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 Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, teacher, friend, and lover of 

life—we celebrate Ellen Victoria Woody Brackens this day and many to come.  

Two loving parents, Irene Bryant and Paul Woody welcomed Ellen Victoria to this 

world on July 29, 1927 in Gainesville, Texas. Music was her calling from an early 

age. She was a member of St. James Christian Methodist Episcopal Church where 

she honed her piano skills, discovered her soprano voice, and embraced God’s 

love.  

After graduating from Booker T. Washington High School at the age of sixteen, 

Ellen attended Prairie View A & M University, obtaining her Bachelor of Arts in 

Music. There she met and later married Brown L. Brackens, Jr. Ellen and Brown 

blessed the world with three children. Ellen furthered her education with a Master 

of Education from North Texas State University. She continued her graduate 

studies at East Texas State University in Special Education.  

Ellen used her gifts to educate students in music for thirty-nine years in the public-

school settings of Levelland, Texas; Centerville, Texas; Marietta, Oklahoma; 

Henderson, Texas, and The Dallas Independent School District, from which she 

retired. In addition to teaching, Ellen was an instructional specialist. Ellen received 

numerous awards honoring her commitment to education including, Mark Twain 



Teacher of the Year and she was a finalist for the Dallas Independent School 

District’s Teacher of the Year. Ellen was inducted into the African American 

Educators Hall of Fame. Her fervent motto, “Every child can learn” was the 

cornerstone of her professional ideology. 

 Ellen enjoyed Life Membership status of the National Council of Negro Women. 

She faithfully served this organization both in Dallas, Texas and in Syracuse, New 

York where she was an active member of many committees.  

Ellen was the music director at Mother Zion Baptist Church, Henderson Texas. 

She was a founding member of The Ambassadors Youth Group at Good Street 

Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas. Her musical talents were shared through her 

membership with the Dallas Chapter of the National Association of Negro 

Musicians. Upon moving to Syracuse, New York, Ellen joined Bethany Baptist 

Church in Christian Discipleship and directed the Gospel Choir at Our Lady of 

Solace Catholic Church.  

Her golden years were filled with laughter, community service, chorus, and sports. 

For thirteen years, her days were filled with joy as a resident of Greenpoint Senior 

Living Community. Ellen developed cherished friendships and even became an 

avid Wii Bowler. She led efforts as the President of the Residents’ Association to 

honor Veterans at Greenpoint by raising funds for a memorial flagpole plaque in 

their honor. 

 Ellen is pre-deceased by her son, Brown Lee Brackens, III, her parents, and 

siblings Leo Woody, Pauline Walker, Billy Woody & Donald Woody.  

Cherishing her memory are her children Vicki Brackens (Earlene Jones), Tami 

Gilbeaux (Fred), grandchildren Leslie Gilbeaux, Xavier Brackens and Bradley 

Gilbeaux; great-granddaughter Tori Noelle Gilbeaux; Sisters Peggy Kean and 

Queenie Tate; Sister-in-law Margaret Woody and Cousin Conice Matherson. Her 

nieces, nephews, cousins, and an abundance of friends, who are family, around the 

world, will miss her tremendously.  

Ellen lived life fully and expected excellence from everyone she encountered. We 

will remember her each Christmas by raising glasses filled with the best eggnog on 

earth—yes, we have the secret recipe! Let us all continue to live our lives fully in 

her honor.  


