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Biz Brain 
 
December 16, 2011 
 
I am a retired firefighter drawing a state pension. However, I had my 40 
quarters paid in under S/S prior entering the fire service. Also, every year in 
the fire service, I worked a second job in real estate and contributed to S/S 
at a 15% rate as we were considered self employed.  
When I applied for S/S at age 62, my benefits were reduced by about 2/3 

as I was concidered a "Double Dipper" since I was receiving a F.D. pension.  
 

My question: Who in the congress or senate created the "double dipper" 
rule and under what president was it initiated? 
 

The “double dipper” rule is formally called the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP). 

The WEP was one of the many legislative changes included in the Social Security 

Amendments of 1983. Ronald Reagan was president at the time.  The provisions came 

from a bill drafted by the Social Security Subcommittee of the House Ways and Means 

Committee and is not attributed to an individual congressman. 

 

The WEP was an attempt to help shore up the financing of the Social Security Program 

and was a compromise bill between the Senate and the House.  The purpose of this law 

was to remove an unintended advantage that the regular Social Security benefit formula 

provided to persons who also had pensions from non-Social Security covered 

employment.  Other major provisions of this legislation included gradually raising the 

retirement age and making a portion of Social Security benefits received by higher 

income beneficiaries subject to income tax. 

 

 The WEP applies to many workers who are entitled to a pension from work not covered 

by Social Security (e.g. certain state and local government workers or those covered by 

the Federal Civil Service Retirement System).  To prevent those from collecting Social 

Security and the pension, there is a “Windfall Elimination Formula” for folks who fall 

into this category.  The WEP applies to many firefighters, like you, and 1.2 million other 

Social Security beneficiaries. 

 

Since 2009, several politicians including Howard Berman, Kevin Brady, Kay Bailey 

Hutchison and Barney Frank have introduced bills to repeal or modify the WEP.  As of 

now, the WEP and the formula stand as per the 1983 legislation. 
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