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Quiz: Social Security Survivor Benefits

Did you know that Social
Security may pay benefits to
your eligible family members
when you die, helping to
make their financial life
easier? Take this quiz to
learn more.

Questions
1. What percentage of Social Security
beneficiaries receive survivor benefits?

a. 5%

b. 10%

c. 15%

2. Your child may be able to receive survivor
benefits based on your Social Security
earnings record if he or she is:

a. Unmarried and under age 18 (19 if still in
high school)

b. Married and in college

c. Both a and b

3. Which person may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your Social
Security earnings record?

a. Your spouse

b. Your former spouse

c. Both a and b

4. Your parent may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your Social
Security earnings record.

a. True

b. False

5. How much is the Social Security
lump-sum death benefit?

a. $155

b. $255

c. $355

Answers
1. b. About 10% of the approximately 62 million
Social Security beneficiaries in December 2017
were receiving survivor benefits.1

2. a. A dependent child may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your earnings record
if he or she is unmarried and under age 18 (19
if still in high school) or over age 18 if disabled
before age 22.

3. c. Both your current and former spouse may
be able to receive survivor benefits based on
your earnings record if certain conditions are
met. Regardless of age, both may be able to
receive a benefit if they're unmarried and caring
for your child who is under age 16 or disabled
before age 22 and entitled to receive benefits
on your record. At age 60 or older (50 or older if
disabled), both may be able to receive a
survivor benefit even if not caring for a child (a
length of marriage requirement applies).

4. a. That's true. To be eligible, your parent
must be age 62 or older and receiving at least
half of his or her financial support from you at
the time of your death. In addition, your parent
cannot be entitled to his or her own higher
Social Security benefit and must not have
married after your death.

5. b. The Social Security Administration (SSA)
may pay a one-time, $255 lump-sum death
benefit to an eligible surviving spouse. If there
is no surviving spouse, the payment may be
made to an eligible dependent child. The death
benefit has never increased since it was
capped at its current amount in a 1954
amendment to the Social Security Act.2

This is just an overview. For more information
on survivor benefits and eligibility rules, visit the
SSA website, ssa.gov.
1 Fast Facts & Figures About Social Security, 2018

2 Research Notes & Special Studies by the
Historian's Office, Social Security Administration
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T o  Y o u r  S u c c e s s  : 
E t i q u e t t e  T i p s  b y 
R a c h e l  W a g ne r

Rachel Wagner is a business 
etiquette consultant, trainer and 
speaker specializing in etiquette 
and protocol issues facing today’s 
business professional. Rachel is 
trained and licensed as a 
Corporate Etiquette and 
International Protocol Consultant 
by the renowned Protocol School 
of Washington® in Washington, 
D.C. She is the founder and
President of Oklahoma-based
Rachel Wagner Etiquette and
Protocol.  Armed with over two
decades of experience as a teacher
and workshop speaker, Rachel
provides professionals with the
business etiquette tools needed to
communicate with confidence,
presence and influence.

Business Etiquette Tips:                                     
How to be a gracious guest for a summer wedding
Have a summer wedding (or six!) to go to, and not sure what’s expected of you? 
Brushing up on your wedding guest etiquette will place you firmly in the “gracious guest 
hall of fame.” And, if you’re headed to a co-worker’s nuptials this summer, remember 
you are still the “face” of your company in social settings “outside of office hours.”

Do: RSVP as soon as the invitation arrives. After all, the bride and groom have many 
decisions to make based on the number of guests attending. Then, follow through on your 
commitment. Cancel only for an emergency, not because “something better” came along.

Don’t: Take uninvited children or friends. Those whose names appear on the outer and 
inner envelopes are the only ones invited. If your invitation includes “and guest” or “plus one,” 
and you’re planning to take a guest, be sure to include the guest’s first and last name along with 
yours.

Do: Send your gift ahead of time to the bride’s address. This polite gesture frees family 
and bridal party members from having to secure and tote gifts brought to the ceremony. Consider 
checking the couple’s online bridal registry. Not only can you conveniently select and ship your 
gift directly to the bride’s home, but many online registries, such as Macy’s, Target, Crate & 
Barrel, Amazon and Pottery Barn, also offer gift wrapping for a nominal fee.

Do: Dress appropriately. No denim, please, or jeans or flip flops. Women who opt for a 
strapless dress can wear a stylish summer jacket, dressy sweater, or Pashmina during the 
ceremony, then remove the wrap at the reception. Also, let the bride wear white or ivory; she’s the 
one in the spotlight! Having some white or ivory in your dress is okay though. Men should wear a 
conservative suit or jacket, and a not-too-flashy tie. However– if it’s a destination wedding on the 
beach–then bring out the Tommy Bahama attire!

Do: Arrive at the ceremony at least 15 minutes early. Allow for traffic, for finding your 
way in an unfamiliar city, for late-running taxis, and for a long queue of guests waiting for ushers 
to seat them.

Do: Remember to turn your mobile phone on silent and let calls go to voice mail. 
Marring the nuptials with your phone’s latest ring tone will certainly land you in the “wedding 
guest hall of shame!”

Don’t: Post wedding pictures you snapped on your smart phone…yet! Let the bride and 
groom have the honor and distinction of posting theirs first on Instagram or Facebook. And since 
the bride and groom have likely hired a professional photographer, be discreet in taking your 
photos and not get in his/her way.

Don’t: Talk only to your guest at the reception. Introduce yourself to everyone at your 
table and make small talk, i.e., you might ask how he or she knows the bride or groom and say 
how you know them. If they’re from out of state, ask about their travel and city. You’ll soon find 
commonalities that will keep the conversation moving along.

Do: Be mindful of your alcohol consumption. Have a great time, but make sure that 
Monday morning’s water cooler buzz isn’t about you.

Do: Send a gift, even if you cannot attend the wedding. Not only is this considered proper 
etiquette, it is a gesture that shows your friendship and support for the new couple. Be sure to 
write a heartfelt note of regret inside the card or gift enclosure.
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Ingredients 

7 
Count

Nutrition

290
Calories

Fastah Pasta! 
Quit noodling around, 

and have dinner on the 
table in less than 20 

with this tasty 
pastability!

Instructions

1. Cook pasta according to package directions.  Drain. Then rinse
pasta under cold water.

2. In a large bowl, combine the romaine lettuce, tomato, bacon and
pasta.

3. Drizzle the ranch dressing and barbecue sauce over the top.
Gently toss to coat evenly.  Season with pepper.  Serve
immediately and enjoy!

Total Time 
20 

Minutes

BLT Pasta Salad

Ingredients

• 2 1/2 cups bow tie pasta (uncooked)
• 6 cups romaine lettuce (torn)
• 1 medium tomato (diced)
• 4 bacon strips (cooked and crumbled)
• 1/2 cup ranch dressing
• 1 tablespoon barbecue sauce
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper

Credit: Life in the Lofthouse

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and 
are not intended to provide specific 
advice or recommendations for any 
individual. To determine which 
investment(s) may be appropriate 
for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing. All 
performance referenced is historical 
and is no guarantee of future 
results. All indices are unmanaged 
and cannot be invested into directly.

The information provided is not 
intended to be a substitute for 
specific individualized tax planning 
or legal advice. We suggest that 
you consult with a qualified tax or 
legal advisor. 

LPL Financial Representatives offer 
access to Trust Services through 
The Private Trust Company N.A., 
an affiliate of LPL Financial.

Securities offered through LPL 
Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Advisory Services offered through 
Drawbridge Capital, LLC, A 
Registered Investment Advisor and 
wholly owned subsidiary of Regent 
Financial Services.

Drawbridge Capital and Regent 
Financial Services are separate 
entities from LPL Financial.



Regent Financial Services is partnering with the Better Business Bureau 
for this NATIONWIDE event!  

All BBB's across the country will be participating in this FREE community 
shredding event to help

"Secure Your ID!"

Saturday, April 27th

1:00pm - 3:00pm    
Shredders, Inc. 

635 West 41st Street South
2 Large Boxes or 2 (30) gallon trash bags. Overages will be charged current rate with a $20 minimum.

Securities Offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Drawbridge Capital, LLC, A Registered Investment Advisor and 
wholly owned subsidiary of Regent Financial Services. Drawbridge Capital and Regent Financial Services are separate entities from LPL Financial. Drawbridge 

Capital, Regent Financial Services, Better Business Bureau (BBB), and Shredder's, Inc., are separate entities from and not affiliated with LPL Financial. 

Shred your personal documents safely at
Secure Your ID Day!

Shredding Event____________________________________________
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