
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Media Contact:  
Brian Van Norman 

919.232.5008 
brian@articulon.com 

Life Insurance: Now More Than Ever  
Raleigh Insurance Professional Stresses Need 

RALEIGH, N.C. (September 22, 2011) — September is Life Insurance Awareness Month, 
and W. Landon Watts (www.landonwatts.com) is encouraging individuals to use this time to 
evaluate their current plans or look into securing coverage. Watts, a financial advisor and 

insurance specialist for Raleigh-based Banyan Rock & Talent, believes that doing so can be a 
key to ensuring that families are adequately protected.  

“As Americans navigate through these turbulent economic times, many families are having 
a hard time looking beyond the bills due each month,” says Watts. “They should make it a 

priority to maintain their current life insurance or get coverage. Doing so can provide an 
anchor of stability for a family’s finances, ensuring that loved ones are secure in a worst-
case scenario.” 

Watts points out five benefits of life insurance: 

1. It offers a way to pay for funeral expenses and allows time for families to grieve 

without financial burden.  

2. It offers family members an opportunity to pay off credit card balances, car loans, 

medical bills and mortgages, while acting as a source of income. 

3. It gives families the flexibility to take time off from work, or evaluate their work 

situation.  

4. It can create opportunities to fund long-term goals, including starting a business, 

saving for higher education or planning for retirement. 

5. It offers the chance to leave a legacy behind to loved ones and ensure financial 
stability for future generations.  

“I’ve had clients who have either cancelled or considered cancelling their policy. This is a 

dangerous situation, Watts adds. “One client in his mid-50s had a $300,000 policy and 
stopped making payments. Shortly thereafter, he had a heart attack and is now unable to 
find suitable coverage, leaving his family vulnerable.”  

For those with no life insurance or who may need more because of changing circumstances, 
Watts offers three suggestions for getting coverage:  

1. Determine how much life insurance is needed. A good starting point is figuring 

out how much of an individual’s income would need to be replaced for their family to 
maintain its standard of living. The nonprofit LIFE Foundation has an online Life 

Insurance Needs Calculator available at www.lifehappens.org/lifecalculator*.  

2. Decide what type of insurance is needed. There are two main types of life 

insurance: term and permanent. Both offer advantages, but the kind of coverage 
that is best for an individual depends on their personal situation and financial goals.  



3. Understand buying options. There are several options when it comes to 

purchasing life insurance. Individuals can check with their benefits manager at work 
to see what their options may be. Additionally, they can speak with an insurance 
professional in the community or research and purchase a policy online.  

About W. Landon Watts:  

W. Landon Watts specializes in wealth strategy solutions for individuals, corporations and 
institutions, focusing on retirement and insurance planning in both the non-profit and for-
profit sectors. Watts joined Banyan Rock & Talent in 1997 and currently holds a Life and 
Health Insurance license. Though not a CPA, Watts and Banyan Rock & Talent wealth 

strategists work within specific legal parameters to indicate tax-advantage opportunities 
that clients along with their accountants can utilize. Watts understands everyone has 
different goals, risk tolerances and objectives; he enjoys customizing each portfolio for his 

clients. Watts received a Bachelor of Science degree from Appalachian State University in 
1993. For more information visit, www.LandonWatts.com, or call (919) 782-0033. 

About Banyan Rock & Talent:  

Based in Raleigh, N.C., Banyan Rock & Talent was founded in 1986 on the philosophy that 
strength, growth and the diversification of their client's hard-earned money is made possible 

through knowledge, diligence and years of experience. Banyan Rock & Talent specializes in 
tax-advantaged retirement strategies, life insurance and disability insurance. For further 
information, visit 3356 Six Forks Road Raleigh, NC 27609, or call (919) 782-0033. 

About Life Insurance Awareness Month:  
Held each September, Life Insurance Awareness Month is an industry-wide effort that is 

coordinated by the nonprofit Life and Health Insurance Foundation for Education (LIFE). The 
campaign was created in response to growing concern about the large number of Americans 
who lack adequate life insurance protection. For more information on life insurance, visit 
LIFE's Web site at www.lifehappens.org*. 

The Life and Health Insurance Foundation for Education (LIFE) is not affiliated with FSC Securities 

Corporation. 

*PLEASE NOTE: The information being provided is strictly as a courtesy. When you link to any of the 

websites provided here, you are leaving this website. We make no representation as to the 
completeness or accuracy of information provided at these websites. Nor is the company liable for any 
direct or indirect technical or system issues or any consequences arising out of your access to or your 
use of third-party technologies, websites, information and programs made available through this 
website. When you access one of these websites, you are leaving our website and assume total 
responsibility and risk for your use of the websites you are linking to. 
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