about

90% of disabilities are caused by illnesses and diseases, and only 10% by accidents and injuries. Does

that surprise you?”

“A lot of people are surprised by that. And a lot of people don’t realize that there are a number of

illnesses that typically strike when people are young. For example, multiple sclerosis generally strikes

between 25 and 35. And severe depression usually starts in one’s 20’s to early 30’s. It’s easy to assume

that becoming too ill or injured to work is something that happens later in life, but that’s not the case

with a number of diseases.”

“One other surprising fact is that just over 1 in 4 of today’s 20 year olds will become disabled before

they retire.”

Check the Appendix at the back of this guide for materials to enhance your discussion on this topic.

DEALING WITH OBJECTIONS

So, disability happens more often than you’d imagine.

Becoming too ill or injured to work can happen

throughout one’s career.”
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