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As many of you know, I am a baseball 
junkie.  Recently, I read the book:  
‘BABE – The Legend Comes to Life’, a 
book about Babe Ruth, written in 1974 
by Robert W. Creamer.  As I was reading 
about Ruth’s incredible flamboyant life, I 
came across something very interesting, 
something I think is worth repeating.  On 
pages 273 and 274, Creamer talks about 
the financial advice Babe received.  Here 
is how he described it:
 
  “ In 1924 Walsh (Babe’s financial 
adviser) persuaded him to invest some 
of his huge earnings, comparatively 
little of which was taken by the modest 
income tax of the era, in annuities 
that would pay off after Ruth retired 
from baseball.  Babe bought one of 
these through Harry Heilmann, the 
Detroit outfielder, who was a favorite 
drinking and racetrack companion of 
the Babe’s and dabbled in insurance 
during the off-season.  In subsequent 
years Walsh convinced the sometimes 
reluctant Ruth to buy more annuities, 
with the result that for all his carefree 
spending he was not greatly affected by 
the stock market crash in 1929 and was 
financially comfortable until the day he 
died.”
 
I am not predicting another crash, but I 
have always been a fan of the old adage 
‘Better safe than sorry’. 
 
One last comment about money and 
then I have to move on to my other 
favorite subject.  I did not listen to 
Warren Buffett at his annual Berkshire 
Hathaway meeting, but I heard another 
adviser paraphrasing Buffett’s thoughts 
on liquidity, he said something like this 

“Liquidity allows the investor to make the 
wrong decision at the wrong time”.  Even 
if Buffett didn’t say it exactly like that, 
that still is quiet an intriguing statement!
 
Does anyone other than me think that 
it’s not just irresponsible, but immoral to 
continue piling up this massive national 
debt?  We are spending billions over 
billions of dollars every month, that we 
don’t have, with no plan to ever repay 
it!  The politicians don’t talk about this - 
they simply recklessly keep printing and 
borrowing.  This rising debt is closing 
in on $18 Trillion!  If you tack on the 
unfunded liabilities of Medicare and 
Medicaid and now, just for good measure, 
add on Obamacare.  Holy smokes!   Are 
there any realistic ideas on how we’re 
ever going to get out of this mess?  Please 
email me Steve@MoerdykFinancial.com 
with your comments and ideas.   
 
Over the last 70 years the US Dollar has 
been the ‘World’s Reserve Currency’.  
But now China, Russia, India, Japan, 
Brazil, and many others are becoming 
increasingly concerned about the 
American economy, and for the first time, 
they have begun openly trading among 
themselves in currencies other than 
the US Dollar.  These countries are not 
hiding the fact that they are very worried 
about our huge debt and continuous 
deficits and money printing.  The short-
sighted arrogance of our current leaders 
has forced these countries into becoming 
proactive, to watch-out for themselves, 
and not count on America.  I don’t think 
that it’s too late to correct this, and I 
also don’t think it’s a stretch to say that 
another liberal administration would 
likely ensure that the US Dollar loses its 
current position as the world’s reserve 
currency.  If the Dollar loses it’s safe-
haven status, can you even imagine the 
impact that would have to our America 
way of life?  It could be devastating! 
 
That is a good segue into another 
important theme that I need to repeat, 
and that is for you - the older, wiser, 
experienced, clear thinking, segment of 
the population - to teach the younger 
generation. Explain to these young voters 

(our kids and grandkids, and their friends) 
tell them what is really going on in our 
country.  When I was young (when ‘we’ 
were young) many of our peers were 
spouting ‘free love’ and ‘world peace’ 
and all the things that smart, altruistic, 
hopeful, naive young people think..  I’m 
still upset with myself that I almost voted 
for John Anderson (1980) - and I’ve 
always considered myself to be politically 
savvy!  But back then I didn’t have 
anyone with political experience to guide 
me.   Be that knowledgeable person to 
the young people in your family.  We are 
going to need their help if we’re to keep 
America strong.
 
This is a bit of overkill, but this is 
important.  Remember in the 1984 
Presidential debate, when Ronald Reagan 
said to Walter Mondale “I am not going 
to exploit, for political purposes, my 
opponent’s youth and inexperience”.  
That was one of the great ‘one liners’ 
of all times - super funny and he made 
his point.   Use humor when you talk to 
your kids and grandkids, but be serious 
when you tell them that “There is no free 
lunch” –  that America was founded by 
freedom loving people who supported 
themselves.  This growing ‘attitude of 
entitlement’ with no shame in taking 
government handouts, is pulling us down!

Steve 

Jimmy

For All You Baseball Fans
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We just put together a powerful video 
presentation, accessible via the internet, 
that can be watched at any time, 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. This 
entertaining video on Retirement Planning 
does a very nice job of describing how 
Moerdyk Financial can help people who 
are in retirement or close to it. There is 
absolutely no pressure or obligation for 
anyone watching this video to do anything 
-  Please ask your friends to watch and 
they like what they see and hear, then they 
can contact us by either phone or email - 
pretty darn cool.

Please take a few minutes and  
watch our new presentation at  

PlanWithSteve.com



Steve and Jimmy Moerdyk

Moerdyk Financial Inc. is a private independent firm that carries the licenses necessary to offer their 
clients a vast array of investments and financial products. From stocks and bonds, mutual funds, ETFs, 
managed portfolios, non-traded REITs and BDCs, to fixed and variable annuities, MLPs and more. 
Over the years, Moerdyk Financial Inc. has developed a straightforward no-nonsense reputation. 
Their investment advice is efficient and appreciated. They have helped hundreds of retired people to 
better understand the financial benefits from the old adage ‘Don’t put all your eggs in one basket’. 
Their experienced guidance on income distribution and asset sustainability has earned them a 
respected advisory position among senior residents in the Grand Rapids community.
President Steve Moerdyk met his wife Annie at Michigan State University. They were married in 
1979 and reside on beautiful Lake Bella Vista in Rockford. They have two children, Carly 30, and 
Jimmy 25.  “Carly in a neurobehavior Fellow at Northwestern Medical in downtown Chicago, 
where she lives with her husband Kia, and their 2 year old son Sammy. 
Vice President Jimmy Moerdyk joined the firm in 2011 after graduating from the Broad Business 
School at Michigan State University. Along with his youth and enthusiasm, he also brings a quick 
understanding of the latest in cutting edge technology and financial strategies.

Lee and Dr. Linda Hegstrand stopped by to show us their brand new Prius Hybrid.  
Jimmy and I (seen grinning in the background) like to think that our financial advice 
helped them to purchase this state-of-the-art electric vehicle.

Simply go to
PlanWithSteve.com

PlanWithSteve.com

Don’t forget to
download the Free
Workbook “12 Key

questions Every Retiree
Must Answer”
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Save this ad, you can watch our video anytime 24/7 at
PlanWithSteve.com
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A MUST SEE PRESENTATION FOR
PRE & POST RETIREES NOW SHOWING at...

You can watch this important video anytime you want,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

This no-nonsense, eye-opening video bluntly addresses the problems and
concerns that retirees face:

Are my investments too risky or not risky enough?

How much money can I spend
and do I have enough to last
me for the rest of my life?

What about all these taxes?

How about nursing homes?

Am I maximizing my Social
Security payments?

Moerdyk Financial Inc. • 616.742.1166
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Someday we shall all stand before Him and give an account.

 PLEASE JOIN US FOR A FUN 
MORNING AT THE GOLF COURSE
On Monday September 15, Moerdyk 
Financial will be hosting our 5th 
Annual Golf Outing at Boulder 
Creek Golf Course to raise money 
for “Michigan Disability Sports 
Alliance”.  These young adults count 
on our financial support so they can 
attend the Michigan Victory Games.  
The Michigan Victory Games, is an 
Olympic type competition for disabled 
athletes and is held every May at 
Michigan State University.  PLEASE 
PLEASE get a foursome together 
and play with us, we really do have a 
fun time.  If you can’t make it to the 
outing, your financial support is most 
appreciated - thank you.

5th ANNUAL GOLF OUTING - SEPTEMBER 15


