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Summer is coming (after a very long winter!) and many of us are
beginning to plan for our vacations. We’re booking flights, finding
deals on hotels and reserving tickets for exhibits and shows. At Mappa
Wealth Management we have found that clients are great at planning
the specifics of the trip. However, it is equally important to make sure
your finances remain in order while you are away. Here are some tips
to help ensure your trip will be as smooth and care free as possible.

Set a Travel Budget
You know that our philosophy is one of financial prudence. We believe
it should extend to your vacation plans as well. Set a budget and stick
to it. Don’t spend more than you can afford, it will not serve you well.
Even vacation budgets are part of an overall financial plan and
spending wisely helps you stay on track. If you are traveling with
teenage children, a smart thing to do would be to get them a prepaid
card that they can use for their purchases. This does two things, it
assures you of staying within budget limits and it may even keep family
arguments to a minimum!
Continued on Pg. 2
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Notify Your Bank
Let your bank, credit union and credit card companies know your plans. Tell them where you
will be traveling and the dates you will be there. This will insure that when they see unusual
charges from unusual places, they won’t freeze your credit; this happens quite frequently in
order to protect you from fraud. This is an easy way to make sure that you will not be
spending precious vacation time trying to unfreeze an account.

About Those Credit Cards
International travel can
have hidden credit card
fees. There may also be
higher ATM transaction
charges for your debit card
when you’re traveling
internationally. Check with
your bank or credit card
company about their
policies. You may want to
consider a debit card that
does not have higher
transaction charges.

Copies, Copies, Copies
We all know to make copies of our passports when traveling internationally. It is also important
that you make copies of your driver’s license, credit cards and insurance cards. If something
is lost or stolen, it will make it much easier to replace. Store the copies in the safe in your hotel
room. You might also keep some cash and a backup credit card in there as well. Chances are
you will never need them, but being prepared can be a lifesaver if you do.

Set-up Automatic Bill Pay
If you are traveling for several weeks and you have not yet set up automatic bill pay, do it now.
This will insure that important bills (mortgage, car payments, insurance, etc.) will be paid on
time. It also means you can travel without having to worry about taking care of writing checks
and sending them out. It is easy to lose track of the days when we are on vacation and not in
our usual daily routine. Setting up automatic bill pay through your bank or credit union is
generally easy to do and you can keep it going when you get back.
Continued on Pg. 3
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Use Account Monitoring Tools
Have your bank send you alerts when balances reach a certain level or notify you when a
transaction has been flagged. This helps prevent identity theft or fraud and prevents you from
overdrawing accounts.

Traveling Internationally? Check Exchange Rates
Make sure you do a little research on your destination country’s currency. Check out where
you will get the best exchange rates (the airport is not a good place). Armed with good
information, you can shop around at banks and kiosks to find the best rate.

Investigate Travel Insurance
First check your credit cards to see if they offer any coverage while you are traveling and what
exactly it is that they provide. Some cards come with medical insurance and life insurance but
they may also have restrictions. If you are renting a car, check your own auto insurance policy
first to see what is covered or not covered (you may not need to buy the rental company’s
insurance which can be expensive).
Travel insurance covers many different things from cancellation of flights and hotels to medical
coverage and emergency travel if needed. Think carefully about what you might require and
make sure the policy you buy covers what you need. Not having coverage can mean big bills
if you have an emergency; you can also lose money if you need to cancel.
Now that you have reserved your hotel, nailed down your itinerary, booked your flights and
taken care of your finances, all of us at Mappa Wealth Management want to wish you a
wonderful summer and a great vacation.
.
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The Five Second Rule:
Transform Your Life, Work
a n d C o n fi d e n c e w i t h
Everyday Courage

By Mel Robbins

Churchill Downs
The sun didn’t shine on that old Kentucky home, but the
rain couldn’t dampen the great time Mark and Steve had at
this year’s Kentucky Derby. Bow-ties, straw hats, a great
horse and mint juleps made for a terrific run for the roses.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
June 13th
Beer Tasting
Save the date, June 13th and join us for a fun
evening to sample and learn about craft beers.
Invitations with more information are going out
soon, so check your email for all the details.

We all have things we dream of doing
or just need to do, yet they don’t get
done. If “just do it” were simple, we’d
all be successfully doing the things we
want and need to accomplish.
Now award winning CNN on-air
commentator, op-ed writer and best
selling author, Mel Robbins, shows us
the “Five Second Rule” for getting
things done. Using the science of
habits, she explains the power of a
“push moment” and the simple tool
that takes just five seconds and
enables you to act effectively. The
result is increased productivity, better
collaboration, improved engagement
and more success.

Honoring Those Who Serve
To the Men and Women of Our Armed Forces

Thank You
The end of May is Memorial Day and all of us at Mappa Wealth Management are very
conscious of the sacrifices so many American men and women have made for this country.
In order to honor them, we are making a donation to the Wounded Warrior Project.
This is an amazing organization founded in 2003 by a group
of veterans, their families and friends to help this generation
of injured soldiers.
Their mission is: “To honor and empower Wounded Warriors
who incurred a physical or mental injury, illness or wound,
co-incident to military service on or after September 11,
2001.” Caregivers and family members may also be eligible
for the program.
Besides helping with medical issues, the project oﬀers
support services in the areas of employment, VA benefits
counseling, mental health counseling and much more.
No matter where you sit on the political aisle or whether you support or don’t support
certain foreign policies, these Americans deserve our gratitude. Memorial Day is a way to
remember them and supporting WWP is a way to help.

If you would like more information visit:
woundedwarriorproject.org.
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