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Year-End Update from Balance Wealth Advisors 
 

To our fellow clients and friends: 
 

Thank you. Yes, thank you to our valued clients, and thank you to our long-
term, friends and colleagues. 

 
Why begin our annual year end letter to speak directly with all of you with a 
thank you? It's simple. Every success we achieved in 2019 is just a reflection 
of the trust our clients have in us. Thank you for being our valued customers. 
We are grateful for the pleasure of serving you for the past year as well as 
the past 26 years I have been working as a Financial Advisor. 

The world we operate in is changing faster than ever before. We are working 
very hard to deliver consistent service to all with improved technology. 

Today, we put great emphasis on proper planning, asset allocation, tax 
efficiency, and keeping costs as low as possible—all factors that have driven 
success over time and all within the best interest of our clients. Barrett, Leo, & 
myself support these essential ingredients of smart investing and will continue 
this practice in the years to come. We believe in quality advice from your paid 
professional, putting your interests ahead of their own…transparency as to 
exactly what you are paying for this advice...& a goal of keeping those costs 
as low as possible. 

 

As I mentioned in the opening of this letter, this is my 27th opportunity to 
share with you my thoughts, dreams, challenges, & ambitions for BWA. 

The past year has been a remarkable one. Every day we ask ourselves how 
we can use our intimate knowledge of investing, saving, and the markets to 
better serve our clients, to offer them better value… to serve them the way 
we would want to be served. 

Treating clients as we would want to be treated has fueled our 
tremendous results in recent years. 

 

So I will close where I started—with a sincere thank you. Thank you to our 
valued clients, and thank you to our long-term colleagues that have worked 
with us along the way. Your trust and confidence in BWA have helped us 
build a remarkable company, one whose future has never been brighter! 

 
 
Warmly, 

The Team at Balance Wealth Advisors 



 

Information Technology 
 
 

Riskalyze: 

 
Riskalyze is a tool that helps us as 
advisors identify the risks our clients 
are exposed to within their portfolios. 
They use risk numbers to gauge the 
amount of risk a fund is taking. The 
risk number is scaled from 1-99 and 
is a measurement of potential loss. 
The higher the number the higher the 
chance for loss. The Riskalyze team 
created an algorithm to better 
understand the scale of risk between 
funds, one of the variables is 
Standard Deviation. 
Standard Deviation is a measurement 
of volatility in a fund, the higher the 
standard deviation the more volatile 
and higher potential of loss. To better 
understand the importance of 
volatility, it is vital for a client to 
identify their risk profile. A 
conservative investor will have lower 
volatility in their portfolio compared to 
an aggressive investor. You should 
have been asked to complete this by 
someone in the office at minimum 
once this year! If you have not 
checked it out for yourself, please go 
the website and complete it. It has 
been very telling for clients. 
 

Orion Statements & 
Performance Login for Clients: 

 

Fantastic technology - 24/7/365 
account access and performance info 
for clients & integration with Riskalyze 
& Financial Planning (MGP). Orion is 
the best performance data that we 
have ever had access to. We are glad 
to be able to offer our clients and we 
believe the statements are 
substantially better than we have ever 
had access to in the past. If you don't 
have a User Name and a Password 
please let us know, and we will get 
that to you ASAP! 

MoneyGuide Pro: 
 
Please review your financial situation 
using our new planning service 
MoneyGuidePro. We spent much of 
2019 making sure that all of the 
information in our old executive 
summaries was incorporated into our 
new "virtual planning" that is available 
to clients 24/7/365. Please help us do 
a better job for you by following up on 
any outside accounts that we do not 
have access to. If your passwords 
have changed or your outside 
investment providers have added new 
4 digit security code for added 
protection please "re-link" your 
accounts to MoneyGuide Pro. 
Having accurate values helps provide 
accurate projections. We have been 
very happy with this new technology 
and over the last few year, we feel that 
we have worked most if not all of the 
kinks out of this program. We will 
continue to provide both our old 
executive summaries and our new 
financial planning for a couple of years 
while we all get used to the new 
technology. In the long run 
MoneyGuide Pro has better technology 
& many more abilities to model & 
project things for clients on their time-
frames. The same is true for daily 
account aggregation and 

budget 
  



Happy New Year from All of us at BWA 
We hope you have a fantastic 2020! 

 
David Allen: 

I believe that the biggest mistake that most people make when it comes to their retirement 
is they do not plan for it. They take the same route as Alice in the story from “Alice in 

Wonderland,” in which the cat tells Alice that surely, she will get somewhere as long as she 
walks long enough. It may not be exactly where you wanted to get to, but you certainly do 

get somewhere. 
I would rather assist people to get somewhere they actually want to go.  The appropriate 

planning is KEY to that!  Let’s Get there Together! 
 

             
 

Leo White:     
As I always tell my children…Dream it, Wish it, Do it! 

 

          
 
 

Barrett Costello: 
Planning is bringing the future into the present so that you can do something about it 

NOW! 
A year from now you will wish you had started today! 

 



        
 

Hunter Dempsey: 
Quote: Happiness is achieved when you stop waiting for it to happen, and take steps to 

make it happen. 
Wish: I wish this new year brings happiness and success to all! I hope we are all able to find 

something new: a hobby, goal, person, opportunity, that makes each day worthwhile and 
that makes us strive to be better at what we do and how we do it! 

 
Amy O’Connell:   

Be Brave, Take Risks.  Nothing can substitute experience. 

        
 

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered 
through Stratos Wealth Partners, a registered investment advisor. Stratos Wealth Partners and 
Balance Wealth Adviors are separate entities from LPL Financial. 

 

 


