
 

By: Tom Sorenson- Agency Director – Americana Insurance Group- Albert Lea, MN  

When it pertains to Farm and Home Insurance each insured should know and review with their agent 

what form is attached to each of his/her Home, Buildings, and Equipment. In this article I will explain the 

3 main policy forms that are normally attached to these items.  As you will see it is a step-up process 

that in each Form as you go you get increased coverage.  

Basic Form Perils – 

This type of policy only covers perils that are specifically listed. Like the name implies, Basic 

Form coverage offers the least amount of protection. Naturally, this form tends to have the 

cheapest premiums. Common named perils include fire, lightning, windstorms or hail, 

smoke, explosion, aircraft, vehicles, theft, glass breakage, sinkhole collapse, riot or civil 

commotion, vandalism and malicious Mischief, volcanic action.  

As far as farm coverage I would say take notice collapse is not a covered peril. Example 

snow load on outbuildings.   

Bottom line: If it's not named in the policy, then it's not covered. 

Broad  Form Perils – 

 Broad Form policies provide more extensive protection than Basic Form. This coverage 

includes all the named perils in Basic Form, plus additional ones, such as water damage, 

falling objects, sudden and accidental tearing apart of heating systems, accidental 

discharge of liquids or steam, freezing of plumbing , heating systems and appliances, 

sudden and accidental damage from electrical currents, collapse of weight including ice and 

snow.  Like Basic Form, Broad Form is also a named-perils policy. Don't see a covered peril 

on the policy? You're paying out of pocket. 

Attention Farmers: Notice Collapse is covered with Broad Form. Also on Equipment and 

Livestock the following coverages are added with Broad Form. Collision & overturn, Death 

of livestock resulting from electrocution, attack by dogs or wild animals, accidental shooting, 

drowning and building collapse.     

Special  Form Perils – 

These policy types offer the greatest protection. Unlike Basic and Broad Form Coverage, 

Special Form policies cover any type of sudden and accidental loss unless it is specifically 

excluded, such as earthquakes, backup of sewers and drains, and equipment breakdown. 

Such protections can be added as options, something we frequently do.  



If you can look at it like this. In Basic and Broad you have to prove where there is coverage 

by the peril of coverages. With Special Form the Insurance company would have to show 

proof where it excluded.  

 

Please note these are quick reviews of each coverage, but each company can have some 

different add ons or deletions so please check with your agent on what you have.    


