
How the 2021 Estate Tax 
Exemption 

Will Affect You 
Every year the federal government 
decides how much of your estate isn't 
subject to taxes when you die. This year, 
thanks to inflation, it increased to $11.7 
million. 

This means, when you pass away, the 
value of your estate is calculated, and 
any amount more than $11.7 million is 
subject to the federal estate tax. A 
married couple has a combined 
exemption for 2021 of $23.4 million. 

The estate tax isn't a simple 40% on your 
taxable amount. The estate tax rate on 
anything exceeding $11.7 million is a 
progressive tax—18% to 39% for the first 
$1 million, then a flat 40% for anything 
over that. 

It's worth noting that when the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act doubled the estate tax 
exemption in 2018, the change came with 
an expiration date. In this case, on Jan. 1, 
2026, the estate tax exemption is set to 

drop back to what it was before 2018: 
$5.6 million. 

Without going too deep into President 
Biden's proposed tax changes, he's 
pushing for an individual taxation plan 
that would hit those with incomes above 
$400,000 hardest. The proposed top 
income tax rate would increase the 
present law's 37% rate to 39.6%. 
According to the White House, this 
increase will affect only the top 1% of 
taxpayers. Further, his capital gains tax 
proposal would likely affect taxpayers 
whose incomes exceed $1 million.  

So what might these taxes look like for 
you going forward? If Biden's tax plan to 
reduce the exemption to $3.5 million 
comes to fruition, consider offsetting your 
numbers by gifting earlier on in retirement 
or using life insurance as an estate 
planning tool. 

Tax changes are inevitable, so now might 
be the perfect time to talk through some 
financial options and review your long-
term plans. Taxes are complicated, so 
you'll want some professional guidance. 
Adapted from IRS1 
Adapted from Congress.gov2 
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SIMPLE STEPS TO A BETTER GOLF GRIP 

Picture yourself about to tee off or trying 
to land a chip shot. When you pick up 
your club, how confident are you that 
you're going to hit a great golf shot? Try 
out some of the tips below to improve 
your grip and your game.  

Grip Size. If you're consistently pulling or 
slicing – despite adjusting your hold – you 
might consider new grips. Grips come in 
different sizes for a reason, and a club 
shop may be able to help you with minor 
adjustments. Making a change will mostly 
depend on the size and shape of your 
hands. For example, a smaller hand 
should require smaller grips and vice 
versa. 

Hand Positioning. Pick your club up with 
your less dominant hand (left). Turn your 
hand over so that you can see two 
knuckles and then point the 'V' shape that 
your index finger and thumb have created 
towards your opposite (right) shoulder. 
Your left thumb should point down the 
right-hand side of the shaft. Now take 
your right hand and grip the club, with 
your right thumb sitting on top of your left 
thumb. Make sure your right thumb sits  

on the left side of the club, facing 
downwards. 

Interlocking or Overlapping Grip Style. 
Linking your hands together has become 
the most prevalent choice amongst 

golfers as it promotes better wrist 
hinge and a more solid overall grip. 
The most common  
method of finger linking is "The 
Vardon Grip" or "The Overlapping 
Grip." In this grip, your hands are 
joined together by the right pinky 
finger being placed in-between the 
index finger and middle of the left 
hand. Then simply align the thumb 
of your left hand with the middle of 
your right-hand palm. 

Pressure. If you grip your club too 
tightly when you play a shot, you may 
well find yourself delivering the heel of 
the club onto the ball instead of the face
—causing inconsistent strikes and a loss 
of control. You'll know if you're holding on 
too tightly because as you address the 
ball, you'll feel your forearms tense up. To 
promote relaxation, keep a soft but firm 
grip, relax your arms, and shake the club 
a little. 

Keep Things Neutral. The above grip 
technique is considered the 'neutral' grip. 
It's the most common and natural way to 
hold a golf club. Once you're comfortable, 
adjust by rotating your hands. If you can 
see more than two knuckles on your left 
hand, then that's a 'strong' grip, and it'll 
close the clubface on impact. Rotate your 
left hand counter-clockwise, so no 
knuckles are visible, and that's a 'soft' 
grip, which opens up the clubface. 

Adapted from Golf Workout Program5 Greek Salmon 

https://www.thoughtco.com/vardon-and-overlapping-grip-1561029
https://www.thoughtco.com/vardon-and-overlapping-grip-1561029


INGREDIENTS
FOR TOPPING
1/4 c. extra-virgin olive oil
Juice of 2 lemons
1 clove garlic, minced
1 tsp. dried oregano
1/2 tsp. red pepper flakes
Freshly ground black pepper
1 c. cubed feta
1 c. quartered tomatoes or halved cherry 
tomatoes
1/4 c. sliced kalamata olives
1/4 c. chopped Persian cucumbers 
1/4 chopped red onion 
2 tbsp. freshly chopped dill
FOR SALMON
1 lemon, thinly sliced
1 small red onion, sliced
4 salmon fillets (12-oz. total), patted dry 
with paper towels 
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper

DIRECTIONS

• Preheat oven to 375°. Marinate feta: In a large bowl, whisk together olive 
oil, lemon juice, garlic, oregano, and red pepper flakes. Season with 
pepper and add feta, tossing to coat. Cover and refrigerate for about 10 
minutes while preparing other ingredients.

• Roast fish: Scatter the sliced lemon and red onion at the bottom of a large 
baking dish. Add salmon fillets, skin side down, to baking dish. Season 
with salt and pepper and bake until opaque and flaky, 18 to 20 minutes.

• Meanwhile, make topping: Into the bowl with feta, add tomatoes, olives, 
cucumbers, chopped red onion, and dill. Fold gently to combine.

• To serve: Plate salmon with lemon and red onion slices and top with feta 
mixture.

Delish.com

GREEK SALMON



Upcoming 
 

Events

July 4th | Independence’s Day

July 29th | Art Class

Sept 6th   | Labor Day

Sept 10th | Movie Night at Southern Advisors      
	 	 I can only Imagine


Watch for emails to sign up.

Southern Advisors INC. 
265 Parkway 575  
Woodstock GA 30188 
770-999-1997 
www.southernadvisorsinc.com


