
Smart Giving 

By Dennis J. Rogers, CPA, CFP® 

 The end of the year is a popular time for many people to give a large portion of their 
annual contributions to charitable organizations.  The shortness of time can often cause a bit of 
stress in determining which organizations should receive these gifts.  There are many worthy 
causes and time is at a premium.  It may be helpful to have some basic guidelines as you evaluate 
your decisions.   

 One of the best ways to identify a worthy charity is if you have a relationship with 
someone who is deeply involved in the work it does.  You can get a clear picture of the goals and 
clientele that they serve and may even be able to meet some of the people they have helped.   

 Get a really clear picture of the organizational vision – both official and unofficial - to 
make sure it aligns with your personal values.  You should be able to get official printed 
materials that make these very clear.  It would also help to talk to some of the people they serve 
to see if they are delivering on the vision.  Talk to some people in the community who are not 
directly involved in the program and determine if they have a reputation for carrying out this 
vision.   

 Finally, be sure to review the financial reports.  Get help from a professional if you do 
not have the proper training.  Find out if they are members of an organization for financial 
accountability and if they adhere to the rules.  One good organization is the Evangelical Council 
for Financial Accountability (ECFA).   

Material discussed is meant to provide general information and it is not to be construed as 
specific investment, tax or legal advice. Neither United Planners nor its financial professionals 
render legal or tax advice. Please consult with your accountant or tax advisor for specific 
guidance. 

Dennis J. Rogers, CPA, CFP® is a Registered Principal offering securities and advisory 
services through United Planners Financial Services. Member FINRA/SIPC. Rogers & Kirby 
and United Planners Financial Services are not affiliated. He is a partner in a financial 
advisory practice in Phoenix that focuses on helping clients make smart decisions about their 
money based on their personal core values. He can be reached at dennis@rogerskirby.com or 
602-748-1900. 
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