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Public Wi-Fi 
 

A recent book I read by Sean M. Bailey and Devin Krupp titled Hack-Proof Your Life Now!, strongly 

advised not to open any personal accounts or emails on a public Wi-Fi.   This is a “Key Change” we 

should get into the habit of exercising.  With the ease and availability of Public Wi-Fi we can easily fall 

into the bad habit of exposing our private information for the exchange of convenience. 

As a financial professional, I am prohibited by my broker dealer and registered investment adviser, 

Cetera Partners, LLC from using any public Wi-Fi access. My system shuts down if I attempt to use it.  

You should not be checking emails or conducting any financial transactions on a public Wi-Fi. If you must 

use it, you should establish a Virtual Private Network (VPN).  VPN (Virtual Private Network) is a method 

used to add security and privacy to private and public networks, like Wi-Fi Hotspots and the Internet.  

You can get free ones with all the advertisements or for-payment that can cost a few dollars per month.  

Consider all devices too! You may not have an encrypted phone, or blocks on your data transfer on the 

tablet or phone, but they have all the data stored as well.  

Here are a few VPN’s in the market place to get you started. Again, this is not an endorsement, just 

information for you to start your search.  

 NordVPN 

 Private Internet Access 

 Spotflux Premium 

 Hotspot Shield Elite 

 CyberGhost 

 VPNBook 

I elected to purchase and subscribe to a portable Mi-Fi. This allows up to 10 devices and is a secured 

private network that I can take on my travels and to client meetings without needing access to other 

public Wi-Fi access points. This costs me an additional mobile phone number and is $50 per month. This 

is a lifesaver for me to stay protected, in contact, and be able to work in airports, trains, hotels, etc. 

The downside of not having access to a public Wi-Fi is I cannot access the internet on planes or remote 

locations. So watching steaming movies, TV shows, gaming etc. is not available. 

Throughout our income earning years, we take the necessary steps so that we may retire comfortably, 

both financially and emotionally.  We all do our best to keep our finances and information secure, but a 

small mistake or absent minded click can put us into Cyber Chasm that could take years to fix and be 



 
 

 

very expensive, draining you of all your efforts.  We are providing this series of our Client and Advisor 

Newsletters to alert you about some actions you should take to protect your own personal data so that 

what you worked so hard for can be protected. 

Our comprehensive program at Edu4Retirement, Inc. is designed to teach people about retirement and 

the various issues that confront each person as they make their solo journey into retirement.  To obtain 

copies of other series, visit our website at http://www.edu4retirement.com/p/newsletters. 

 
We are forever learning as we go through this process, since family dynamics, personal desires and 
amounts involved can be infinitely different. However, the patterns we see in personal behavior and 
decisions of our clients make our experience very helpful to most. 
 
We hope you enjoy the personal journey as we cover each of these issues.  Please rely upon us to help 
deliver the decisions that fit your desires and ultimately helping you to feel empowered about your 
retirement.  Michael Callahan and Steve Tillona are available for any questions that may arise as you 
make this journey.  You may contact us at: 
 
Michael Callahan: 
mc@edu4retirement.com 
860-863-4155 
 
Steven Tillona 
stillona@edu4retirement.com 
860-863-9984 
 
Edu4Retirement, Inc. specializes in providing retirement education and advice to our clients along with 
appropriate investment products to assist in mitigating retirement risk. Please think of us when it comes 
to retirement planning.  We appreciate your referrals. 
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