
N E W S L E T T E R  |  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8

Our Viewpoint – What a Year! 
Wow – what a year! First, we want to highlight some of 
the great things that have happened here at Odyssey 
this past year. We are grateful for the trust and loyalty 
you’ve shown us. We continue to grow and bring on 
more great clients, and we thank you for your referrals. 
We also thank all of you who generously supported our 
13th Holiday Outreach as we raised 
nearly $3,200 in support of 
Stand Up for Kids. In addition, 
Anne helped us launch 
“Odyssey NexGen” with almost 
30 of your family members 
already benefiting by their 
participation, Jan slowed-down 
a bit only working from 12 to 
4 pm, and Janeen began working 
full-time in September.

Now, to the stock market. We 
don’t want to overstate how great 
2017 was for investors, but suffice it to say, you did 
very well. If you don’t know how well, be sure to look 
at your account balances and performance reports. 
As a client of Odyssey, you’ve benefitted as long term 
investors by remaining invested through daily/weekly 
geo-political posturing and the barrage of “news” 
from the 24-hour news cycle. The world’s business 
environment remains positive, and although stock 
markets continue to reach new record highs, the 
overall perception according to the “experts” is that 
there is room for more growth ahead.

But we pause for a moment – to recognize we have 
now experienced 9 straight years of U.S. stock market 
gains. There will be a time when the markets reverse 
course, but we do not know when, how long or how 
deep the pull-back will be. Which leads us to this – as 
you know, we do not forecast market returns nor 
do we react to every dip or pull-back in the market, 
because the markets are unpredictable. Instead, we 

guide you by managing 
what we can control for your 
specific situation. We focus 
on meeting your cash and 
income needs, having a plan 
for each of your financial 
goals, and we emphasize 
remaining a long-term 
investor by monitoring your 
portfolio allocation.

The exclamation point on 
2017 was the new tax law signed by President Trump 
on December 22nd, bringing us the biggest tax cuts 
out of Washington, D.C. since 1986. The tax change will 
likely help to keep more of your money in your pocket 
in 2018, but this may not be true for everyone. Please 
know that we will discuss the tax law changes with 
you at your next review meeting as they relate to your 
specific personal wealth, lifetime goals and financial 
planning needs. As always, we encourage you to 
contact your tax preparer for tax advice specific to your 
situation.
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Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. Indices are not available for direct investment. Index per-
formance does not reflect the expenses associated with the management of an actual portfolio. Market seg-
ment (index representation) as follows: US Stock Market (Russell 3000 Index), International Developed Stocks 
(MSCI World ex USA Index [net div.]), Emerging Markets (MSCI Emerging Markets Index [net div.]), Global Real 
Estate (S&P Global REIT Index [net div.]), US Bond Market (Bloomberg Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index), and 
Global Bond ex US Market (Citi WGBI ex USA 1−30 Years [Hedged to USD]). The S&P data are provided by Stan-
dard & Poor’s Index Services Group. Frank Russell Company is the source and owner of the trademarks, service 
marks, and copyrights related to the Russell Indexes. MSCI data © MSCI 2018, all rights reserved. Bloomberg 
Barclays data provided by Bloomberg. Citi fixed income indices © 2018 by Citigroup.

Market Summary – Index Returns*

  International Emerging Global  Global
 US Stock Developed Markets Real US Bond Bond Market
 Market Stocks Stocks Estate Market ex US

2017 STOCKS BONDS

 6.34% 4.23% 7.44% 2.97% 0.39% 1.10%

SINCE JAN 2001 STOCKS BONDS

Avg. Qtr. 2.0% 1.6% 3.2% 2.7% 1.2% 1.1%Return

Best Qtr. 16.8% 25.9% 34.7% 32.3% 4.6% 5.5%
 Q2 2009 Q2 2009 Q2 2009 Q3 2009 Q3 2001 Q4 2008

Worst Qtr. -22.8% -21.2% -27.6% -36.1% -3.0% -3.2%
 Q4 2008 Q4 2008 Q4 2008 Q4 2008 Q4 2016 Q2 2015

Q4

LTC: Be Prepared     
A key part of our retirement planning process 
is to plan for unexpected health and long-term 
care expenses. These expenses can cause a 
financial burden if you’re not prepared.
 
A client of ours has been experiencing 
memory issues while receiving home care 
for some time. Unfortunately, his condition 
continued to worsen to the point of not being 
able to be left alone. We recently received 
a call from his daughter saying… it’s time. 
They needed to move Dad into a facility that 
can provide the care he needs. As they found 
out, assisted living with dementia care is not 
cheap. But neither she nor her mom were 
able to continue to care for Dad at home. The 
facility they chose allowed them to focus on 
making sure Dad has the care he needs.
 
As they experienced, caring for someone with 
dementia can be an incredible burden on a 
family, as anyone who’s been through it will 
tell you.
 
We are always prepared to discuss various 
options available to ease the financial burden 
of having professionals provide long term 
care. Having a plan in place, the importance 
of being prepared with treatment and benefit 
options in case you are in a situation like this 
is incredibly important. We are here to help 
discuss what might make sense for you and 
your family.

2018 Income Tax Changes  
You may be impacted by some of these selected 2018 tax 
changes, but note – most of the changes for individuals are 
temporary; ending after 8 years on 12/31/2025.
n  Income tax rates are reduced for all – seven brackets remain, 

but are lowered to 10 - 37 percent
n  Standard Deduction is doubled – increasing to $12,000 for 

single filers and $24,000 for Married Filing Jointly
n  Personal exemptions are eliminated – but the child tax 

credit is doubled to $2,000
n  Some page-1 deductions are eliminated – moving expenses 

(except military) and in 2019 alimony paid/received will no 
longer be deductible/taxed if noted in the decree

n  Some itemized deductions are limited – caps now exist on 
state and local tax deductions ($10,000) and interest on new 
mortgage indebtedness ($750,000), as well as non-home 
improving home equity debt

n  All miscellaneous itemized deductions are eliminated –
including investment management fees, tax preparation fees, 
and home office expenses

n  Retirement plan contributions increased – by $500; however, 
IRA contributions did not change

n  529 Plans changed – distributions can now be used for 
qualified K-12 expenses of up to $10,000 per year
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Team Updates
Robert: Exciting news! Matthew was accepted to 
Kennesaw State, his first and only choice! We’re all happy 
and relieved that this decision is behind us so he can 
focus on keeping his GPA up for the Hope Scholarship. 
Wrestling season is going well; we’re looking forward 
to the state tournament in mid-February. Megan had 
her “Sweet 16” birthday recently. Instead of a big party 
she wanted to have a few small gatherings with various 
friends and family. Lots of fun for her. Thank you to all 
of you who donated to Stand Up for Kids. By being 
personally involved as a mentor and street outreach 
counselor I get to see firsthand how your donations 
make a difference. 

Steve: Happy 2018! It’s hard to believe another year has 
come and gone, but what a year it was. We enjoyed many 
new experiences as a family – new schools, new friends, 
new parts of the country (UT/AZ), and new sports, but we 
ended the year with a warm and comfortable tradition 
of spending Christmas at our house with my extended 
family. It was a very nice time together and provided an 
opportunity to reflect on the many blessings we have. 
Lynne and I thank you for being one of them. We wish 
you a joyous and healthy new year!

Jan: The holidays were very nice this year as I spent 
Thanksgiving with my gentleman friend’s family and 
Christmas with my son, his wife and her family. The 

weather, however, has put a crimp in my latest project: a 
privacy wall for my back yard made of stained glass and 
twelve old 9-pane windows. The pictures are of trees, a 
lake and sunset. My niece reminded me that we don’t 
ever start “small” projects, and the lady at the largest 
stained glass store in the south basically said the same 
thing to me when she asked, “Have you ever worked 
with stained glass?” I looked at her smiled and said no. 
I’m hoping to finish in about six months. Time will tell. 

Janeen: Winter Greetings! I hope everyone had a 
wonderful holiday season with family and friends. All is 
good on our end. The boys have enjoyed the downtime 
and break from school. JD is doing a winter soccer 
training program. I look forward to a trip with Rob to NYC 
this month to celebrate his moms 80th! Ralph Waldo 
Emerson said, “Write it on your heart that every day is 
the best day in the year”. Let us make it so.  

Anne: Happy New Year! November and December were 
exciting months for our household as two goals were 
achieved: (1) I passed the CFP® exam and received 
the CFP® designation and (2) John mastered cooking 
a brisket on his new Big Green Egg! We had a great 
Christmas and New Year celebrating with both our 
families. We’re excited about 2018 and all the possibilities 
a new year brings. Wishing you much love, joy, and 
prosperity in the new year!

With this new benefit, 
we’ve hosted several 
meetings and phone 
calls helping your 
family members plan 
for a better financial 
future. Each comes to us 

with unique goals in mind, and they now know how to 
prioritize and actualize their goals. We are happy to serve 
as their guide. If members of your family (ages 21 to 40+) 
are interested in being a part of this community, send an 
email with your NexGen’s name, email address and date 
of birth to anne.simpson@odysseypfa.com.  

A new GA law takes effect this month that provides more 
comprehensive laws governing the use and acceptance 
of a written power of attorney (POA). The law may help 
protect you from theft and misuse of your assets by 
someone serving as your ‘agent’. Also, third parties 
are now required to accept your POA. This is another 
reminder to make use of Everplans, an excellent benefit 
provided to you by Odyssey to help you and your family 
be prepared. Get started by taking 15 minutes to prepare 
your “Just-in-Case Letter”. See the Everplan link on our 
website or contact us if you have questions.

Everplan: Bits & Bytes 

We encourage you to Follow Us on Facebook 
(search @odysseypfa) to stay current with what 
is going on with Your Odyssey Team

NexGen
®
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Our Contact Information 
Phone: (770) 992.4444

Fax: (770) 587.2531

Email: jan.ingersoll@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 1

 janeen.blecker@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 2

 robert.fezza@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 3 

 anne.simpson@odysseypfa.com Phone ext. 4

 steve.siders@odysseypfa.com  Phone ext. 5

Website: www.odysseypfa.com

Address: 500 Sun Valley Drive, Suite A6

 Roswell, GA 30076

The opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author and not those of 
Cetera Financial Specialists, LLC.

Life is a Journey. Navigate it Wisely.
Each one of us has our own story. A story no one 
else can tell. It’s about life, faith, family, careers, 
hobbies, experiences, successes, failures, joys and 
heartaches. It’s a journey that lasts a lifetime. One 
that hopefully will leave the world a better place 
because of the contributions you’ve made – your 
own personal odyssey!

Money and finances influence decisions along the 
way. Having a guide to walk with you can help you 
stay on course. We’re excited you have chosen (or are 
considering choosing) us as your financial guide: to 
watch over your finances, to encourage you to dream 
and set goals, and to help you achieve them.
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Our Mission
Statement

Serving God and our clients to 

identify and fulfill life’s dreams

in a caring and personalized

environment.


