
Jesus tells us that the greatest commandment is “You shall love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, all your soul, and with all your mind.”1 
He then says the second greatest commandment is “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”2 This point is further explained in the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church: “….all people have the same dignity as creatures 
made in His image and likeness”3 and  “…the social order and its devel-
opment must invariably work to the benefit of the human person, since 
the order of things is to be subordinate to the order of persons…”4

Authentic Christianity does not exist in the mere acknowledgement of 
these truths, but rather in how it informs our actions. How does this 
actually change our lives? Your life?

For starters, it demands that our faith informs our vote. 
Democracy is a social order for the benefit of the people. Keeping the 
poor and marginalized of society in mind when 
we cast our ballot is an absolute necessity, because this is 
one way we give them voice.

A second way these truths impact our lives is by affecting where we 
shop and what we buy. If “all people have the same dignity” then we 
cannot purchase goods that are produced by exploited workers or 
through environmental depletion. 

Why environmental depletion if we’re speaking about human dignity? 
Because we honor the dignity of future generations by ensuring they 
have equal right to the bounty of the Lord’s creation. Furthermore, 
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“…environmental degradation disproportionately 
harms the poor and marginalized who are often least 
responsible for its causes.”5

A third way these teachings must influence our lives 
is through our investments. Many CEOs have ratio-
nalized unethical, albeit often legal, behavior via the 
Wall Street mantra: “Our job is to produce value for 
the shareholders.” Those companies will continue to 
be rewarded for their short-sighted philosophy until 
shareholders stand up and say, “We don’t want those 
kinds of profits!” 

Indeed, the Church offers clear direction: “Individual 
Christians who are shareholders and those responsi-
ble within church institutions that own stocks in U.S. 
corporations must see to it that the invested funds 
are used responsibly…their stewardship embraces 
broader moral concerns.”6 The USCCB’s Responsible 
Investment Guidelines elaborate on this statement with 
several specific examples. For instance, crimes against 
human dignity like abortion and embryonic stem cell 
research are considered intrinsic evils, meaning that 
no amount of good can outweigh the evil inherent

in these actions; therefore, no amount of profit 
or benefit of diversification, nor any other reason 
whatsoever, can justify investing in companies that 
participate in these activities. 

Luckily for investors, numerous secular studies are 
suggesting that sustainable, ethical business prac-
tices do not harm corporate financial performance. 
While this conclusion sounds self-evident, it is still 
contentious information to some. 

Investors are finally catching on! In fact, as of October 
31st, 2018, responsible investing strategies totaled 
$12 trillion, which equates to 25% of all dollars under 
professional management. This amount represents 
a 38% increase over 2016. Over two-thirds of those 
assets come from institutional investors7 who tend to 
be the most sophisticated investors. 

It’s time for more individuals to catch the wave and 
live their faith in their portfolios. If your financial 
advisor doesn’t know as much about responsible 
investing as you do, it might be time to interview new 
advisors and allow this information to change your 
life and all those lives touched by your actions: home 
and abroad, current and future.
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