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• Protecting Your Financial Information
• Common Investment Types
• Focus on Gratitude



Protecting Your Financial Information

T he financial services industry is seeing a massive increase in fraudsters, scammers and criminals trying to 

take advantage of investors. Our industry regulations are designed to combat fraud and protect investors. 

As a reminder, our office is unable to accept instructions via email. All forms of money movement must be 

provided and confirmed verbally.

If you believe you have fallen victim of a scam, call your local police at their non-emergency number and 

consider reporting to the FBI’s IC3 Internet Crime Database. 

Here are several ways to safeguard your information:

• Avoid using weak PINS and passwords. When deciding PINS, passwords, and other log-in 

information, avoid using your mother’s maiden name, your birth date, the last four digits of your Social 

Security number or your phone number. Avoid other obvious choices such as a series of consecutive 

numbers or your home town. Also, do not use the same PINS and passwords on multiple sites.  



• Look for secured web pages. Use only secure browsers when shopping online to safeguard your 

transactions during transmission. Check that the web page url begins with “https.” Most urls being with 

“http;” the “s” at the end indicates that the site password will be encrypted before being sent to a third-party 

server. Additionally, look for a “lock” icon in the window of the browser.  

• Keep your operating systems up-to-date. High priority updates are critical to the security and 

reliability of your computer and devices. Updates offer the latest protection against malicious online 

activities. When your computer and other devices prompt you to conduct an update - do it as soon as 

possible.  

• Update antivirus software and spyware. Keep both your antivirus and your spyware programs 

updated regularly.  

• Make sure your firewall is always on. A firewall helps protect your computer from hackers who 

might try to delete information, crash your computer or steal your passwords and credit card information. 

Make sure your firewall is always on. 

You can contact the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) and the national consumer reporting agencies for more 

information on fraud alerts, security freezes and other steps you can take to avoid identity theft:

 

• Equifax, P.O. Box 105788, Atlanta, Georgia 30348, 1-877-478-7625, www.equifax.com

• Experian, P.O. Box 2002, Allen, TX 75013, 1-888-397-3742, www.experian.com 

• TransUnion, P.O. Box 2000, Chester, PA 19016, 1-800-680-7289, www.transunion.com

• Federal Trade Commission, Consumer Response Center, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 

20580, 1-877-FTC-HELP (382-4357), www.ftc.gov/idtheft

 

You may obtain a free copy of your credit report at www.annualcreditreport.com, or by calling toll-free 1-877-

322-8228, or by mailing an Annual Credit Report Request Form (available at www.annualcreditreport.com) to: 

Annual Credit Report Request Service, P.O. Box 105281, Atlanta, GA, 30348-5281. You may also purchase a copy 

of your credit report by contacting one or more of the three national credit reporting agencies listed above.

If you have any questions relevant to this topic or questions regarding your financial planning and 

investment strategy needs, please feel free to reach out to our office at 302.234.5655 or contactus@

covenantwealthstrategies.com.



Welcome to the Team: Dan Crisona 
Dan joined Covenant Wealth Strategies in July of 2021 as a Client Concierge. He is a 

University of Delaware graduate with a degree in Hospitality Business Management. 

After graduation, Dan obtained his Series 7 and 63 licenses while working for J.P. 

Morgan Chase. At Covenant Wealth Strategies, Dan is responsible for supporting our 

advisors with client strategy sessions and account servicing, along with providing a 

proactive concierge service. Most recently, our team at Covenant Wealth Strategies’ 

celebrated Dan as he married his wife, Amy in a beautiful ceremony on Saturday, 

November 6th at Holy Angels Catholic Church.

Favorite Activity: Golfing

Favorite Food: Chicken Parmesan 

Fun Fact About Yourself: I am a Level 1 Wine Sommelier 

Why You Decided To Join Covenant? I decided to join Covenant to because I 

wanted to be more involved with Community and add more value on a personal level.

Welcome to the Team: Leah Willis 
Leah joined Covenant Wealth Strategies in October of 2021 as a Client Concierge. She 

is a Liberty University graduate with a degree in Business Administration: Financial 

Planning. After graduation, Leah started her career with Merrill Lynch and obtained 

her Series 7, 66 and Maryland Life and Health Insurance. Additionally, Leah is a CFP® 

and is pursuing her CKA®. Leah is responsible for supporting our advisors with client 

strategy sessions, financial planning and account servicing, along with providing 

a proactive concierge service. In her free time, Leah also loves to volunteer with 

YoungLife, American Heritage Girls and her local church.

Favorite Activity: Being outdoors, playing soccer and volleyball

Favorite Food: Any kind of Quiche!

Fun Fact About Yourself: I am the youngest of four and a proud aunt to three nieces 

and two nephews.

Why You Decided To Join Covenant? I decided to join Covenant because I love the 

values and principles of the firm and how they strive to help their clients and their 

community. 

People & Places

Dan with his wife, Amy

Leah with her nieces and sister



Shelly Takes the Trip of a Lifetime to Italy
My husband Pete and I recently had a trip 
of lifetime in Italy! We began our adventure 
in Milan with family. We then we set out 
on our own to Venice, the city where my 
heart lives! This was our fourth visit to 
Venezia and each time we step out of the 
train station and see the Canal Grande, 

my heart skips a beat! Next up on our trip was Catania, Sicily. 
We were excited to seek out several specific towns, including 
where ancestors emigrated from and where scenes of the movie “The Godfather” 
were filmed. Our home base in Sicily was a beautiful town on the coast, Taormina, which has a direct view of 
Mount Etna—-what an awe-inspiring sight! We finished the trip by going back to Domodossola, where Pete’s 
sister lives. We enjoyed every moment of our trip and are already discussing the next one in two years.

Ward attends LPL Summit 
Conference
Ward recently attended LPL’s Summit Conference in Ojai, 
CA with his wife Debbie. Summit is reserved for LPL’s most 
successful advisors. Representing the pinnacle of success, this 
exclusive event convenes a prestigious community of leaders to 
network, share learnings and discuss solutions for our industry’s 
most pressing challenges.

Welcome baby Dylan!
Bill and his wife Katie welcomed their new baby boy, Dylan 
Wells Lloyd on Saturday, October 23rd at 5:39 am. Both baby 
and mom are doing great! Dylan’s big sister Avery and brother 
Mason are excited to have a new sibling!

People & Places



Are you Familiar with the 
Common Types of Investments?

F irst-time investors often find the process intimidating 
and let's be honest - even those with an extensive 

portfolio may still not quite understand the complexities 
associated with investment risk strategies, rebalancing and 
other investment terms. 

That is one of the many reasons why it is important to work 
with a trusted advisor who can help by answering your 
questions and providing education. With that in mind, we 
offer you a primer on some of the more common investment 
types to provide you with an overview of their characteristics. 

Stocks 
Stocks are perhaps the most well-known investment type. 
When you purchase a company’s stock or shares - you are 
purchasing an ownership interest in that company. Larger 
companies may be publicly traded, which means that you 
can buy stock. When you invest in stock - you are hoping 
that the price will increase after your purchase, which you 
could then sell for a profit. However, if the price of a stock 
falls and you sell - you will incur/realize capital losses. 
Another strategy you should familiarize yourself with is 
called tax-loss harvesting. 

Tax-loss harvesting 
By selling securities for less than what you originally paid 
for them, you incur/realize capital losses. These losses can 
offset capital gains and you can deduct them against regular 
income for tax savings. You can deduct as much as $3,000 
in capital losses each year and carry forward additional 
losses to the following tax year. You just have to remember 
two things: 1) Tax-loss harvesting is only allowed in taxable 
accounts. 2) You must abide by the “wash sale” rule: you 
cannot claim a loss on a security if you buy the same or 
substantially identical security within a 60-day (30 days 
each before and after) window of liquidating your shares.

Bonds 
Bonds are typically offered by businesses (corporate bonds) 
or government entities (municipal bonds) when they are 
seeking to raise money. Your purchase is therefore a loan to 
that entity. 

Bonds accrue interest after they are purchased, which is 
payable when the bond matures. The maturity date is a pre-
determined duration specified in your purchase agreement. 
At that point, you receive your principal plus interest. 
Rates of return for bonds are typically modest, though they 
generally carry lower risk than stocks. However, there is still 
risk. For instance, if you buy corporate bonds - the company 
could go out of business. If you buy government bonds - the 
government could default on their payment. U.S. Treasury 
bonds are generally considered to have lower risks than 
corporate and municipal bonds.

Mutual Funds 
A mutual fund includes investments from multiple investors. 
The money is managed by a fund manager who selects the 
mutual fund’s securities. Mutual funds can include a variety 
of investments such as: stocks, bonds and other securities. 
Depending on their investments, a mutual fund can carry 
risks similar to stocks and bonds. However, investment 
diversification has the ability to lessen risk.

An index fund is a type of mutual fund that seeks to passively 
track an index. For instance, a NASDAQ index fund will try 
to mirror its performance to the NASDAQ by investing in 
companies from that index. Since indexed funds are not 
actively managed, they can be subject to underperformance. 

Commodities
Commodities like gold, silver, or crude oil, can be held as an 
investment. The price of commodities is based on supply as 
well as consumer fears, which can be impacted sharply by 
external factors, like political actions. Generally, investing 
in gold and other commodities could be considered risky 
or at least subject to different kinds of risks since precious 
metals and commodities typically lack earnings or other 
conventional metrics by which stocks and bonds may be 
valued.

If you have specific questions related to your own investment 
strategy or financial planning needs, we welcome you 
to call us at 302.234.5655 or email us at contactus@
covenantwealthstrategies.com to set up time to discuss 
further. 



It’s that time of year where many people begin thinking about everything they have to be thankful for. 
Although it’s nice to count your blessings on Thanksgiving, being thankful throughout the year could have 
tremendous benefits on your quality of life, including your finances.

Gratitude requires us to focus on what we have rather than what we don't have. The human mind tends to 
prefer immediate gratification over a long-term well-being. 

Spending extra money won’t make you happy— it can however put your financial future at risk. Instead, look 
for ways to feel good about what you already have by developing an attitude of gratitude. 

Gratitude and Relationships 

Research shows that keeping a journal of things that you are grateful for can contribute to more positive 
emotions and relationships. Positive emotions and strong relationships are typically associated with greater 
financial self efficacy. Appreciation unites us as people. Feeling appreciated and expressing appreciation is 
cornerstone to any successful relationship. 

Studies have shown that gratitude can reduce feelings of impatience, which could make it easier to save long-
term. As you become more grateful, you are more likely to feel fulfilled in your life.

Gratitude Promotes Generosity

You’re more willing to give to others when you feel grateful. So, how does this tie into better finances? When 
you make giving to a charity a priority, you’re forced to re-evaluate your finances so that you can meet your 
financial objectives. It could mean cutting out impulse purchases and extra spending. Additionally, there 
could be a tax benefit with your giving.

If you have any questions about your financial planning, charitable giving and/or investment strategy needs, 
please feel free to reach out to our office at 302.234.5655 or contactus@covenantwealthstrategies.com. 



15 Middleton Drive
Wilmington, DE 19808
302.234.5655
www.covenantwealthstrategies.com
Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
a registered investment adviser, member FINRA/SIPC.

This material is for general information only and is not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual. There is no assurance that the 
views or strategies discussed are suitable for all investors or will yield positive outcomes. Investing involves risks including possible loss of principal. This information 
is not intended to be a substitute for specific individualized tax advice. We suggest that you discuss your specific tax issues with a qualified tax advisor.

Giving Back We are thankful for our wonderful clients who have placed their trust in the work and 
service we provide. As an expression of our appreciation, Covenant Wealth Strategies is eager to give back to the 
community that has blessed us in so many ways. We proudly sponsor various organizations throughout the year 
by donating our time and resources. Often, our involvement is inspired by our clients' personal ties to a charity 
and enriched by their involvement. Our collective impact has the power to truly make a difference!

Below is a list of organizations we have sponsored this past year:

Angel Tree
Autism Delaware
American Diabetes Association
Castaway Cats
CCO
Danny’s Place
Delaware FCA
Delmarva Friends of Folk
Door of Hope
Doxie Rescue of Bucks County
Faithful Friends

Family Promise
FCA Surf – OCNJ
Foster Well
Friendship Ministries
Good Neighbors
InterVaristy
Junior Achievement of DE
Kennett Square Area Senior Center
Manna Women of Worth
Multiplying Good
New London Counseling Center

Urban Promise
Salvation Army
Sandy Cove
Sojourner’s Place
Sunday Breakfast Mission
The Garage of Kennett Square
Urban Ministry Institute of Chester 
Wilmington Christian School
Young Life
Youth For Christ
4 Coaches International


