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IntroduCtIon

Money is arguably one of humanity’s greatest innovations, dating back to as early as 600 b.c., and is a socially 
constructed reality that represents wealth or capital. It merits appreciation and demands respect. 

At its core, money is sufficiently complicated yet ordinarily simple. Mechanically, it is a medium of exchange 
that allows for efficient trade where goods and services can be accurately compared. Historically, it has been 
physical—but in the electronic age money has many faces. Money requires scarcity in order to be effective, for 
if there was enough money for everyone, it wouldn’t be important. It also requires special expertise and esoteric 
knowledge.

In the movie Wall Street, the primary antagonist, Gordon Gekko, states that “money itself isn’t lost or gained—it’s 
simply transferred from one perception to another. Like magic.” Money requires faith, because it only has value 
if people believe that it does. Jesus spoke of money more than any single subject, and there are more than two 
thousand verses in the Bible dedicated to the subject. And for at least a couple thousand years it has occupied a 
central place in humanity’s thinking about life, ethics, purpose, and priorities. 

As Niall Ferguson said in his book The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World, “Money does not 
literally make the world go ’round. But it does make staggering quantities of people, goods, and services go 
around the world.” How important is money in the world? So much so, we created a science around the subject—
economics—which guides us in what we choose, what we value, what we represent in language symbols, how we 
interact with each other in a market, and especially how we produce, exchange, and distribute goods, services, 
risk, and wealth.

Economics is a “soft science,” as it is part philosophy and part mathematics. We cannot order the economy or 
the markets because they are organisms within themselves. We can simply construct in ourselves principles that 
bring order to chaos and prosperity out of poverty. We must practice principles of hard work, diligence, and mix 
them with a good measure of grace, mercy, and generosity. The Creator of the Universe and Giver of All Things 
has not represented in the Bible that it was ever His intention to distribute wealth/money equally, but He does 
intend for us to use what He has given us wisely and to be generous.

One of the least appreciated truths of economics is that we are made in our Creator’s image and indwelled 
with His spirit to be co-creators. People should be careful not to demonize money, free-markets, capitalism, or 
even our political system in America. The problem is not so much our systems, but the men who comprise our 
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systems. If we were all angels or of one spirit like the first church at Antioch, laws and systems would not be 
necessary or even preferred.

When we “willingly and without compulsion” apply biblical principles to our financial decision making, real 
transformation takes place and abundance flows. Money is not evil—but ill-gotten gain and the misuse of it is 
evil. How we use money, though, tells us much about ourselves. Jesus said, “For where your treasure [money] is 
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21). Furthermore, this truth has the power to transform an economy as it 
did in the early church (see Acts 4:32–35).

Money can be used in a variety of ways. You can use money to travel the world, live and dine in the most opulent 
places, and hire servants to care and provide for you. Money can allow you to access the brightest minds, buy 
astonishing art, drive exotic cars, augment your body, hire personal trainers, and even secure your own private 
doctor. We use money as power to influence. It is used to fund or fight terrorism, lobby political leaders, shape 
government policy, steer elections, and even influence a church (either in a positive or negative direction).

John Wesley’s The Use of Money, a sermon delivered in 1760, urged believers to consider the best way to invest 
and use money. He admonished people for rarely consulting “Christian wisdom” when discussing the “right use 
of money.” He suggested that the only instructions necessary for this could be reduced to three simple rules:

 1.  Gain all you can. 
 2.  Save all you can. 
 3.  Give all you can. 

To Wesley, the use of money in the hands of God’s children is “food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, raiment 
for the naked: It gives to the traveler and the stranger where to lay his head. By it we may supply the place of a 
husband to the widow, and of a father to the fatherless. We may be a defense for the oppressed, a means of health 
to the sick, of ease to them that are in pain; it may be as eyes to the blind, as feet to the lame; yea, a lifter up from 
the gates of death!”

My central thesis is that money is to be purposefully and strategically used—not squandered and not hoarded. 
Money doesn’t have value if we simply keep it in stacks or bury it in the back yard. It only has value in its use. 
Begin to think of money in terms of deploying it, not simply enjoying it. While it is okay to enjoy it, there are 
other uses necessary and beneficial to the soul.



6

the 7 uses of Money

Jesus commends “shrewdness” in the use of money. He also warns that we will give an account of how we used it. 
The Bible does not provide specific instructions on the proper use of money, but it does give us principles. 

Principles and processes are the key to using money shrewdly. While money is finite, it seemingly has infinite 
uses, and the uses are easier to manage and understand when reduced to seven categories.

 1.  Giving
 2.  Taxes
 3.  Debt
 4.  Insurance
 5.  Lifestyle
 6.  Savings
 7.  Investing

The 7 Uses of Money provides a fundamental framework for financial decision making. Each of these categories 
has a number of sub-categories. The purpose of this document is to introduce you to a new way of looking at 
your money and how you use it. As I said in the introduction, money can be very complicated, but at the same 
time it is quite simple. I hope that after you read this, you will be encouraged to gain additional knowledge of the 
7 Uses of Money, get organized, set goals, and implement changes to use money in amazing ways. It is a mind-
blowing thing that our hearts really do follow our use of money.


