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Thanksgiving and the Mayflower Compact

 Before the Pilgrims sailed, they secured a charter to
 settle the Northern part of the Virginia Colony in
 British North America. When they arrived, 500 miles
 off course, they had no rights to settle the land
 around their anchorage.

 Determined to make the most of their circumstances,
 the Pilgrims sowed the early seeds of Democracy by
 establishing the Mayflower Compact. The
 passengers of the Mayflower established a “civil body
 politic.” They agreed to submit to government chosen
 by common consent, and obey all laws made for the
 common good of the colony.
  
 These principles, including the freedom of religious
 expression, and the rule of "just and equal laws,"
 would guide and inform American thinking for years
 to come. After the Revolutionary War, politicians
 looked to the Mayflower Compact for inspiration and
 guidance as they pondered the laws that should

GIVING THANKS

We're overwhelmed
 with gratitude this
 holiday season and
 want you to know that
 when we count our
 blessings, we count
 you.

 Wishing you and your
 family a wonderful
 Thanksgiving filled
 with family, friends,
 good food and most of
 all -- the gift of
 gratitude.

Your friends at
 Stewardship Advisory
 Group

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

 "I would maintain that
 thanks are the highest
 form of thought, and that
 gratitude is happiness
 doubled by wonder."

 --G.K. Chesterton (1874-
1936)
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 guide our new country.

 John Adams said the agreement was "the first
 example in modern times of a social compact or
 system of government instituted by voluntary
 agreement conformable to the laws of nature, by men
 of equal rights and about to establish their community
 in a new country."
  
 This year, we can be grateful to the Pilgrims for more
 than the traditions of feasting and giving thanks; we
 also can show appreciation for the freedom and
 responsibilities of democracy.
  
 We’re thankful to have the opportunity to serve you –
 through good times and bad. If you have questions or
 need assistance, please contact us.
  
 Happy Thanksgiving!
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