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    Have you ever wondered if 
that box full of silver jewelry 
your late Aunt left you has 
any value?Maybe an old time-
piece you found at a yard sale 
could have some interest to a 
collector. Or, how about, that 
blue stemware sitting idly in 
your cupboards that you don’t 
even remember where it came 
from? These days, with repli-
cas and fake designer hand-
bags everywhere, it’s hard to 
know whether what you have, 
has any true value or not.But, 
before you dismiss it as useless 
junk and either give it away or 
simply throw it out, consider 
having it appraised.

Diana Minotti, DMFA,LLC USPAP 
Qualified Appraiser 386.237.3233

     I recently had the privilege 
to meet with a local, USPAP 
Qualified Appraiser, Diana 
Minotti of DMFA, LLC, to get 
the inside scoop on the busi-
ness of antiques and collect-
ibles. Ms. Minotti has been in 
the field of fine art, antiques 
and collectibles for over 3 de-
cades. Originally from New 
York, she has an extensive 
resume, having worked as a 
corporate art consultant, art 
instructor and senior consul-
tant, managing and apprais-
ing corporate art collections. 
Today she lives in Palm Coast 
and works as an Estate Ap-
praiser, Stager and Liquida-

tor. And best of all, she shared 
valuable insight to help YOU 
better understand the appraisal 
process.
Interestingly, anyone can 
call themselves an apprais-
er.
There is no state licensing that 
governs this activity or holds 
them accountable. Howev-
er, the accreditation, USPAP 
(Uniform Standards of Pro-
fessional Appraisal Practices) 
does assure, at least a min-
imum level of competency 
within the industry.In fact, 
Diana’s appraisals can be used 
in court, admissible to insur-
ance companies and valid for 
determining charitable gifts 
for tax purposes. The IRS has 
an art advisory panel that re-
views charitable gifts and can 
impose significant penalties for 
items given to charity that were 
grossly overvalued. So, anyone 
working in this capacity would 
certainly have professional 
E&O insurance since the pro-
cess of valuations are based on 
opinions and many times don’t 

have clear comparables to de-
termine their true value. 
Diana suggests that you 
should be aware of any-
one that wants to buy your 
items directly or offers you 
a percentage of the value of 
those collectibles.
This is actually, illegal, and they 
are probably dealers attempt-
ing to undercut you. A true ap-
praisal is done on an hourly ba-
sis and may cost $100 per hour 
to pay for expert advice. 
 Generally, the process that 
Diana takes, when valuing an 
estate, is to first meet with the 
client and engage her services 
with a contract agreement. 
She then inventories all items, 
appraises each one, begins to 
market them and ultimately 
liquidates the estate. She has a 
5,000 square foot gallery, that 
she does offer consignment, 
but does not outright purchase 
any items directly from her cli-
ents.  

"...to be continued"
   

   So, here we are in the month 
of December already. The years 
seem to pass quicker and quick-
er these days. December is a 
great time to reflect on the past 
year and appreciate our accom-
plishments and acknowledge 
our challenges and binge watch 
the movie “The Christmas Sto-
ry” over and over and over 
again! For our Jewish friends, 
Hanukah begins on Sunday, 
December 2nd with an 8-day 
celebration of the Festival of 
Lights. Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance is December 7th and 
Winter begins on the 21st. Of 
course, the joy of Christmas 
falls on December 25th and the 
New Year’s Eve festivities are the 
31st. For all you Seinfeld fans 
out there, don’t forget Festivus 
“for the Rest of US!” on Decem-
ber 23rd. From our family to 
yours, wishing you and yours a 
wonderful holiday season!

Respectfully, 
Scott Weidman, CFP®

What’s That Junk In The Trunk Really Worth?

http://www.savannahcourtfinancialadvisors.com


Insurance
➢ Life Insurance (term, variable, universal 
and whole)
➢ Long Term Disability Insurance
➢ Long Term Care Insurance
➢ Buy / Sell Funding
➢ Business Overhead Expense Insurance
 
Services
➢ Hourly Consulting
➢ Retirement Projections and Evaluation
➢ Income Planning
➢ Asset Allocation and Risk Management

Investments
➢ Mutual Funds
➢ Variable Annuities
➢ Equity Indexed Annuities
➢ Fixed Annuities
➢ Stocks / Bonds
➢ Public Non Traded REIT’s (real estate 
investment trusts)

Account Types
➢ Fee Based Advisory Accounts
➢ Brokerage Accounts
➢ Third Party Money Managers
➢ 401k Rollovers
➢ IRA’s and Roth IRA’s

Phone: 386-308-5842
Fax: 386-840-3866
Mobile: 386-299-2893
E m a i l : s c o t t . w e i d m a n @
jwcemail.com
340 S. Beach Street, Suite #128, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Evenings and Saturdays available 
by appointment.
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•	      Santa’s Elves have 
Snowball Battles on 
Christmas Day to cel-
ebrate all their hard 
work from the past 

year? 
•	    Popular Elf names 

are Buddy, Charlie, 
Trixie and Bob? 

•	    Santa’s Elves live a 
very long time and 
NEVER get to retire? 

•	    All of Santa’s Elves 
are under 4 feet tall 
making it very difficult 
to decorate the Christ-
mas Tree.

•	    Santa’s Elves get their 
magical abilities from 
the delicious and nu-
tritious Christmas 
Cookies they eat all 
year long! 

•	         Not all Santa’s Elves 
make toys. Some tend 
to the Reindeer, while 
others bake cookies 
and some sort the mil-
lions of pieces of mail 
that come to the North 
Pole. 

•	 And now you know! 

I’m very excited to share 
that we had a respect-
able turnout for our first 
round of Florida Retire-
ment System Retired Pre-

paredness presentations, 
but more importantly, the 
folks that came seemed to 
be really impressed with 
the wealth of information 

we shared… from ques-
tions related to social se-
curity to optimizing their 
pension benefits and how 
to be more prepared for 
the transition into retire-
ment. We’re planning to 
make a few tweaks over the 
holidays to create an even 
more dynamic and infor-
mational presentation. We 
will be hosting these events 
throughout Flagler and 
Volusia Counties, starting 
in early February 2019.

FRS Workshops

Diana says, “Some of the 
biggest mistakes I have 
seen people make with 
their antiques are not stor-
ing them correctly. Rugs 
should be rolled, to pre-
vent the fibers from break-
ing. Old photographs 
should be kept out of di-
rect sunlight. Also, clients 
assume their collectibles 
are covered on their home 
owner’s insurance policy. 
Unfortunately, without a 
specific rider, they are not. 
Things like, Wine Collec-

tions, Antiques, Silver and 
Artwork, all require an en-
dorsement, to be covered.” 
On one occasion, Diana 
recollects a Realtor agreed 
to throw in antiques in the 
deal, not knowing what 
their true value really was! 
Big mistake. 
   So, if you find yourself 
downsizing and realize 
your children don’t want 
your stuff, you may con-
sider having an appraisal 
done. Or, if you are con-
sidering giving your items 

to charity for the tax write 
off, just know it needs to 
be done before December 
31st and anything over 
$5,000 must have a certi-
fied appraisal. Hopeful-
ly, this article has offered 
some valuable insight into 
appraisals and antique val-
uations. Obviously, if you 
do decide to liquidate your 
fine art, collectibles and 
antiques, just know we’re 
here to help you invest the 
proceeds! Happy collect-
ing.
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